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pious Taoucurs AND ASPIRATIONS i ; 


On the Goſpel for the four Sunday 5 and for Wed. © 4 | 
ne/day and Friday in every Week of Advent. 
On the Great O's, or ſolemn Antiphons, which 
are ſung or ſaid on the ſeven * dene 
Chriftmas-Eve. 


"With Devout Entertainments for Cur IS TNMAS-E ve, 
| and on the Goſpels for CHR ISTMAS-DAY, 
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Monar RETLECTIOxs, Ec. on the Goſpels for the 
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A PVENT. abe ene Lier the 
X Church has ſet apart by Way, of Pre: 


paration for the Nativity of Chuiſt, and 
wherein: ſhe, exhorts her Children, to diſ- 


Atts of Piety ang Devotion ig comme- 


the Sunday which is the. neareſt, the Feaſt 


2 that great Bleſſing. It begins on 


of St. Andrew, whether before. or zf.er, 


175 Church wapld have jus, during uns 
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Time, 
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and continues till Chriſtmas. The Sun- 
Gays which are within this Space of Time 
are called the Sundays of Advent. As 
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Nations rome F Send, 
Tord o all the\ Bart 


earneſt Wilkes for t e Coming of 0 


vi F 3 THE PRE FACE, 
| her Intention is, that we ſhould, in a more 
. than uſual Retirement from Pleaſures and 


by aloe ourichies to meet . ef Chriſt. 
in his Nativity. We are to conſider ſe- 


riouſly our many Miſeries, our great 
Weakneſſes, and our manifold Sins and 


Tranſg relhons, from whenee we may lee 
and acknowledge he great Want ve are 


in of Jeſus Chriſt io be a Saviour to us. 
Toe ſerious and devout Chriſtian vill 
bereby find himſelf ſtirred up to long and 


i figh for 7 efus Ctrift] - Brig Holy Patri- 
_ archs 1 cpi 5 and to fay with 
holy Jacob: 7 will ere thy Salvation, - 


Lord, Gen. vi. 49. and wits the Prophets 
Ifains and 4e gat, May the Deſired of all 
0 Lord, the Lamb, the 
"un HP high may 10 
longer. prevail. "Tafas vi. 16. Aggaf v1. 1. 


n Hack are the pious Sentiments the Church 


deſires to inſpire. her Children with at this 
Time, lane to join with ber in her 


Okrift; aud which Ihe daily er 
divirie Office. Norate C. I; repens ih Heu 


An 5 Heavens . above, and may the 


Clouds. 
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bud tuin the Jug and Holy One MY El. 
Hie” Eartli'Be opened und [pri ring EPA ths 85 9 
ou beſe e nt Wildes and De? I] 
fires'ſhe more a ply, and with moſt” 5 2 1 
vout Energy, 55 1 05 the great O's or 48] 
. Antiphons which are ſung or faid —_ | 

entirely before and after the Magnificat at 4 | 
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Veſpers from the 217th of \Deteniber till 
Chriſtmus/Eve, They are called the gret 
O's; $ecauſe they begin with bat Letter. 2 
They ate ſeven in Number, and repreſent 
like iſe the ſeveriſold Graces of the 1000 
Ghoſt, which wonderfully appear in our. wy 
Saviours coming in the Fleſh, 10 fret vs wy. 
from the mamiold Miferjes Mankind al 1 
boured under, whereby we ſtood in Need >. = f 
ol a''Doftor or Pyeacſier to inform our . | 
norance, of a Redeemer to fave us: ADE ll 
kuerer to-ſree-us from the Slavery of the 1 1 
Devil: A Guide to lead us in the Pa 
Righteouſneſs: A Zight to illuminate o 
ſpiritual Darkneſs: A Sabibur t to mo _ 
from this Place of Baniſhment, into their: 
heavenly Country, not only: the Gentiles- 
as mentioned in wy {anal Antiphon, but 
2 we, 48 in the 9 f On | Heves- 
in the 800 Antpbon ( Axi Yr p 
dom, Becauſe he came int E. 
is called. 


tine "oo you” In the iy: 
Adonai, 
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yii THE PREFACE, 
© Moſes, when, he, N Ran and s here 
Fux applied 10 Chriſt, vbo came 10 rede em 
us in he Spirit gf Underſtanding. In the 
third Antiphon Chrzft is called the Root of 
Jeſſe, a Sign to the People, i. e. in the 
Sign. of the Crols, and as coming to, deli, 
Yer us We, Fei of 7 gaz =, n the fourth 
be is named the Key of; Dyvid who opens 
he Spirit of Fortitude, In the fifth be is 
Fb de be the Orient, or, Day ſpringing 
- 815 on High, hs illuminates us with the 
n 1 411 74 1 * * . f 2 is 4 

pirit.of, Knowledge. In the ſixth Anti- 


phon he is filed Ring g, he Gentiles and 


Corner, Stone, who gqyerns all bis faithful 
Subje s by. the Spirit, of Peety.> In the 


ſeventh, be is called Emanuel, or God with 
vs, FER the into our Minds the Fear of 
Theſe Aptiphons are allo very expreſ: 
hve of the Dehires ol a deyout Soul. figh- 
of this Life, and are a, very proper En- 
tertaipment far thoſe pious Obriflians Who 
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gieſire ſto regplate theix private Devotions 


by he Spirit of the. Church, and afford 
f excellent Matter far.their devout Media- 
Los during his. holy! Sepſon, which was 
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aneienlly eſteemed tai called ihe Lett Be- 
mas; a Tom Af. Me. 
12 : and av this 25 f 


in I Inſtitution, ſo the ObBſervante 
ti is oFtafly Date in the Cho ch, * 


and Was Gbſerved as a Time e lee 


deditated to the Exerciks of 
evotion, und wherein ih. en 155 
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three Times it ib Week Wi e 555 
of St, Martin tilt 155 7 1 508 


above: named Council, 


ti y. und“ that ' Mal mould be Neid 
00 Eem aby which it ſecms that in foie 
Places Advent began from the Feaſt of St. 
Martin, in other” "Phices from ihe Begin. 
nitro o ee „biet is pon the gener 


ral ufd! the Gbüfch Raving Fe ths 
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1 oh id jt ſufficiently 

WE liek, that the © K of, Advent is 


| of long. Standing; and chat it was in 4 | 


0 Peek 1755 8 obſeryed, like ent, with 
and pious; 1 erciſes: | 


C34 a 


 Apdth $154 \the Obſervance. of it asg Fa 


'K 'never, made; a general; and eviverſal | 


igation, as Lent IS, yet it is evident 
al Nature of its Inſtitulion, that 


it 15 defi ned as. a Time for C riſtiang 1 85 
13 5 Ives. eee e 2 
my * 18 5 ſbval of e and 8 as # 
DE. Ol blerved: accord ng 10 the 8 pi 


Intention of the Church. During 


_ this. bel Seaſon, all extraordinary Diver- 
ſions, Halls, Comedies, Feaſting, and Plea 
iy 1 be laid aſide as oppoſite o . 


of. e ee 


. taught by, the Goſpel, a 


Ae nended by che Church, Perle 
at th 


ime. 


"x 72 5 Chillen, ſenüble of the Mer- 
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| Natty, will 1 
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Retire- 
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Make the, Redemption of Man- 
of: the N Bleſſing of Chriſt's 


THE PREFACE, N 
ment, Prayer, holy Reading, Hearing the 
Word of God, and frequent the. Offices of 
the Church, that ſo he may prepare him- 
ſelf to ſhare in the Bleſſings of the ap- 
Proaching Solemnity. To help and af 
«6ſt, in ſome Meaſure, ſuch, is the Deſign 
of the following moral Reflections on the 
Goſpels for the Sundays of Advent, for 
chriſtmas, and the following Sundays till 
Tent. Wherein many important and 
pradtical Truths of the Goſpel are offered 
to our Coftfideration, and may prove a 
Help to our Devotion. With this View 
they are publifhed, and are ſincerely ſub- 
mitted to the Judgment and Cenſure of 
the Catholic Church, and of my Superiors, 


F. B. O. S. F. d. P. 1759, 
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n SUNDAY. of Ado 


i F 


GOSPEL St. Loxs nx. 6s: 0 


ieee 1 p 4-25 


17 ND there gell be Signs i in the Sun, 
ml A. and in the Moon, and in the Stars: 


Sy and upon the Earth, Diſtreſs of, Nati- 


Jeure ons, by Reaſon of the Confuſion of 


the Roaring of the Sea an of the Waves. 26. 
Men: withering away for Fear, and ExpeQa- 
tion of what ſhall come upon, the whole 


World. J}Forithe:Powers of Heaven ſhall be 


Heads; ec auſe your Redemption is at Hand. 


29. And he {ſpoke to them a Similitude: See 
he Fig-Tree and all the Trees. go. When 


that Summer is nigh. g So you alſo, when 
you ſhall fee theſe! Things come to paſs, know 


Amen, 


CHR ; $ TIA N A BY: VE N 5 


muved. 27. And then they ſhall ſee the San 
ol Man coming; in a Cloud with great Power 
and Majeſty. 28. But when theſe Ihings be- 
gi to come to paſs, look up and liſt, vp your 


—— 
— IE 


they.now- ſhoat forth iheir Fruits, you know | 


1 — Gad is at Hand. 32. 
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2 Ni Sunday in Advent. 


Amen, ſay to you, this Generation ſhall not 


paſs away till al Things be fulfilled. gg. 
Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, but my 
Words ſhall not paſs away. 


REFLECTIONS, 
TVC 8 54 


Entering upon this folemn and holy e 


ol Advent, and hearing or reading this Portion 


of Scripture: for the Goſpel of this Sunday, 
we may eaſily comprehend the Deſign of 
our holy Mother, the Church therein. Ad. 
vent is à Time deſtined for Chriſtians de- 
voutly to prepare themſelves for the approach. 
ing Solemnity of CAtiſtnas, or our Blefled 
Saviour's firſt Coming in the Fleſh. © For chie, 
is now laid before us, and offered to our Con- 
fideration, the awful Deſcription he himſelt 
gives of his ſecond coming to Judgment. It 
would be a Miſtake to imagine, hat the ſe- 
cond Appearance of Chriſt in Glory and Ma- 
jeſly has no Relation 40 his firſt Coming in 
Humility and Poverty. There is a great Con- 
nexion between them: and unleſs we endea- 
-vour to live ſo, as-to'be prepared to'meet him 
at his ſecond Coming to judgment, it is to 
be apprehended We ſhall not be able to cele- 
brate, as we ought, his firſt Appearance at his 
Nativity. To conſider that wonderful In. 
ſtance of divine Goodneſs and Mercy in his 
holy and humble Birth, may put us upon ſe- 
rious Endeavours to 1eap the Benefit deſigned 
Lor us by it, which will be che greateſt and 


on 


Fir: Sunday - of Advent. 
only Security we can have when: ſummoned 
to appear before his great, Tribunal, the Ter- 


rors of which, at this Time, are propoſed for 


the Subject of our ſerious Thoughts, that, be- 
ing {truck with a wholeſome Fear of his Judg- 
ments, we may more ſeriouſly labour to expe» 
rience the Sweets of his Mercy. 


Our Bleſſed Lord, ſpeaking of be Ferro . 
of this--his ſecond Coming, ſays, they ſhall 


be ſo great that Men ſhalt wither away with 


Fear and Expectation. "They {hall then ſee 
the Sign of the Son of Man, the Croſs of 


Chriſt carried before him, darting a thouſa. id 
Rays of Glory, which will fil the Hearts 
of the juſt and pious Chriſtians with ineffable 


Joy and Conſolation; but will pierce the 


icked with conceivable Horror and Con- 


fuſion. Thoſe who now deride the ſacred 
Croſs of Chriſt, and are Enemies to it, Wilk 
not then be able to ſupport the Sight of thot 


glorious Inſtrument of our Redemption. Their 


Hearts will wither away through Fear me 
Dread of what they then will ſee ready 
fall upon them. Ihe Angel [halt ſung this 


ereadfu} Trumpet, and with that awſul . 
Artfe ye Dead, and come to Judgment, ſhall ſum - 
mans all Mankind to appear before the Throne 
of God. Then will the ſovereign Judge of 
all the World: go to his Judgment Seat at. 
tended by ten thouſand 1 imes ten thouſand 


Angels and bleſſed Spirits, who will wait 
upon him as ſo: many Miniſters to execute 
bis Commands; who will order them'to. ſepa- 


A 2 rate 
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4 Fir Sunday of Advent. 
rate the Wicked ſrom the Juſt; to place theſe 
en his Right- hand, and thoſe on his Left» 


O! What Tongue can expreſs, or Pen de- 
ſeribe, that Horror and Confuſion the Wicks 
ed will then be in, to ſee themſebves placed on 
the Leſt- hand, a ſure Sign of that ſad Doom 


they muſt undergo? In vain will they call 
upon the Rocks 10+ fall upon them, or the 
Mountains to cover them. There they muſt 
fund and wait the terrible, but juſt Sentence, 


which will baniſh them from the Preſence 
of. God ſor ever, and condemn them to eter- 
nal Flames in Hell. On the other Hand, 
the Juſt, with an inconceivable oy, will wait 
on Chriſt's Right-hand, ſrom him to hear that 


truly comfortable Sentence, Which will be a 

ublic Approbation of them before the whole 
Would, and invite them to the Poſſeſſion of 
everlaſting 'Bhiss _ Ie Tein) 


This laſt Judgment will be general and uni- 


verſal. It will include all Mankind. None 


can, or will be able to plead: an Exemption 


from it. The mightieſt Monarch muſt ſuhmii 


to it, as well as the pooreſt Beggar; the 


greateſt Prince equally with the meaneſt Ser- 
Vvant. There will be no:Diflinthon of Per- 
ſons. Every one mult appear at this grand 


Tribunal, and give a ſtrict Account of all his 


Thoughts, Words and Actions, every one 
of which will be weighed in the Balance of 


the Sanctuary; every one will be'called! upon 


to ſhe w how he has diſcharged the Obligations 


of that Station he held in the World: there 
SLY : e | | he 
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Fi Sunday of Advent. 5 
he will be examined what good Works he has 
done, and muſt anſwer. ſor all the Omifhoqgs 


of. his Duty, and, for not making a right Uſe 


of thoſe Means which were given him 10 
work out his Salyation. Nothing will be able 
at this great Court of Judicatore 10 bear the 


Tell, but Virtue and Piety. Every one will 


be, judged. and rewarded according to his 
Works. Thus will the! whole: Creation be fi. 

nally diſpoſed, and, in this ſolemn Cloſe. of 
all 'Things,, Mercy and Juſtice will divide ihe 
World. This will be the Concluſion of that 
laſt and dreadſul Day, the Terrors of. which 

re now laid beſore us, that the Ti,oaghts of 
them may have a proper Influence on our 
Conduct, and make; us careful bow we live. 
Let none, therefore, decei ve chemſelves, or per- 


mit the Enemy of their Souls to impoſe upott 
them wich illuſory and miſtsken Notibas. 


Sinners may now. laugh. at theſe ſerious Truths; 
they - may, vainly imagine theſe; Things to be 
alar off, and themſelves liide concerned in 

them; but let them know that, this great ant 
folemn Day may be nearer thar- they are will- 
ing: to believe, and that when it does come, 


they will, find themſelves deeply concerned, 


and to have à large Share in the Tranſaftions 
here mentioned. It is therefore Kindnefs to 
them 10 put chem in Mind of the Day of 


Judgment, that beivg-ſtrock with a wholeſome. 


Fear ſar_their dear-laved: ſelves; they may be 


* avg to. Repentance and Amendment of 
Life.” 78 4 A AY IG ft - * 7242 I * * WA 3 
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6 Ny Sunday of Advent. 
But not only to Sinners, but like wiſe to he 
Juſt, the pious and good Chriſtians, Chriſt's 


ſecond Coming to judgment is rightly now 
propoſed to their ſerious Reflection, that con- 


fidering the inexpreſſible Happineſs the Glory 


of Heaven, which will then be conferred vpon- 


| ſach pious and good Chriſtians; they may be 
© .encouragedto go on with Zeal afd2Fervour. 


in the Service of God, and by a final Perſe. 
verance, obtain the Crown of 'eternal Life; 


The frequent Confileration-of the incompa» 


rable Rewards God has promiſed, - and laid: 


up for thoſe who love and ſerve him, will be 
a great Alleviation of all the Crofles, Suffer 


ings and Difficulties of this Life. To con- 
template the wonderſul Love: and Goodneſs. 


of God to Mankind, in {ending bis beloved 
Son into the World, that the World right: 
be ſaved by him, as it muſt fi the Souls of 
good Chriſtians: with Joy and. Comſort, ſo it 
will, be a poweriul- Motive to flir them to- 
carelul Endeavours that they may not, by. 
their own Faule. deprwe themſelves of the 
 Mercies deſigned them by the Buth ef Chriſt, 


or his firſt coming into the World; and that 


| thereby they mey truly find him 3 Jeſus, a. 


Saviour to chem. at his ſecond Coming to 


| judge the World. This being the Deſign: 


vi the. Church by the Goſpeb ot ibis Sunday, 


let as-enter into her Sentiments, and make. 
a2 oper Uſe of the preſent holy Sesſon, 


which may be truly called an gceeptable- Nime, 


a. Day of Saluation, 2 Cor. vi. 2. How un- 


happy 


E Firſt Sunday of Advent. 7 
Muppy bs thoſe-earelelſs and ne 159 
Chriltians:be; who; #egartlefs of their/greateſt 
Intereſt, as well as/of their Duty, think little, 

or not at ah, of theſs ſelious and ämporkant 
Poms Such, alab; will find! their dreadful 
Miſtake, hen it may be e late te cofrect 
It, and by flighting and making an i Uſe of. 
mme Mercies loft C f koffer the Ri- 
r of his June. V1 GOTOR 23A Th 10 
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great and. - Gorzous © Savio : of. the World; 
Fer Nedigs ige of all Mankind! 1be- 
lieve that thou dale come at the Jaſt Day to- 
| judge. every Oo, sctbsding to cheir Werks. 
| © my God |: where ſhall I hide myſelf from 


0 the Face, of thy] Wrath?” I tremble at the 
Sight of my Iaiquities: Condemn me not. 
: when thou comeſt to Judgment. Strike wy. 
P | Soul with awholeſome Fear ol thy Judgments, 
dad may the Ferrors of the leſl, Day be, ever 
„ beſore — Eyes, and ſerve a8 2, Bridle to re- 


„ rain me from, {eget we thee! Nothing. 
? | can | rake me ſear av that Time but Sing. 
F and Ihall I-wilſu y commit it? O rather may 
5 J. ſuffer all the Hardſhips and Miſenes of this. 
ile, than, by: offending. thee, my God, in- 
cur thy Diſplealure; a we be congemngg by thee,!: 
Dear Redeemer ol, Mankind, Who in thy 
107 ang N 799 106 Bee Fome in Mercy. 
ave. the W. 17 Has at 1 May fnd- 
Merey a at th y ak, 7 opN thou comeſt to 


a  1vdge: 


8 Wedagtzey a the fh Iyrel Advent. 


judge the World. Now thou doſt graciouſly 


oſſer Mercy ta every one. i deſite, O my 
God! I deſire to ſharg in it; and thy Grace 
aſlilling me, it ſhall be my Care to prepare 


mylelf ſor that great and ſolemn Day; Now 
I will endeavour io have my Accounts ready. 
Now 1 will, jodge and condemn myſelf here, 


that I may not be condemned at the yer 
ol chy Jullice herealier. . el eilt 0 % 
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A ND vhers 80 be 'Sigri inthe Sun and itt 
the Moon, and in the Stars: and upon 


the Earth Diſtreſs of Nations, by Reafon ot 
the Conſuſion of the 'Roztivg Fro the "Sea. and 
"ofithe Waters. 26. Men wilhering away 55 


Fear, and ExpeQation of whiat Dial 6530 

on the whole World: For the def, PE ef 
Heaven ſhall be moved. 27. And then they 
thall ſee the Son of Man coming in Cloud 


wih great Power and Majeſfy. 2 ut 


V hen cheſe Things begin to 7 to 15 look 


up and lift up ybut f Pops our Wi 


ens 15 at Hand. Fa be ſpoke td 


no (cad. 2215 7 * 
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Wedneſday in the fr Week of Advent - 9 
chem a Similitude: See the Fig-Tree and al} 
the Trees. go. When they now ſhoot forth 
their Fruits, you know that Summer is nigh; 
21. So you affe when you ſhall! ſee: theſe 
Things come to paſs, know that the Kingdom 
of God is at Hand. $2. Amen, I ſay unto- 
you, this Generation ſhall: net paſs away till 
all Things be ſu Iflled; 3g. Heaven and'Earth 
ſball-paſs away, but my Words ſhall hot paſs 
aways: * . 80 Fer 3 | ITED Fro lar 1 uf pr 31; 15 
1548 2 vdt yg or am bas goin ty tet 
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As the Goſpel of the foregoing” Sunday ir 
read in the Cburch every Day this Week, ſo 
the ſame Goſpel will( afford us ſufficient Mat. 
ter for our/pious Reflections this Day.! We 
may profitably entertain our Fhoughivon' the 
fame ſerious and intereſting Subject, 'Chrnr/t's 
fecond Coming or his Appearance at the laſt 
Day. The particular Circumftances of which. - 
juſtly deſerve:our moſt ſerious Attention. Let 
us therefore conſider that Jeſus Chriſt, the So. 
vereign Judge of all, being ſeated on his 
Throne of | Majeſty, and all Nations of the 
Earth being gathered before him, be will begif 
the Examination of-that great Dah, and all- 
our Thoughts, Words and Actions, will be 
brought io a public Trial So ſtriet will. the 
Examination ibe, as no Circumſtances will be 
omitted; or. paſſ᷑d over. How widely different 
will-our Actions then appear io what they now: 
do U Then all our ſecret Deſigns will be brought 
lente | ; to 


- I IS; 155 L 4 


i 


RIFE to Wedueſdey alk Ak of Advent. 
ARTE to. Lights: nor even our private Thoughts 


. eſoape n: Then all the dark Pfotwand Machina- 
tions ef canitiving politic Workdlings will 
be made pabfic, and what they now ſo in- 


Aduſtriouſſy ſeek to keeg private, be known to 
every one. Their all theſe flagitious Crimes, 
which here go unpuniſhed ſor Wag of being 

ee eee roved, willbe openly 
1 Maes ta neee and Confuſion 
of thoſe who committed them. How will che 
dan Pride and Ambition of the Great ones 


of this World then be bumbled | Howwill the 


imperious cruel Tyrant ſhake then with Fear! 
How will all Scoſſers at, and Deriders of God 


Tr a Religion quake with Dread and Appre- | 


 benkan! * il be treſy a 4errible. Thing for 


Is Storen s 10 fall inte dhe Hands of the lin- 


ing God. 3 i 41511950 Ie 1 Ls! 


| 85 den Jikewiſe all; the. good Actions of, che 


8 « all their private Alms, their ſecret Mor- 
ee and Self denials known at preſent 
_ onlv 10 God. will be openly publiſhed to their 
Honour and: Glory, and che Conſuſton of thoſe 


TEE 5 Who bers; ſcorned- and derided them. | Then 
1 the patience of the Righteous,.and their hum- 


ble Sufferipgs with Rehgnatien to the: Will of 


God, will: be abundantly} recompenſed. At 


this juſt Tribunal, where every one will be 
duly rewarded, the Poor, the Miſerable and 


Afflicted, theſe; who were ſo iu {this World, 
Will then find their, Poverty, Mifery and Aﬀflic- 


tion to have been the ha arent by which 
1 e giachous and rig" vidence of God 
1 diſpoſed 
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Wedneſday in the h Week of Advent. 14 
diſpoſed and füted them for that Happineſs 
2 Bliſs to which they will then |be) invited. 
H which bring us to à Crown! 
appy Poverty,” which iſecures to us eternal 
Rice Happy Afflictions i Hich -. cout us 
io everlaſting Comfort! and Joy! Take. Cou- 
rage. all ye Poor] wher here moucn under 
ant and Indigence! you, whole Lives are 
palſed! ovet here in Toil and hard Labbur,con- 
temned, deſpiſed; and dſten oppreſſed, and in- 
Jored by the Proud and Rich! Comfon your 
ſelves with che Hopes of terminating alb four 
Labour by never. ending Reſt in the glorious 
Kingdom of Heaven, which wille be moſt 
aſſureddy beſtowed upon you if yon ate not 
wanting to yoùrfelves. By!Patience and Su- 
miſſion to the Will of God, all auf Labour | 
and Hardſhips may be ſanctifed. By praktical 
'Piety; and ſerving God, vou auer . 


Salvation ſafe”: andiſecures | © 2 iiet 


The great Examination: being! over, then 
-will the 8 and upright proceed 
cable Seite zceupen every 

: On'thoſe Whos ſtand n his Right; and 

box. thoſe who late placed om his Leſt Hand. 
To dhe former hel will turn wih a. Tu eet and 
gracious! Countenance, and {ay id them: Come 
e Bleed of my" Father, -recerve tie Kingdom 
ppb fo 1 you'! from the "Foundation of tne 
World. St. Matt. wav. 4. O the Jors their 
Souls ſhall fe cl hen * grds are 
Apoken to them ies which the i Heart of 


| Mancannot dondelve Joys which * 


15 laſhng Bliſs? Co 


«2 Wedneſday'in the ferft Week of Advent. 
of angels cannot expreſs! Come ye Bleſed. 
Happy: Call, which thus/invites them to E ver- 
rom all the Miſeriessahtl 
_ Caresyau ene e e the World, 
that Manley Gf Tears;- Come, 105 Place ; of 
eve#laſting Joy ind Refreſtment. But, at the 
fame: Time, with L what / dej ekted Laoks and 
4rembling; Hearts hell ho. Wicked wait for 
cheir ſad anf dreaſlſull RN nteuee l Of what will 
they do, when the Julge, with al Voice and 
ntenance more, terrihle, than Thunder, 


= ol thus condemn them to everlaſting: Woes! 


Depart from me you Curſed into everlaſting)Fire, 
2 cr was prepdred or the Deriland his Angcls. 
St. Mad. ang AAV. 41. Whit Horror? What 
Anguiſh and Atezement/ will o then; fill and 
overwhelm,them,' when: they hear 4bis drEad- 
ful Sentence pronounced upon them: !How 
will they vainly accuſe ibemſelves, and in Rage 
and Deſpair curſe their o Folly) whea it is 
_ 200 late . Here enmaꝝ gbſerve: the, Order of 
theſe: difleterſt :Sentonces, Hey Chet _ 
turns 11 J an. his Bagbt- hand, a 
vites then id Heaveptand Happineſs) ; his 
.willtbea.geryigneat Addition: to the Conſuſion 
lofsthe Wicked. Nh en they dhaBchbebold thofe 
hom they beretoſare — — 
now ſo fat exalted above hem. 1 4 invited io 
3 Ha s, While themſelves ate con- 
rn $he Dead dſal Flawesof Hall lor ever. 
This Confaſion is elegantlyd and with wonder- 
Auland! infrugive Tape geſanbeduby the = 


| Anden mw hät is iba a 
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Wedneſday in the firſt Week of Advent. 13 
ir ail he troubled, with terrible Fear, and ſhat® 
be amaæed at the, Suddenne/s of thetr unexpetted 
Salvation, ſaying wilhan themſelues, repenting, 
an groaning far. Angurſh of Spirit. | Theſe are 
they whom heretofore we had in Derifton, and 
for a furable Neproach. We Fools eſteemed 
their Liſe Madneſs, and their End without Ho- 


rout. '':Behold how | they: are numbered anon, 
the Children of God, and their, Lot is amon, 1 


Saint. -Wetherefore laue erred from the Way 


of Truth, aud the Light of Fuſlice hath not 
farned wato us, and. the Sun' of. Underſtanding 7” 


hath not niſen upon us: We wearied ourſclues 
in the Way of n 950 and Deftrudion, and 
bad Ways, but the Way Y 
1 not known, What has Pride 
profited us? or: what Advagrage has boaſting of 
our Reches brought us? Wald. v. 1, Sc. From 
theſe Circumflances. of the laſt and genenal 
Ju ment let us learn our Duty, and ur In- 
tereſt too, that now while we have Time and 
Meuns, we may prepare ourſelues, by the daily 
Exerciſes af u vintuous and pious, Life, that we 
may then be liappily Sreed from all this Terror 
and Ooufuſion, and have our Lot among the 


* 


Deliver me, O Lord, from eternal Death in 
that dreadful day when the Heavens aud Earth 
{hall be moved, when thou ſhalt come to judge 
the Wond by Fire. I tremble and am fore 

 B r 


40 Wedneſday in the firſt Week of Naben“ 


afraid, when the Examination ſhall come, and 
the ſuture Wrath at that Day, che Day of An: 
ger, and Calamity and Miſerp, that great and 
dreadful Day, When thou ſhalt come to judge 
the World by Fire. Ex Off, Def. 
_ 0 Lord! O God! O moſt juſt Judge, and | 
Father alſoof Mercies! If 910 wilt. be extreme 
and ftrift to mark what I have done amiſs, 1 
can vever ſuſtain it. But as thou art no leſs 
Merciſol than Juſt, I fly from the Bar oft thy 
'Joſtice to the Seat of 6 15 Merey. Do not 
reject me, deareſt Lora! Bur "AE e to 
me. Thou deſireſt all Men may be ſaved; and 
therefore will J hope to be happy with thee, 
May my happy Lot be among thy Saints, and 
call me at the aſt Day to the Poligſhon of thy 
Kingdom. Place me at thy Rig Khand,: and 
_ Tay to my Soul, Fear not; fs, am thy Salvation, 


\ "This is the Deſire of my Heart, which ſeeks 


for nothing but the Poſſeſſion of thee my God, 
its only and laſt End. Nothing can hinder 
_this but my Sins, which provoke thy Juſtice: 
But O may thy Mercy pardon thoſe Sins, and 
Jo purify my Soul by Ag ſacred. Merits of m 
dear Redeemer, as 1 may be judged worthy 
of that everlaſting Kingdom which thou haft 
r for owe who Jaye and lerve thee, 
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. he 119. l 
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: ND there ſhall be Signs inthe Sun and fir 
FX the Moon, and in the Stars: and upon 
ihe Earth Diſtreſt of Nations, by Reaſon of 
the Confufibn of the Rvaritry'of the Sea and 
of the Waters. 26. Men witteting away for 


Fear, and ExpeRtation of what ſhall come up- 
on the whole World.“ For the Powers of 


eaven ſhall be moved. 27. And chen they 


i moll ſee the Son of Man coming in a Cloud 
wich gre ren Power and Majeſty. 28. But 


whenitheſe "Things begin to come to pals, look 


uh and lift up your Heads: Becauſe your Re- 
dempiion is at Hand. 29. And he ſpoke to 


them a Similitude: See the Fig-Tree and all 


| the Trees. 30. When they now ſhoot forth 
| their Fruits, you know that Summer 1s nigh. 
gr. So vou alfo when you' ſhall fee theſe 


hings coined pals, know that the Kingdom 


of God is at Hand. 32. Amen, 1 ſay unto 


you, this Generation ſhall not paſs: away till 
all Things be fulfilled. | a3. Heaven and Earth 
ſhall” gold away, but 122 eren _ not you 
aWay. INS. Wy 
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1G Friday in the firfl Week of Advent. 


"REFLECTIONS. 


From the Acèount of the. Day of Judgment 


given by our Bleſſed Saviour in this Goſpel, and 


from the Circumſtances of it, and of that, Ac- 


count every one mull then give of himſelt as 


ealily fee, and ovght, ſerioully to reflect 


on he 
Importance of duly preparing Ng tn it. 
Jo read, or hear. of the Day of Judgment, and 


the particular Circumſtances of 105 univerlal 
Audit, and to think little or noth 


2x nothing of pre- 
paring ſor it, is to deceive ourſelves in a Matter 
of the higheſt Concern, the Conteguenges of 


which may be fatal to us. The Necel ity there: N 


| Jote of this Preparation, and in whayManner'it 
is to be done will be a proper Subject for our 


Reflections, and an in ruclive Leſfon for us 


| this Day. Fe/us Chriſt having deſcribed the 


Terrois and Proceeding of the laſt Day, bids 


us watch for iis coming. He bids us look 
well to ourſelves that, we may not be ſurprized 
On a ſudden, nor be (and ee nee, Watch 


« 


| hergfareiat,ell Tru tas bes Braping the jop 
may be counted worthy to efeape all th , 
Wat are to come, and to jiand before the Son of 


theſe Things 


Mun, St. Luke xxi. 36, And to excite us 10 


come at an Hour, we think not of. Does nat 


this Aſſertion of our Divine Maſter ſufficieny 


demonſtrate the - Neceſſity ol preparing our- 
{elves for his Coming? If the Advantage or Loſs 


at 


Friday in the firſt Week of: Advent. 17 
of any Thing -prompts us to care about ſuc- 
ceeding init: If in Proportion to the greater 
Ad vantage by ſucceeding, or greater Damage 
by not Becekding, we. uſe greater Care and 
Diligence, how. diligent, how ſedulous, and 
induſtrious ought all Chriſlians to ſhew ibem- 
ſel ves in a Matter wherein their eternal Happi- 
nefs or Milery is ſo.greaily concerned? IH we. 
are not duly prepared; if, when called upon. 
our Accounts are not ready, we maſt expect 
to be treated as flothſul and wicked Servants, 
This certainly deſerves our ſerious Conſidera- 
tion; and ought to make us 1eadily ſollow the 
| Apoltle! s Advice; Brahren, labour the more, 
that by good Works you make ſure your Calling 
and Elethon; E Pet. i. 10. Almighty God 18 
merciſul and good in allowing us Time and 
 Opponunity, and. as he waits with Patience ſor 
our Amendment, he expects and de ſires we 
ſuould lay Hold of and make a good Ule of his © 
Mercy, and not abuſe it; and it is only the 
Mercy of God | which; can ſave us from the 
Terrors of the laſt Day, and the Severity 4 bis 
| Juſlice. . inside 04 | 
If theſe Thoughts ind RefleQions l not 
move us, it 1nuſt be conleſſed tha we are ei- 
ther prodigiouſly inlenſible, or daringſy impi- 
ous. II we do really believe a furure State, 
2 general: Judgmentavith everkilting Rewards | 
and Puniſhments, and at the fame Fime live 
wicked Lives, and wilfullyrt lin, can any Pu- 
niſhment be too great tor ſuch wilful Folly ? 
NY: and the Flames of Hell are no 


B 3. more 
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more than we deſerve. Perhaps we may flat 
ter ourſelves, | or Father permit the Devil to 


deceive us with falſe: Notions of: a future on 


Death. bed Repentance. Alas!» If we truſt o 
that, we may find our. F 
come to die, we o 


Meaſure fully p 


is that we ſhoul !] be ready and diſpoſed that 


ave may enter into the Marriage Feaſt. Ocher- 
wife we run an extreme; Hazard of meeting 
the (ad Fate of the ſoaliſh Virgins, whole 


Lamps being out when the Bridegroom called, 
and not having Oil in their Veſſels, but going 


to feek ſor — when the returned, lound 


the Doors ſhut, and were ſent away:with, I 
nom ye not, St. Matt. xxv. Theſe Points 


conlidered will make it evidently appear how 


much it concerns us, and how great a Neceſſity 


we he under of preparing ourſelves ſor the 
Account We muſt one Day render to God our : 


Sovereign Lord and. Maſter. 


Being convinced al the Neceſſity of RY 
Preparation, let us next conſider ho and in 
what Manner we are to. make it; this 3s not 


bard or difficuk 40 underfland. To. prepare 
nur ſelves as we onght, we mult lead virtuous 
and hey Lives, in the Fear of God, and in 
the . ol his hey Cammandments. 


_ "Without this in vain we flatter aur ſelves With 
r to meet whe Son f God at his. 


Land 


olly too late. When we 
wght Alien! to be in ſome 
repared by a good Liſe paſt. 
Ime Time 64 eee and when on a ſick Bed at. 

the Point of Bend, is à ver improper Time 
io begin our Preparation ſor Death. Then it 


/ wt uf. rere 


: Fc. _” 4a” a. _— OO 


„ OO 8 


1 
J 


fore! him! O chat Sinners would ſericuſly 


dant Rec 


Friday in tho H Week Advent. 29 


e 7 We ze Chriſtiahs, and as 


Diſeiples & Jef Girl, we mult ume good 
this ſacred Chötacler by bving as becomes 
theſe ho cal cheinſehas - his > Bodlowers,. 
Chriß ſeys: Fou are my Friends. that is, m 
true'Dilciples; :f 4ou'do whe Thungs«that Icom: 


mani you. St. Jobn V. 1. Corlequently if 


we do net keep this: Command ments, (if we live 
in the Pkabtiee f Sin, weidoinot belong! to. | 
bim, and fhafl be zu no Condition io appear be» 


think 6f- this! they woulduthen ſoon diſcover 5 
the dangerous Condition of a ſinful wor 


Liſe.” Soyo how:weak and ſcamy -a Foun-- 
m 


dation their Hopes f. Salvatioh he bmi, 

who'live'according to, and -are-altogether my 
vernedand airefted by the Spirit af the:Wortd, 
and: pay no 'Regardi to the Rules and Maxams 
of the Gofpelof-Chnſt! Every one, dbibelieve, 
wiſhes and deſires to die well, and at the Hour 
of Deuth to be prepared to appear be ſore God, 
but what will ſuck Wiſhes, on Deſines availus, 


if we take. nel Cure tb prepare ouiſelves bya 
holy and virtuows Liſe? It is therefore no leſs. 


our Intexeſt;than our Duty, to hve asbecomes 


Chriſtians; to avoid Sin, and to do good.. 


And by Charity uniogned, {hewing. QſelF} in 


good Works, be ready to meet the — 


hen he comes; ner will aur Labour of Cate 
be in vain, we dhailz then meer with an abu. 
pence, and happily find: Heaven to 
be a Rewardiworth all our Pains. Is not the 
ne of alis like waſte 4 'ppwerlub Mas 


tive 


| OR 


80 Friday in cle it Hack of Advents 
tive to maks us enlous in an Affair of ſo great 
Importance ſto us, Whit a Comfort willi q 
well nent Liſe ibe tous on A Death-bed?. How 
mall werthen exult and:rejoice; when our great 
Maſter ſhall come: not only to'tall us to Ac - 
count, butalſa. to. rewardy.our- Fidelity, in. his 
| Seryice?.,»[Fhe! Day pafſes,c the Evening is 
deaieingion; hen dh virtuous go Chriſſian 
_wilt;be'icalled: from. whe «Heats:ahd; Burden gf 
the Day to receivg the promĩſed Recompence, 
Let it be therefore ot Reſolution, that, if we 
have hitherto been jjuhappaly careleſs and ne- 
gligent, we will now. at leaſt begin careſully 
to iſlrive and endeavo ur. Now! while we have 
Time and:Oppart unity; leti us avoid Evil, and 
do Good 00 love God abeve all Things, 5 
and our-Neighbours: as ourlelves, and exerciſe * 
ourſelves in Works ot Qharity,;according.to NN © 
our Ability; by closthingeihe Naked, feeding I] St 
the Hungry, aud aſſiſting all who are in Want. 
Chriſt has told usthat whatever we do of this 
kind, tu the Poor and Indigent, we do torhim, 
aud he will reward eee He 
ett 93 i d iel n bus 1, py 
eden Wees, 1 RA 10 N S“. 11-440 Dif, 
big ob 41 ba: bones of! peri nitin 3b TR 
O57e/us, eee ee and 77 
allo my-moſbjuſtand-.upright Judge 11h umbly Eto” 
beg the malt thy-holy. Grace, The 
that while LiveShere, 4:may-dulyeprepare my- We 
(ell ſor he Hbut o my Death, and 10-appear ſe 
be ſore thèe. Preſerve me from alli the Snares e t 
oll che. Enemy. of: _ Soul, and let me not be e! 


T 741 drawn 5 wen 


Second Sunday of, Advent. 21 
drawn /by: him joto; a falſe Security, or vain 
Renee prepar ed to ſtand at che laſt Da y 
vithout.1 he ;necefſary Prepatation of 4 virttious 
and holy Life, Mey. i 11 be my conſtant aud 
daily Balineſs ic to love and to "ſerve thee; ny 
I daily flrive io advance in Virtue and 5 eg. 


tion, that when chou calleſt, I 1 with Com- 


ſort 4 'belore thee,” and find à Plact on 
thy Right-hand! When thy Juſtice ſhaff con- 
demn Sinners to eternal Flames, thay thy Mer- 


cy call me with the Blefſed iq the Pofſelſion of ' 
thy Kingdom, that with all thy Saints and Ele ct, 
I may praiſe and Jer Ke thee, | for ever and ever. . 


Amen, ſweet, Je 5! Amen, 
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GS 0 8 P E L. 85. Matthew i. 2. 


TOW: when John bad ears i in e the . 
Works ef Cari: ſending two of hin 


ilk pie he ſaid to him: g. Art thou be who 
15 come, or look we for another? 4. And 
ou, nfweli ng ſalt to em, go and felate 


ty” John what ybu have: heard ed ſeem 5. 


The Blind fee ihe Lame walk, and the Lepers 
are cleanſed,” che Deaf hear, the Dead lle 


6 em. 6, And bleſſed is be viho-thall na 
 feandaliged' in me. % And when they 
dente Susi began to ſay io the Multi- 
Ne concerning John, What went you into 
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45 N . onde of Advent, 


that wen you 9 RE ee? A Man 


555 in tot Garmenhs?F Bene they Who 
i el 10 hed i 1 15 Gafmente are in che Houſes 
4 Noce 59, BU ut; W Sh ou gut to ſee? 
A;Prophet ; 19 55 SETS you, aud more tlian a 
* Prophets ,10. Yor his is He. of mow by 9 
written;: Behald, 1 5 {end Ane before.! 
A9 1 1 Mei a, ( 2 2 10 Ae 
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The Geipel pt 110 Sunday 0 b. Sj 
for many ſerious Reflections, and gives us ſe. 
veral important and practical Leſſons very 
Table to be prefe m Scafon- . Phe hol) Pre. 
curſor of Jeſus Chriſt being in Priſon ſent two 
ol · his Diſci ples t& our Blef{ed. Saviqur oak 
him eher he was the promiſed Me/as: the 
| nb 1 expected, or Whether they were 4o wait 
or another ? This Meſſage St. John ſent, not 
to ſatisſy any Doubt of bs own, but to give 
the Fews'an Qpportunity, of being cenvinced 
that Chriſt was be whöm they had fo; lang 
waited for. The Baptiſt Knew, and n 
the fetes; that Jeſus Cbtiſt was Ibeis promiled 
Saviour and Redgewer. The Miracles ou! 
: Saviour wrou ght, and the eat Accompliſh: 
ment of Pibabe, Prophecies concerning, him, 
Aeſi no ROOm 90 doubt in reaſonable and Ar 
prejudiced Minds. But the Jews Were 0 
pPoſſeſſed with Notions, of ee 
-and!/-powerſul;c hoxordang tes ne Wald, and 


ONT non O99 18 41 NNO Bain 393009 why 


8941 


1 fee, a Reel! haken by! 1s Wind? 


* 


vows 
— 


an 


les 


| Second, Sunday, of. Agyent, | N 


who ſnould make hig Appearancein Pomp and 
Eclat, and wich a powerful, Hand reſi their 
nent Monarchy, that, peither ihe Te timony TY 
of St) ghn, whom, they , 1. 5 Mee fooked 
cio 25:4 Rropheg, nor. the Accomp filmen 
of what" the ie f rophets , had breed of 
him, nor the wonder nd and; prgeniable Mira- 
cles of Joſys,Chrilbs, 9 Op ee 
induce them to acknowled Chril to be the ir 
Ages; ys ſtunaje. ache Ge Were they.” 

;(  Jn-this-,ObKtmacy, c we may obs 
4 e lee Sich beet Pride and 
Prejudice; how. it hinders thole who give way 
to.theſe Paſhons ſrom arriving at ih neceſſary 
Knowledge. af. Truth. \Theſe unhappy "Par 
ſigns, render ps blind 10 the. plaineſt Demel 
ſtrationg, and moſt conyineing E roofs, not on 
an Regard of ary; Truths, or 18810 
Faith, but alſo a ſpect to moral Pain 
or the practical Part 75 Religion. Pride, bo 4 
-a.violent Affection for the Riches and Pleafures 


of ide World. make! 100 many diſreliſn the 


pradical Truths of glig ian. be Doctrine 
and: Praftice of Tue 95 Selbdepis ang. Mor- 5 
tification they; will ng}; kene due nor. obere. 

They care not to he told thataculy. to acknow- 
2 — Chriſt to he their . avidur obl1 iges them 
10 imitate his xample, and to p rackiſe the 
Viriues he recommends, That they Sj | 
poor in Spirit, humble and. mee 5 5 gt un der 
Trials, and alargive Injuries. . bey "avi t 

revealed d Religion. and the. Pre ecepts of "th 


Goßes. ee |, hey 0% not flatter, A Or 


24 Second Sunday of "Advent. 


indulg ge abr 'Patſio; s. Att the Arguments and 
Perſuaſions the Miniſters of God make Uſe of 
have no feft up of t em; at moſt they will 
but hear them, "Va. in Ho'Wiſe cotiſeht to; or 
yield to. them. They think their darling Li. 
beriy too much infringed when a Reſtraint is 


pu. PN their vicious Indlinations and. De. 


fires, The, Conſe hence of this is, they go on 
in a ſtub born al fol” Way of Sin and un. 
bounded Liberty; 2 and may der pily find their 
Reon when it is too late. To avoid Which 


Mi sfortune we moſt learn tolbe docile, to 


make bur Wills bend not only te acknow] 
the ſacred. Truths, of the Goſpel, but allo to 
ractiſe tbem, and make them the flandard 
Rule of all bur Actions. Then Thall we find 
Jeſus, Chriſt to be effettualty ti to us che ane en 
7as and bur Saviour. 
hen the holy Jeſus had bid the Diſciple 

of St. Jobn return 10 their Maſter, and relate 
what they had Teen and heard, he added: 
*% Seas 25 fe. co ſhall not be feandalized 2* 
me, By ibis our blefſe Lord would give us 
10 o er nancd. that they are blefled. or 

2 nd ew themſelves his true Diſciples, 8 * 
are not ſcandalized, nor, Rke the Serdbes and 
Phariſees, take Offence at his Poverty, or the 
mean App rance bf his boty and humble Birth 
in the Stable of Belhletem: Who readily em- 
brace the Dottie: of Mortiſication and Self- 


denial, and are willing to take up their Croſs 


And foll w- hitd in the marrow Way, the-only 
Path P19 eee be Ted to eter nal Hap- 


pineſs. 


r a. al . a ca ea SR_s 


fois ls bs bu If WW. 3 0 
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Second Sunday of Advent. 23 
pineſs. The Jews deſired and expected a 


Mrſſias who ſhould come to them with worldly" 


Power and Glory. They were ſcar:dalized at 
our Saviour*s appearing in'a low, humble, 
Manner, as the Son of a Carpenter. Us not 
thts, ſaid they in Scorn, the Carpenter's Son? 
St. Matt. xiii. When he preached taking up 
the Croſs, 1t was to them a hard Saying, and 
they would not hear it. Hence the Apoſtle 


St. Pa ul ſtiles preaching the Croſs of Chriſt a 


Aumbling Bloch to the Jews, and to the Gentiles 


Fooliſhneſs, 1 Cor. i. - But it muſt not be 
hr 


ſo to us Chriftians, pretend to be Diſci- 
ples of Chriſt, We are taught to know that 


the Wiſdom of this World is Fooliſhneſs with 


God, who makes Uſe of the Humble to con- 
found the Proud, and aſſures us, that by Hu- 
mility, Mortification, and carrying our Croſs, 
we muſt make good our Character of Chriſt's 
Diſciples. Happy then are all thoſe ſincere 
and good Chriſtians who are thus willing to 
deny themſelves and follow Chriit! World- 


lings, indeed, and Sinners may ſcoff-at and de- 


ride the Dottrine of Self-denial, Humility and 
Contempt of the World; they may be ſcan- 
dalized at, and reje& it as Folly, but in the 


End it will be found true Wiſdom, and thoſe _ 
_ who follow Jeſus Chriſt, and ſhare with him 
ia his Poverty, ' Suffecings,' and Comempt, will 


be found to have made a happy, and right 
Choice. There will a Time come when the 


poor contemned and patient Chriſtian will meet 
with an ample Reward of his Sufferings, and 
HED TTL FLL 1 131 Is niir 
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Vile, to ſuffer with 


26 Second Sunday of Advent, 


when the proud, haughty, and, worldly Sin- 
ner will meet with, aternble and ejernal Con- 


fuſion. Let us conſider. theſe Things and 


weigh them in the Balance oſ the Sanctuary. We 
mall ſoon ſee which Scale is heavieſt, aud find 
it not only our dia daß our beſt Intereſt like» 

him. here, thereby to reign 


with him hereafter. Theſe are neceſfary Truths 
which the Church endeayours. to inculcate to 
her Children at all Times, and more. particu» 
larly, during this holy Seaſan of Advent. If 
{he thus ſhews her maternal and tender Care 
tor us, {hall we have no Care for ourfelves ? 
Now is a proper Tune to enter into ourſelves, 


and to refolve to ſhew, ourfelves Diſciples of 
Chriſt, by making his holy Goſpel the Rule 


of. our Actions; that we may not only ſay, 
Lord, Lord, but by doing his holy Will, ſhare 
in the Merctes of his Nativity we are about to 
celebrate, and one Day enter into the King- 


dom of Heaven. 


417 


IJ acknowledge thee to be the true Meſas and 
Saviour of the World; nor do J look for or 
deſire any other. Thou haſt made thy Teſti- 


monies too clear and plain to be dented, nor 
ill. h ſeek any other than what thou haſt given 


me in thy ſacred Worx e. 


Deliser me, O Lord, from all-Stwhbornnefs | 


and Pride; from all Hardneſs of Heart and 


Unbelief. 


„ 


Second Sunday of Advent. 27 


Unbelief. I believe thee, O Jeſus! to be the 
Son of God, and acknowledge it to be my 
Duty to Jove' and obe thee. May. my Heart 
for ever burn, dear Jeſus! with the Love of 
thee! May tins Love be ſo ardent, hat no- 
thing may ever be able to extinguiſh it! O, 
may all vicious Affections, and inordinate Loge 
of Creatures be Ages out of my Heart, that 
thou the, true and on ly Happineſs of my Soul 
may dwelf in me, and I in thee. 
Dear Redeemer of my Soul! I am not at | 
all feandalized at thy humble Appearance, nor 
at the Doctrine thou preacheſt. Jam willing 
to he thy Diſciple, and to take up my Croſs 
and to follow thee. Let me never be aſhamed 
of thy Crols, nor prefer. the Maxims of a 
vain” finful World beſore thy pure and ho y 
Law. May Lrejoice to ſufſer with thee, for. 
then! ſhall be truly what I profeſs, and what 
T'ought to be, a Diſciple of thine, and one 
WhO belongs to tee. 


C 8 WE D- 
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In We heat W. eek of Advent, 


0 O 8 P E L. Si. Matthew i ji. C 


OW when John had heard in Priſon the 
IN works of Chriſt, ſending two of his 
Diſciples, he ſaid to him: 3 Art thou he 
who is to come, or look we lor another ?. 
And Jeſus antwering ſaid to them: Go 4 
relate io John what 55 have heard and ſeen. 
5. The Blind lee, the Lanie walk, the Lepers 
are cleanſed, the Deaf hear, the Dead alſo riſe 
again, aud the Poor have the Goſpel, preached 
to them. 6. And blelled is he who (hall not 
be ſcandalized in me. 7. And when the 
went away, Jeſus began to ſay to the Mul- 
titude concerning Jokn: What went you out 
into the Delart to ſee? A Reed ſhaken by 
the Wind? 8. But what went you out to lee ? 
A Man cloathed in folt Garments? Behold 
they who are cloatbed in ſolt Garments are in 
the Houſes of Kings. 9. But what went you 
out to ſee? A Prophet ? Yea, Iiell you, and 
more than a Prophet. 10. For this is he of 
whom it is written: Behold I [ſend m 1 a, gel 
J. 


before th Ly Fate, who ſhall 2 thy ay bes 
fore thee. 


R E- 


for his irice 
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The holy Precutfor of Jeſus Chril, is here 


repreſented in Priſon, into which he had been 


caſt by 8 © Herod for reproving that, Prinee 
ſtuous Cohabitation with his Bro- 


thers Wiſe: Herpd nd his di ne could 


* 


not brock the Freedom with which the Bapuiſt 


declared agat nſt their Public K and ſcandalous 
Crimes. The perfect and unſpotted Inno- 
cency of his Manners, with the Auſterity of his 


| Life, bad raiſed a very high Opinion of St. 


65 0 In the eros, and even in Herod himſelſ, 
y hich tievertheleſs could not ſcreen him from 


the Reſentment © Herodias, nor hinder Herod 


from ſhutting him up in Priſon, thereby to 


ſilence that Tongue which diſturbed bis cri- 
minal Pleafiires with, 27 16 ut la 


Jul for thee to 


have thy Brother's Wife. The, Bapiili had no 


other End in thus Se the Prince than 
S 


his God, yet the Uprightnel, 
his Jarettions couſd noi prote 


i 


nd Sincerity of 
R bim. W ben 


Welter b riet Picly aud due diſintefelled zeal 


thus rewarded, we behold the ſad Effects of 
Wickednefs in Power, which inſtead of mak · 
ing a right Uſe of ſuch friendly Admonitions, 

viten ſeeks, to make the Adviſer ſuffer far his 
Charity and Freedom, It is not. a Kngular, or 


alone Huſtznce in the Perſon of t. Johnz the 


fame Fiehment ek bs Apoſtles | 
They (ould meet with. 1 hey lound. their Di- 


vine Nfaſters Prediction true, and” verified 


„„ what 


20 Wedneſday in the ſecond I}, el V Advent. 


what he laid by the many Pe rſecutions they | 


underwent: And not, ouly to. the Apoſtles, 
but to every one it is ſaid: by many Tribula- 


tions we muſt enter into the Kingdom of God, 


Adts xv. 21. We muſt not be then lurpriſed 
if Innocence and Piety are no Defence nt 


the Perſecutions and Oppreſſons he 
de 


Wicked. St. Pack tells us, that 4 
pi i in Chrift ſlal I fuffer, iteration, 2 


1 
ni, 12. Contradictions, Troubles an Crolles 
are the true Chriſtian's Lot: the great Buſi- 


de 


neſs is to bear them as we ought; by them 


we draw nearer to God, and to conſeſs him 
under all thofe Trials, which be permits to 


came upon us, like St. John, who, A in 


Priſon, bore Teſtimony to Jeſus Chriſt, 
When the Diſciples of the Baptiſt were rer 
turned to their Maſler, Chriſt afked the Jews, 


what they went out imo the Deſart to lee, 4 


Reed ſhaken by the Wind ? No, this bo! b4 Man, 


who had [petit the greateſt Part of his Time i 
the Wilderneſs in the ſtricteſt Retirement: an 
Auſlerity, Wu be in the Diſcharge of 

his Duty. hen he appeared and preached 


in Publick, he ſought not to gain the Favour 


of Men by ſuring bis Exbortation to their 


Tefle or Humour, but, with. the Eirmneſs and 
Freedom of a Mellenger of God, told them of 


their fins, and exhorted them io do Penance, 


that they might kale the Wrath to come. 


He told them plataly, the Ax was laid to the 


Root of the Tree; that eyer e Tree, which did 


pot bring forth good Fruit, A be cut down 


and 


. 
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and caſt into the Fire, St. Matthow vi. g. 
The ſame Firmneſs and Conſlancy he ſnewed 
in the Palace of King Herod. His Sermons 
to the Prince were the ſame as to the People: 
with an equal Freedom and Plainneſs, he told 
the Monarch it was: not law ſul ſor him to 
| have, his ;Brether's: Wile. This Conduct of 
the Baptiſt: is an inſtruclite Leſſon io ever: 
one. St. John was not Ie a Keed ſhaken by 
the Winch thougb he was in Priſon, he had 
the ſame Beljei that our Saviour was the true 
and promiled Meſſias, as when he told the 
Jews that he was 1he Lamb of God that takes 
 way;the Sins of the World. Like him we 
muſt be conſtant. to the Principles ef our holy 
Faith, and not be blown. about with eveiy 
Wind of Doctrine, belieying one I hing To- 

day, and To-morrow changing eur Sentiments, 
2s ſuits beſl with our temporal Convenience. 
We mult be conſtant and fim in our Proſeſ. 
ſion of the Catholic Faith, though thereby we 
come to ſuffer Priſons and even Death. /Nop 
1s.Conſtancy in our Faub only here recom. 
n ended, but alſo Uniſormiiy and Perſe vetance 
in the Pradtice of the moral Part of our Reli“ 
gion. We muſt be uniform. in our Condut?, 
and in the Regularity of ous Lives, not one 
Day hot, another cold; now zealous and: fers 
vent, then negligent and tepid. | This is tio be 
lke a Reed ſhaken by the Wind, bending 
every Way according to Fancy and Caprice 
The practical Truths ol Religion muſſ be obs 
ſer ved and maintained wich n inflexible Con- 

e fancy 


3  Weddeſday in Me feoondTVeckof Advent, 
fancy and Perſeverance) A neceſſary Advice 
this to mauy Chriſtians who ſeem to want 
Courage to appear publickly in the Cauſe of 
practical Piety are too eaſily biaſſed by Com. 
pany and a talſe: Complaiſance to athers, and 
leemihgly! approve what, in Reality, they dif. 
allow, and for Fear ofbeing laughed at, or ril. 
diguled by others, join wich chem in their Int 
temperance and; Extefs; in detracting and 
ſpeaking ill of their Neighbours. Others there 
are, who from a oifiſtakes Notion they have 


of: not being purtieular, too eahly break in 


upon their Hours of Prayer and Reading, iu 
_ obſerving» Regularity in their Families, in ob. 

ſerving the Feafſtsand Faſls of the Church ad. 
cording to/her Spirit, and asſhe recommends; 
Jot though, on fome Ort aftont it may be nei- 
ther prudent nor proper to let othets know 


what we do, yet to let every little Prete xt make 


us put off, delay, or omit or aecuſtemed Du- 
dies, ſnews ſume Want of the Baptiſl's Spirit. 
Why ſhould we be aftaid: of (letting! it be 
known that Wwe ſer de God in dar Family, that 


Donduct, or in obſerving the laſtitutions of the 
Church ? Our bletſed Saviour bids us 20 let our 
Liglit ſhine before» Men that they may ſee bur 
 gnddbWoorksj rand atorify'onr Father who 7s in 
aden. Sd. Matt. vi . We mult not be 


obliged to be by our Character of (Chrifliays: 
We are forbid iudeed to play the Hypocrite, 


todeceie.ourſelves.vr others, by a Show 'of 


Piety 


7 —— . ˙¹ ͤ e r AW 


albamed of appearing and being What we ard 


ms 20 


7 Gon. Da Si Ne. it. Df EM. 


" — 


myſelf to my own Ruin. 
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Piety or Devotion in ſome outw ard Appeer- 


ances only, ſeverely, reproved and condemned 


by our Saviour, in the, Pharrſecs, and we are 
equally ſorbid to be aſhamed of regulating our 


Conduct by the Precepis of the Goſpel. It is 
not only in Points of Faith, and what we are to 
believe, but alſo as to the Praftice of what, we 


belieye that our bleſſed Lord ſays: : He who ts 
aſhamed o 75 me before. Men, of him, will 1 be 
9/0 


re the 12 of, my Father who 45 in 
Heaven. St, Luke vi. 12. 


aſh aſhamed 


ASPIRATIONS. 


1 N ö 7 L | F 11 | 2 | 
O thou eternal arid unalterable Truth, whe 


art always the ſame! give me the Spirit of 


Conſtanèy and Perſeverahce, that 4 mayinever 


abandon thee, nor ſorſake thy Paths. Thou 
haſt merciſully brought me to the Knowledge 
of thee, the true Saviour and Redeemer of the 


World. Let me here fix and remain, and not 


prove a Reed ſhaken by the Wind. May no 


Storms and Tempeſts ever make me ſwerde 


from thy. I ruth, nor grow: faibt or weary in thy 


holy Service. Ab my God! my Sovereign 
Lotd and Maſter 41 will never quit thee. A- 


las! where ſhall I go; if I abandon tbee? Can 
1think to be happy in the Service of a vain 


decenful World! To: think ſo is $ io e 


O thou: God of ny Liſe, and:of all ihr 1 
am or have No hen ds ſo {weer and ealy 
as thine, By N and @ ſerving thee; J en. 
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joy Even Heaven upon Earth, and may ex- 
pett 'the - much? greater 'Hap 


"8nd ſerve thee. to dhe last Moments of my 
Liſe, and nothing hill» take - me alter this 
my Refolution. I confeſs with Shame and 
Regret, that I bave been very incenſtant, 
blown about, alas! like a Reed by 
but as 1 purpoſe, o Ihbmbly: hey: thy Grace 
rhat T may, from this Moment, W con- 
ſlant and Jaithfal to thee,” Bey 


% n ee Kae 


serait 
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Now diana John had "OT in Priſon te 
Works. of Crit: ſending two of his 
Diſeiples, he ſaid to him: g. Art thou he who 
iso come; or look we for another? 4. And 
"ooh e/us. anſwering ſaid to them, go and relate 
to John what you have heard and ſeen. 3. 
be Blind ſee, the Lame walk, and the Lepers 
are cleanſed, the Deal hear, the Dead ulfo 
Tiſe again, the Poor have the Goſpel preached 
to them: 6. And bleſſed is he who thall not 
ibe icandalized: in me. 7. And when they 
went away, Jeſus began 10 ſay io the Molti- 


-tude concerning Jon, What went you into 
the Deſart 10 > fee, a Keed ſhaken by the 8. Bu 
But 


pineſs' 4hou''wilt 
give me(hereaſter. It is my Deſire to love 


the Wind, | 


Priday i in 1 \fcond]We 976 Advent. - 3 


g. But whst went You ont 4p fee? A, Man 
cloathed in foft Garments? Behold, they who, 
are oloathed in ſofi Garments ar inche Houſes. 
of Kings. 9. but ha. went you out to ſee ? 
A Prophet; yea, I tell you, and more than a 
Prophet. 10. For this is he of whom it is 
written: Beſold 1 VS My dn el before hy 
Wes who, all prepare thy ay) befong. tee. 5 

4 45 137 2135 115 1 ye *: (0) 6-7 10 : 


RErLECriONs.! 


The foregoing | Gofpel,. nd the Charafter 
our Bleſſed Vegi therein gives of his holy 
Precurſor St. Zorn Baptiſt, are well adapted 
by the Church, to the; preſent Seaſon, and ads 
mirably correſpond to her Deſign at tis Time 
ſet. apatt for a Devenut Preparation for che 
enſuing Solemnity of Meſmas. Now the 
Church fends fo#th her : Mimſters, as ſo many 
Meſſengers, to prepare and diſpoſe Chriſtians 
| for che coming of theit Lord, an his; firſt Ap- 
pearance: at his holy and humble Birth, Of 
this Preparation the. Prophesi nos hevetafore 

ſpoke, and to this) he -okherthd | ty TS 
laying: Be p pared 0 meet thy Gd "bel, 
Amos dv. He ſpoke ok theit promiſed Meſkas, 
and admoniſhed them to diſpoſe themſelves 
2 him, not Mith a Vie to any 
mporal Advantage, | but to, thoſe ſpiritual 
7 be * bring with him, andde- 
r them. Ibis, Preparation ele Pros 
mh Jaias more cltarhy mention, and di- 
oeh {peaks of what! it conſiſts i in. when = 
0 


! 
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tf ſeriouſly ebene the Jews, to ceaſe to a 


Evil and learn to do Good, Iſaias i. It is in 
this that our Preparation at this Lime conſiſts; 
and'which St: John the Baptift ſtill more clear. 
ly expreſſes, ald preffed home upou his Audi. 
tors. Bring forth worthy Fruzts of Penance. 
Repent, for 1 the Kingdom of Heaven ig at Hand, 
Sx. Matt. iii. As to the firſt Point, to ceaſe 
10 do Evil. no:Chriſtian ean doubt of this being 
his Obligation; when he reflects that one chief 
End of Chriſſ's eomiag into the World was to 
deſtroy the Kingdom of Sin. Chriſt coming 
to deſtroy Sin muſt neceſlarily imply an Obli- 
gation on all who proſeſs to be his Diſciples 
and Followers to co operate with him in that 
Deſign, and not to ſet Sin reign in them. 
What Benefit can we ecpebi. or hope from 
his Coming, if we are fo far from endeavour- 
ing to raot out Sin, that we chuſe to live in 
it? It is todeceive ourſelves with vain Hopes, 
to think we can ever prepare, as we ought, the 
Way of the Lord, while we live in Sin. We 
may call ourſelves Chriſtians, and pretend to 
celebrate the Feſtivals of the Church in Honour 
of the great Myſteries of our Redemption, but 
unleſs we add to our external Devotion, an 
interior, pure, and cleanſed irom all Aﬀettion 
io Sin, we do nothing to the Purpoſe, ſor 
while we continue to lead waer Agr e = 
holieſt Inſtitutions will not pro 
chiefeſ}, our greateſt Care, therefore, 8 2 
| to follow — of the Prophet ::Ceaſe to 
4 Evil. ber muſt take in the” whole 
| notes 01-4 tidy lo 225 Body 


| 
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Bodyof Sin. We muſt not content ourſelves with 


relraining ſrom ſome Vices only, all muſt be 
correQed, eſpecially thoſe to which we are 


moſt addicted. We muſt not only in general 


relolve to avoid Sin, but muſt deſcend to 
Particulars. To refrain from ſome Part of 
Evil and to indulge ourſelves in others, is do- 


ing our Works by Halves. To do it effectu- 
ally we muſt conſider what are thoſe ſinſul 


Paſſions' which are moſt predominant in us, and 


ſeriouſly endeavour 'to root them out. We 
muſt examine ourſelves, and ſee what ill 


Practices and Cuſtoms we follow, and refolve 
to lay them aſide, If we have hitherto lived 


a negligent and careleſs Life, with regard to 


the ſpirĩtual Duties and Exerciſes of a Chriſtian, 
we muſt now 'endeavoar to ſerve God with 


Zeal and Fervour. ' Thus we are 20 cea/e to do 


Evil, by which we comply with one Part 


of our Duty: But we muſt not reſt here, we 


muſt go further and learn to do Good. Jeſus 


Chriſt aſſures us, that at his ſecond Coming 
he will judge and reward every one according 


to his works. At the Jaſt Day we ſhall be call 
ed to Account, not fo much for our Faith, as 
jor our Works. Faith is abſolutely neceſſary 


to Salvation. IWWithout Faith it is impoſſible to 


pleaſe God. Heb. xi. But doing good is alſo 


neceſſary.  Fauth is dead without good Works, 


St. Jac, vi. 2. If we ſincerely delire to pre- 
pare the Way of the Lord, and to reap the 


Advantage of his Coming, we muſt do good, bv 
endeavouring to hve up to the'Sanflity of our 
Profeſſion, and to conform our Aftions to the 


D | pure 


————— — ä4 OBI —ü—ü An 


} 


38 Friday in the ſerond Week | of advent. 


pure and holy Maxims of the Goſpel, of Jeſus: 
Chriſt. Lo be humble, patient and&meek. To 
be;juſt in our Dealings and charitable o the 
Poor according to our Ability. To be ſober, 
temperate and chaſle. To love God above all 
Things, and our Neighbour as ourſelves. To 
deſpile the World, and have our Hearts and 
Affections placed upon Heaven. Te tend 
daily to God, by boly Rrayer, ſpirtual-Read-. 
ing and a regular and devout ſrequenting the 
holy Sacraments, with a conſcientious Diſthar 
of all the particular Duties of that State wherein 
Providence has placed us. This ts to do Good. 
This is to prepare the Way of the Lord, and 
{ity to diſpoſe ourſelvs for. his Coming in the, 
approaching Solemniiy, and by which we. [hall 
find him io be Jeſus or a; Saviour totus. If 
we are careſul in this, it will indeed be what 
at this Time we are accuſlomed to wiſh 
one another, a happy Chriſtmes.. Happy here, 
and a certain Way to be eternally happy here- 
aſter. May we thus prepare ourſelves to cele- 
brate the Mercy of his firſt Coming in the 
Fleſh, and by that ſecurely meet him at has ſe- 
cond Coming in Glory. to 


ASPIRATIONS, 


It is thus, O my Lord and my God! that 1 
deſire now to prepare thy Way, It is thus 1 
deſire to diſpole niyſelf io ſhare the Bleſhngs | 
of thy hojy Birth. But thy Grace, O my 

God! is what I ſtand in Need of to peiſett 
| lhele 
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theſe Defires; and to render them effectual. 
Fhou haſtgiven me this Defire, it comes ſrom 
they,” 1 could not” have it without thee; O 

erlett then What thou haſt begun it me! 
Thou comes! into the World to = Sinners. 
Thou art the true Lamb of God which: takeft | 
away the Sins of the World. Such I believe | 
thee, O Jeſus! Arid as ſuch 1 adore thee. 1 
adore that boundleſs Love, that Goodneſs 
which made thee become Man for my Sake. 
What Return can 1 make to thee, O thou 
Saviour and Redeemer of my Soul? I will 
love thee with all my Heart and with all my 
Soul. I love thee above all other Things, and 
ä all other Things only in thee and for thee, 1 
| will never more wilfully ſin and offend thee, * 
| I will now die to Sin, die to the World, and 
live only to thee; ſor in thee alone is true 
1 Life, and in thee alone I can be truly happy. 


TEE Kxxxxxxxxx 
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N D bisl is we Teſtimony of John, when 

Ade Jews ſent from Jeruſalem Prieſts. and 
Leet to him, to aſk him, who art thon ? 
20, And he confelle? and did not deny: And 
"h&'Eonfeffed; 1 am not the Chriſt; 2 1. And 
W al ed him: What chen? Art thou Elias? 
TY Ds And 


4 


[ 
[ 
3 
7 
i 


40 Third Sunday / Advent. 
And he ſaid: Jam not. Art thou the Pro- 
phet? And he anſwered; No. 22. They faid 
therefore to him: Who art thou, that we 
may give an Anſwer to them that fent us? 
What ſayeſt thou of thyſelf? 23. He ſaid: I 
am the Voice of one crying in the Wilderneſs, 
make ſtraight the Way of the Lord, as ſaid the 
Prophet Ilaias. 24. And they who were ſent. 
were of the Phariſees. „And they aſked 
him; and ſaid to him: Wb then doſt thou 

baptiſe, if chou be not Chriſt, nor Elias, nor 
the Prophet? 26. Jobn anſwered them: ſay- 

ing: 1 baptiſe with Water: But there hath 
ſtood one in the Midſt of you whom you know 
not. 27. The ſame is he that ſhall come after 
me, who is preferred before me: The Latchet 
of whoſe Shoe. I am not worthy. to looſe... 28. 
Theſe Things were done in Bathania beyond 
Jordan Where John was bipuling., 5 


REFLECTIONS. 


As the Time of Advent is a "Tie when we 
are to prepare ourſelves to celebrate the Com- 
ing of the holy and humble Jeſus in the Fleſh 
velled with our human Nature, and making 
his Appearance in great Poverty and Humility, 
to prepare ourſelves as we ought, we muſt en- 
deavour to adorn our Souls with thoſe Virtues, 
which may render -us acceptable to him, and 
invite him to take op his Reſidence, by a ſpi- 
ritual Birth, in our Hearts, and e 
the Virtue of e uy, whit ch is abſoß 57 
nece 


> 


\ 


Third- Sun day of Advent, 41 
-neceſſaty' ts to qualify us to meet him in the 
- approaching Sblemmiy. For this! End, the 
-Chilich;#h Her Gdfpel-for" this gundsy, pro- 
poſes to us the Exaniþld of St. John Bapiift, 
who; by the:wbnderfut Innocence aud Auſte- 
ily of bis Life; und the Fervour of. Bis Preach- 
int, had given the Jews an Occaſion to think 
lum dhe Mfg they *had ſo Jong expetted ; 
but; Veihg aſked the Queſtion,” readfly owned 
TINT was tots And {liles himſelf no mote | 

than! #'FGter ent to Pp” pale the' Way of the 
Lord. By this Anſwer he reproved he Pride 
of the Jews, and ſignified” to them that their 
Meſſias was among them, though they knew 
him not nor regarded hind on Account of his 
humble and mean Appearance to them: That 
to Kno biin, ang to prepare themſelves to re- 
ceive him, they were, to lay alide their falfe 
Notions of à Meſſias appearing in the worldly 
Pomp and Grandeur, which made them put a 
wrong Conſtruftion on the Prop * con- 
cerning him, who was then come, b in 
eat” Humility and Poverty, to c his 
Fecal Kin gy and 1 18 them, and all 
Mankind, Fell the Slavery of Sin and Death. 
This humble Behaviour and Cole ffion of St. 
John is alſo an inſtructive Eeſſon to us, teach- 
lug us, chat however others may have a great 
Opinion gf us, and theogh we may. leem to be 
raiſed above" them by ſap erior Pärts and The 
Vents, vetwe mo il 10 onceive an 17 oe | 
ant 00 nion of 0 rlefves, ang, upon all 
5 Geese dae 2 tc ukles e 
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are nothing, and indebted; to God for. all we 
have, and, in every ming Fe go. ſeęk his Glo- 
ry, and not our own. , Without true Humy- 
Try, hike the proud Jews, we ſhall never come 
to know. Chriſt by that prattical Knowledge, 
which alone will make us acceptable to him; 
ſor without Humility we can never be true 
Diſciples of Chriſt. This Vixtue is ſo neceſ. 
ſary, that where it is not the Foundation on 
which all our other Virtues are built, they, will 
come to Nothing, ſoon {all and bury: us in the 
Rubbiſh of our Pride and Vanity. Humility 
is the proper Badge and Mark of a true Chriſ- 
tian, and which Jeſus Chriſt himſelf thus re- 
comments to us: Learn of me, far I am meek 
and humble off Heart. St. Matt. vi. 11. This 
Virtue, thus neceſſary, is alſo highly reaſonable, 
and, upon ſerious and due Conſideration, we 
ſhell find it ſo. What have weto be proud of? 
What have. we to value ourſelves. upon? Wbat 
are we, as to our Body, to pride ourſelves 
therein? Is our Body more than Duſt and 
_ Aſhes? From. Duſt we were taken, and into 
Duſt we muſt return again. Cen. iii. | Are, we 
Prove of Beauty, or Stiength? How ſoon may 
ickneſs or Accidents ruin the one, and de- 
ſtroy the other? Do ye value ourſelves, upon 
our fine Parts, ai Can we 
truly ſay they are our own, or not rather the 
_ Gifts of God, who has beſlowed them upon 

us, not to be as Seeds of Pride and Vanity, 
| bugga be improved to his Honour and Glory, 
and the Good of others? Are, we proud of 
| our 


* 
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our Riches or high Stations?.;Exppty Nothings! 
Fleeting Shadows! Riches, poſſeſſed To- day, 
and loſt To Morrow, ſoon changed into Po- 
verty, to which, by many unforeſeen Accidents, 
the richeſt Man may be ſuddenly reduced, and 

when. he leaſt thinks of it. Honours: and 
Grandeurs! Airy, Bubbles, every Moment 
liable to, Mutabifßty and Change! Are theſe 
Reaſons, why we ſhould be proud of | ourſelves 
and;contemn others,? Far from it. Hf ;we look 
into our Souls, how hule to be proud or con- 
ceited of ourſelves! Our macy and grievous 
Sins; our daily Weakneſſes and Imperfettions, 
our Ungerflanding wretchedly | blinded, our 
Wills ſtrangely ;perverſe, and, our Paſſions, alas! 
too, tao predominant !!'No Reaſon for, a Chriſ- 
tian here io be proud, but rather the ſtrongeſt 
Motives to humble himſelf in a due Seuſèe of 
his own Miſery and Nothingneſs. Let us add 
to this the Uncertainty of our ſuture State, we 
ſhall find Motives ſufficient io humble us. In 
the Sight of our many Miſeries we may bebold 
the Neceſlity we have of 2 Saviour and Re- 
deemer, and this Neceſſity may ſtir us up ſe- 
riouſly to, prepare ourſelves ſor, his Coming. 
and to hearken to the Voice of his Miniſter 
and Precurſor St. John Baptiſt, crying; Pre- 
pare the Way of the Lord, make flraright has 
Paths... Every Valley ſhall be, filled up; and 
every Mountain and Hul hall be brought. low, 
and the crooked, Paths ſhall.be madeſtrazght; and 


9 


the rough Ways plain. The high Hills of Pride 
and Ambition muſt be fevelled, and made even 


and 
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and'plarfi by Hymility;'by- Which the Wey ef 
Salvstloh Wü be made faſe and eaſy. Ts Js 
ahe Path wherein we may ſecurely-wülk, att 
wherein the Devil cannot impoſe upon us; Her 
our. own corrupt Nature deceive us. Thie 
humble Chriſtiad is, by being ſo, ſecüre fn 
whatever Station Providence as placed hir. 
1f, diftiniguifhed'from the Vuigat, aud raifel 
above olbers by Tittebr s large Fortune Know. 
ing chat the Differenbe between him and he 
-pooreſt Beggar is the Effect of God's Good. 
neſs and Liberahiy, he refers all to God, and 
makes ho other Uſe of bis Gifts than to pre- 
mote bis Honour and Glory, and to Help * 
indigent Neighbours. If he is poor! ard! fur. 
ſers Hardſhips and Diftcukies'in' this Eife, 
an humble tontented Mind; reſigned to tlie 
Will of God, he ſangtißes bis Poverty, and 
thereby lays up for himfelf 1 reafares in Hea. 
ven. Whatever Giſts of Nature or Grace he 
has received; he reſers the Glory of all to God, 
and whatever Good hie does, he ſays from his 
Heart, not I, but e, Grace of Cod- with n. 
1 Cor, xv. 10. If helis ia Eſfeem and Reputa- 
non with Men, he is no Ways elated, ot puffed 
up, but ſays wan ly David, not unto us, 9 
Lord, not unde us, but to thy Name be Glory 
given, Pſalm exiii. If he is contemned- and 


«deſpiſed, he bears i patiently, ſliſles, as much 


as he cen, all inward. Motions of Reſentment; 
looks upen himfelf as happy, if, by Humility 

and Patience he. may be plealing to God; 
$8423 SOT BNs D710 777-00. 1TE 0901 hom 
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whom alone he deſires to love here, and to be 
Mapp with hereafter. 15 5 


ASPIRATIONS. 


'S my. meak and bumble Stunt Gire 
me this Humility fo pleaſing to thee. Root out 
of my Heart all Pride and Vanity, all Self- 
congeit, and Deſires to be praiſed 4 eſteemed 
: by Men. Icoaſeſs, O Lord, that I have ma- 
ny Motives and Reaſons. to humble. myſelf, 
and to be covered with Confuſion. How can 
I be proud, and vain, miſerable, wretched Sin- 
ner ? Drawn, as I am, out-of the dark Abyſs 
of Nothing, conceived in Sin, and brought 
forth in Iniquity, full of Miſeries and Imper- 
ſections, and unable of myſelf to do the leaſt 
4e good Work, or even io produce one good 
Froug || Sn 
25 O ey Go ar Gol of infinite Qreathets and 
he Majeft y, who beholdeſl us poor Worms of the 
Earth, look upon me, dear Lord, with 3 gra- 
cious Eye. May the Light of thy Grace ſhine 
. upon me, ' that 1 may alſo ſee thee, and ſee 
ra: my elf. Make me to ſee thee and know thee 
to be m. y great and Sov 'ereign Lord, who has 
Regard 16 the Humble and Low of Heart. 
or May I fee and en hliptlic thee 1 in this thy 
great Humility, ſo, apparent, dear Jeſus, my 
uct Saviour! in thy holy and humble Birth, make 
me to "know afd ſee my Tet, what 1 am, 
Duſt and Ashes, 3 ej wretched and ſinſul . 
Jure, and that if fl d deli 10 10 be acceptable to 
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thee, I muſt be humble, and have a low O pi. 1 
nion of myſelf. May I daily conſider iy 4 
Weaknels and Miſery, m my aſt Offences, m my 1 
daily Failings { that E may n ver be pufſed up 1 


with a vain Conceit of mylelf, let me lory i in Ml 
Nothing but my Infirmities, that the Virwe of | 
N Clniſt oy: reign, af '# Cor. its o de Jer 1 
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1 the Fus. ſent {ro eagle. bar 01 

5 and Leiche him, to Bog him, wt ho ard bay? hs 
20. And he confeſſed and di not Ky and 


hegonſeſſed, Lem not the Ohiſt. 211. A900 PA 


ö 
2 
2 
N 
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ine. alked bim; { hat cie 
of a0 b. 2m, poty ir 
1 nd he an wered: 0 0 the 
| fore to him: ho aft th an 

an Anſwer to A that we 


thou Ife h + He 10 Lam the Vote hy 
of one crying in the Wilderneſ, make ſtag 


"the Wir. 0 the, Lord,. 25 ſaid . the. Propff e M. 
Tin, 2g; And' they Nr. were 1157 weje of 
of the Phariſees. 4 
"and ſaid 10 ae Wi de A thou hip om 


$126, 
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tize, it thou be not Ghniſt, nor Elias. Bar iff 
Prophet? 26. Joho anſwered them faying: Mt 
1 baptize. with Waters, but there hath 10054 | # 
one in ihre Midſt of !y6u,, whom you know = Þ 
not. 27. The ſame is he that. ſhall come after - 0 
me, who! is preferred before me; the Latchet . 
of whoſe, Shoe I am not worthy to looſe. 28. | 
Theſe Things were done in Bethania beyond 
ves where, John: ieee C3: gots of to) 


7 71699 6 ; 318 15 35 cf 81 it's 


REFLECTIONS. s 


- The Oneſiion t#bich the Melietgers: of the 
High. Prieſts put to St. John Baptiſt: Who art | 
%% P, Is a Queſtion: which'.every Chriſtian L | 
| | ought frequently to put to bhimſelf, and to aſk —_ 
} Þ himſelf ſeriouſly, who and what he is? In this Ii 
1 | neceflary Selt-Examinatzon he will find what 
0 he is, or 5 he ought to be in Quality of a 


af Chriſtian: The Reſult of Which will be, that # 
be will be able to judge of himſelf how far he 1 


15 complies wich he Dekiedimplied by that ſacred | 
0 Character, and as far as he finds him felf defi. 9 
7 cient; will meet withla faithſul Monitor to tel! 


„bim. what he muſt. do in Order to make good 
„dhe Engagements he lies under as a Chriftian, Li 
and Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, This Queflion 1 
we can never more properly put to ourſelves | 
pI than in the preſent ſolemn and ſerious Time of 
& advent, eſpecially if we conſider it, as it is, 4 
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fl Matter which inoſt nearly concerns every one | 
of us. To be wanting in this, Go to  negledt = 
52 Jour beſt and greateſt Intereſt. l 
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In putting this Queſlion: Who art thou? 
to avoid Iluſions and dangerous Miſtakes, we 


maſt not confine. ourſelves 'to the bare Letter 


of the Queſtion, and the natural Anſwer to 
it, which we are taught in the Catechiſm. J 
am a Chriſlian, i. e. one who being baptized 
inwardly believes, and outwardly proſeſſes the 


Faith and Law of Chriſt. We are to conſider 
both the Queſtion and the Anſwer in a more 


extenſive Light, to penetrate the Senſe of the 
Words, and thoroughly comprehend what is 
meant by a Chriſtian, one who inwardly believes 
and outwardly proſeſſes the Faith and Law of 
Chriſt. If io be a Chriſtian no more was re- 
_ quired than an Aſſent to the Articles of the 
Chriſlian Faith, the Queſtion would; be more 
ealtly anſwered, and there would bet much leſs 
Reaſon to ſuppoſe many Chriſtians: ignorant of 
what they ought to be by Virtue of that Cha- 
ratter. But when we conſider the Chriſtian 
Religion as a practical one, and obliging the 
Proſeſſors of it to the Obſervance of many 
Precepts and Rules given by the divine Au- 
thor of it, and when we ſee the Generality of 
Chriſtians deviating from thoſe Rules, and fo]- 
Jowing others quite contrary, juſt Reaſons oc- 
cur to put the Queſtion, Who art thou? and to 

_ preſs it Home, if not to inform: the Ignorance 
ol fuch, at leaſt to rectiſy their miſtaken: Con- 
duct, and to let them ſee how. much and fadly 


; they deceive themſelves, while bearing the 


Name and Character of Chriſtians, they take 
no Care to live as becomes ſuch. To aſk Chrif- 
Ts 18 | tians, 
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tians, therefore, what they are, is neither an 
impertinent nor a ſuperfluous Queſtion, but 
highly uſeful and neceſſary. RR SI 
What is a Chriſtian, one who really is what 
this ſacred and holy Name iinports? He is 
one who being baptized, inwardly believes, 


and outwardly profeſſes the Faith and Law of 


Chriſt. He is one who inwardly and ſincerely 


believes all the Articles of Faith, all the ſacred 


Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion, and aut- 


wardly profeſſes the Law of Chriſt, not with 


his Lips only, but by his Actions, by his Life 


and Converſation, which are a faithful Tranſ- 


cript of all the Duties enjoined him by the 
Goſpel he proſeſſes to believe. Then are we 
true Chriſtians, when we not only believe and 
profeſs, but likewiſe do conſtantly obſerve the 
Low of Chriſt. Then, il aſked the Queſtion : 
Who art thou We may anſwer boldly, I am 
a Chriſtian, when our Conſcience bears Teſli- 
mony to, and our Actions demonſtrate the 


Truth of what we ſay, and manifeſſly ſhew 


that we are fo indeed. 


A Chriſtian really ſo, is one who makes the 


Goſpel, the landing Rule of his Conduct, 


and regulates himſelf by the pure and holy 


Miaxims of it, and is careful never to deviate 


ſrom what it preſcribes. From the Goſpel 
he learns to be humble in whatever Station 
of Life Providence has placed him. In all 
Occurrences of Life he is perfectly reſigned to 


the Will of God: like holy Job, he preſerves 


his Integrity, and — happens to him he 
MY | — 


neſs and Frailty, at any Time, he falls in 
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is content. If the World ſmiles upon him, 
he is not elated nor puffed up. Proſperit 

does not raife, nor Adverſity depreſs him . He 
ſinks not under Misfortunes, but refers all to 
God, in whom all his Deſires and Wiſhes are 
centred. The true Chriſtian, ſenſible that he 


| Has renounced the Pomps and Vanities of the 


Wofld, is not influenced by Cuſtom or Ex. 
ample, nor Jets them prevail upon him %o run 
into thoſe Methods, which are no Ways re. 

concileable with the ſober and ſelf-denying 
Maxims of the Goſpel. He Tabours to ſub- 


due his Paſſions, and not let them govern and 


domineer over him. Above all he is careſul 


to avoid Sin, looking upon it with Horror. as 


the greateſt of Evils, and if, through Weak- 

ON HO s into 
Sin, he immediately endeavours to riſe by Re- 
pentance, and has Recourſe to thoſe Means 
God has appointed to obtain Pardon and to 


prevent future Relapſes. He loves Goſ above 


all Things, and his Neighbour as himſelf. To 
nouriſh this excellent Fund of true Piety, he 


is diligent in Prayer, and frequenting the Sa- 


craments, thoſe excellent Means of Grace eſta» 


bliſhed by God in his Church. With theſe he 
nouriſhes his Soul, and by them makes a daily 
Progreſs in Virtye: Far from being cold, te- 


pid, and negligent in the Duties of Religion, 


the Zeal and Fervour with which he performs 


them, ſhews his Heart to be tquched not only 
with a Senſe of his Duty, but alſo with a ſin- 


exe Deſire to perform it. Se 
ayers © This 
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This is a brief but inſtructive Deſcription cf 
a true and real Chriſtian, ſuch all ought to be 
who bear the Character, and who call theme 


ſelves Chriſtians. O that every one who glo- 


ries in the Name, would endeavour. to live io, 
as if the Queſtion was put to him: Mat art 


thou? He might ſay : Iam a Chriſtian in the 


practical Signiſication of the Word! It isevery 
one's Intereſt, no leſs than his Duty ſo to do, 
that his Conſcience may not reproach him, or 


convince him of Untruth in his Anſwer to the 
Queſtion. Such Chriſtians may ſecurely hope 


fo ſhare in the Bleſſings of the approaching 
Solemnity of the Birth of Chriſt, They will 
truly find him to be a Saviour to them herc, 


and who will make them cternally happy with 
kim hereaſter, hs 


ASPIRATIONS. 


O my God, thou eternal Source of all 
Good ! thou haſt called me to the Knowledge 
of tbee, the true and only God, and of thy 
Son Jeſus Chrilt, whom thou haſt ſent into 


the World that the World might be ſaved by 


bim. By thy Grace I ama Chriſtian, I glo- 
ry in the: ſacred Name, lt is the Effect of thy 
Bounty and Goodnels to we, may I never 


abuſe this Goodneſs,” nor live unworthy of 


that holy Vocation to which Lam called. As 
I profeis myſelf a Chriſtian, a Member of thy 
holy Catholic Church, aſſiſt me wich thy 


Grace that I may live like a Chriſtian, and 
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adorn my holy Faith, by a holy Life, to thy 
Honour and Glory, the Edification of my 
_ Neighbour, and the Good of my own Soul. 
I am a Chriſtian, O may I always be a praftie 
cal one, and ſhew my Faith by good Works. 
Deliver me, O Lord, from all füulions and 
Miſtakes, and let me never deceive myſelf by 
truſting only in the Name. Let my Life be a 
daily outward Profeſſion of the Faith and 
Law of Chrift, by making that holy Law the 
conſtant and only Rule of my Conduct, that 
living as a Chriſtian in thy Faith and Fear here, 
I may come one Day to be happy with thee 
herealter. „„ 0 


or i: N 
In the Third Week of Advent, 
GOSPEL, St. Joun i. 19. 

: ND this is the Teflimony of John, 


when the Jews ſent from Jeruſalem 
Prieſts and Levites to him, to aſk him, Who 
art thou? 20. And he conſeſſed and did not 
deny: And he confeſſed, I am not ihe Chriſt, 
21. And they aſked him: What then? At 
thou Elias? And he ſaid, I am not, Art thou 

N e 
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the Prophet ? And be anſwered: No. 2 22. 
They ſaid, therefore, to bim: Who art thou, 
at we may give an Anſwer to them that ſent 
us? What ſayeſl thou of thyſelf? 23, He ſaid, 
I am the Voice of one crying in the W ildes- 
neſs, make ftraight the Way of the Lord, as 
faid the Prophet Ifaias. 24. And they who 
were ſent were of the Phariſees. . 25. And 
they afked him, and faid to him: Why then 
doſt thou baptize, if thou be not Chriſt nor 
Elias, nor the Prophet? 26. John anfwered 
them, ſaying, I baptize with Water, but there 
hath ſtood one in the Midfi of you, whom vou 
know not. 27. The ſame is he that ſhall 
come after me, who is preferred beſore me: 
The Latchet of woe Slide 1 am not worthy 
to looſe.” ge. Thele Things were done in Bas 


thania bey ond Jordan, where e Was bp: 
tizing. | 


REFLECTIONS 


The nearer we draw to the approaching 

| Solemnity -of Chriſtmas, the more we e 
to entertain ourſelves wich refleQing on the 
infinite Mercy and Goodneſs of God to Man, 
fo conſpicuous in that happy Feſlival. To 
conſider God becoming. Man, the eternal 
Word of the Father, veiling. all bis Glories 
under a litile Inſant's Form, veſting himſelf 
with all our Miſeries, being made Man like 
onto us, Sin ovly excepted, out of pure Love 

0 us, and to make us happy wich bim for 


E 3. Ever. 
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ever. What a large Field of holy Thoughts 
here preſents itſelt! ſo large aud extenſive ag 


we ſhall ſooner want Power to feflect, than Sue. 
Jett for our pious Reflections. It is eaſy bere 
to loſe ourſelves in theſe adorable Myiteries, 
this ſathomleſs Depth of God's Love io Man. 
In the Contempla.ion of it, we may juſily cry - 
out with St. Paul: O the Height o the Riches 
of the Wi/dom and Knowledge of God! How 


incomprelenſible are his Judgments, and his 


Ways paſt finding out. Rom. xi. Theſe are 
| the great and adorable My ſteries recommended 
to us by the Church at this Time, who deſires 
we ſhould not only think of what God has 


done for us, but like wiſe on what we ought to 
do for him, what Returns we ought to make 
him for his Mercy and Goodneſs to us. Theſe 
Mercies are indeed truly gratuitous beſtowed 
on us, of his free Bounty and Goodneſs, yet 
ſo as ſomething is required on our Parts to 


ſhate in the happy Conſequences of them. 
Are we then lincerely deſirous to reap the 
Bleſſings of thoſe Mercies we are about to 
_ commemorate in the approaching Feſtival? 


Are we deſirous that the Birth of Chriſt may 


be advantageous to us? Ifwe are, we muſt now 
endeavour to put off the old Man with his 


Deeds, and put on the new Man, ſo that 


Chriſt may be ſpiritually born in us, that 
be may be formed in us, and that we may live 
by his Spirit. 1 


That Chriſt is thus ſpiritnally born in us 
will beſt appear by the Conduct and 1 
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of our Lives. If they are regulated by the 
Example and Precepts of our Divine Maſter, 
if we carefully, endeavour. to prattiſe thoſe 
Virtues he recommends to us in his holy 
Word, then he may be ſaid to be born in us, 
and we may glory in the Title and Character 
of his Diſciples and Followers, it being his 
own Aflertion: Then are 7 2 Diſciples, ii you 
do thoje Things which 1 have commanded yo. 
St. John vi. 8. Unleſs in a virtuous and holy 
Life we can ſhew ſome Conſormity to Chriſt, 
our Head, we may deceive ourſelves with vain 
Notions, and falſe Appearances, but ſhall have 
little Grounds to think that we ſhall be ac- 
ceptable to him, or be acknowledged to belon 
to him: We read in the Goſpel of St. Luke 
vi. 2. that when the Bleſſed Virgin carried ber 
holy Child Jelus io the Temple, that devout 
Simeon ſaid of him), he ſhould be let for the 
Fall and Riſing of many. The Delign of his 
coming into the World was to fave all Men, 
and that by him they might riſe to eternal Hap- 
pine is, yet there are many, ii is to be feared, 
to whom his Coming will be their Fall or 
Ruin, by the Abuſe they make ol his Mercies, 
the dreadſul Conſequence of which deſerve 
our moſt ſerious Attention, and may have a 
good Effect upon us. To abuſe theſe Mercies 
of God by Sin, to live in a willul Lranſgreſſion 
of his Commands, 10 live according to the 
Spirit of the World, and not ec: ording to ihe 
Spirit of God, is to expoſe ourlelves to the 
Severity of his, Juſtice, who. will ſeverely 
puniſh us ſor the Abuſe of his Mercies, 
es, How 
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How will the unhappy; wilful, habitual Sin. 


ner one Day repent of, and accuſe his Faſt 


Folly, and Obſtinacy in Sim? Such may 
permit the Devil and the World here to 


amuſe and deceive them with preſent” pleaſing 
and finful Enjoyments. They may live in a 


careleſs, negligent Manner, neglecting their 
Duty to God, and all Sure of their Souls, 
They may pleaſe' themſelves With miſtaken 
Moat et be ing ſcreehed under an outſide 
Form, or empty Name of | Chriſtian, but, 
alas! that will not do, and all ſüch maſt 
expect, without Repentance and Amend. 
ment, to be rejected by Chriſt, and to hear 
from him: I #nots he note Depart from mr; 
you. PINOT. of eee. 8. Matthew, vi. 
25.1 t 

But if; we dreadful! Conſequences of Sin 
and of abuſmg the Mercies of God, may 


juſtly fright. and deter us. from Sin, how 


ought the more noble Motives of a- orateſul 


Senſe of his Mercies, of Love to him who 
bas ſo loved us, ſlir up-in+ our Hearts a ſin! 


cere and earneſt Deſire to correſpond with 


: his Grades, and to Mare 1 In the Bleſſings he! is 


deſirous to beffow on us? Let us add to this, 
and conſider the happy, truly bappy Conſe. 


quenccs of loving and ſerving God, whereby 


we ſecure to ourſelves Heaven and 9 
Bliſs. This Eiſe is but for a ſew. Years; | 

will ſoon be over, and then, O-the- ba 
and deſirable Eternity, which will ſucceed! 
TH" this ons of to let use ſee where our 
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greateſt Intereſt lies, and how much it will be 
for our own Advantage to love and ſerve God ? 
It is by ferious and devout Reflections of this 
Kind, we are now to diſpoſe ourſelves for the 
approaching Solemnity, and that we may have 
Reaſon to rejoice in the Nativity of Chriſt. 
Theſe annual Solemnities are wilely deſigned 
by the Church for the ſpiritual Good of her 
Children, that laying before. them a lively Re- 
preſentation of the grand Myſteries of the 
holy Religion they profeſs, they may from 
thence not only learn their Duty, but be ſlirred 
up to a zealous. Performance of it. Let us 
ar thus diſpoſe ourſelves, and for this beg the 
„ Aſſiſtance of his Grace, that while we comme- 
. I morate his Mercies to us, we may not be un- 
grateful to him. How miſerably blind, and 
inſenſible to our own Good muſt we he, if 
his Mercies, and the Confideration of them, 
have no Efſeft upon us! What will it avail, us 
to know what he has done Tor us, ſeemingly 
to thank him for it by commemorating his 
Bleſſings in theſe ſolemn Feſtivals, unleſs we 
{ertouſly endeavour to make ſome due Returns 
to his Love? We can never do too much for 
him who has done ſo much for us, Let us 
adore him then; let vs love, and let,us ſerve 
him here, that we may enjoy him, praiſe him, 
and be happy with him ſor ever. 
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ASPIRATIONS.” 


FR 28 Tots; * 


1410p Jeſus, my adorable Saviour. and Re. 
deemer? Tliou Son ef God made Mad! 


How am I Joſt in the ſweet [Contemplation 
of thy Love and Goodrels ta us! O may the 


Memory of this Love, always remain with me] 
Ma ay it be fo deeply grafted i in my Heart, that 
FT may never ſoiget thee, nor be ungrateſul io 


thy Love! [ adbre thee, 0 thou true Life and 


Happinefs of my Soul !'F adore thee in thi 
wonderful Myſtery of Goodneſs and Bounty, 


'O that 1 8001 love thee as thou haſt loved me! 
My God 1 deſire to love thee in the beſt Man. 


Bel Jam able, and becaufe 1 love thee, to ſerve 


and obey thee ia all Things. Aſſiſt me with 


thy Grace, O reid Aft and help me, that 
Jay duly ee yell o meer.t es in the 
That while T honour 

y facred Birth of ihe Bleſſed Virgin Mary, 
thou mayeſt be ſpiritually born in me. Unite 
me, dear Jeſus'! intimately to thee, and may 
nothing be able to ſeparate me from thee, 
May 1 hve-in thee, and 7 thee ! May. I live 
only for thiee, and to thee A fog; bepf " 
Tay: mee berealer, IR 
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of Tiberius Cæſar, Pontius Pilate being 
Governor of Judea. and Herod being Tetrarch 
of Galilee, and Philip his Brother Tetrarch of- 
liurea, and the Country of Traconitis, and. 
Lyſanias Tetrarch of Abilina. 2. Under the 
High Prieſts Annas and Caiphas,; The Word: 
of the Lord was made unto John che Son of 
Zachary in the Deſart. g. And he came inte 
all the Country about Jordan, preaching, the 
Baptiſm of Penance for the Remiſhon ot Sins; 
a5 11 is written in the Books of the Sayings of 
Ifaias the Waters 1. K Voice of one cry- 
ing in the ildernels; prepare ye the Way 
of the. Lord, wake Araight has Paths. 5. Every 
Valley ſhall be filled: and every Mountain 
and Hill ſhall be broug ht low, mg, the crook». 


ed Paths ſhall be 156 % ſtraight, and the rough 
Ways plain. 6. And all F 
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make a deeper Impreſſion on our 
to make us attentive to what ſo much regards 


6% Fourth Sunday of Advent. 


REFLECTIONS. 
This is the fourth and laſt Sunday of 44. 
vent: the Golpel of it, like thoſe of the ſe. 
cond and third, is an Account of the preach. 


ing of St. John Baptiſt, and his telling the 


12 of the Coming of their long expected 
efſias, with ſerious Exhortations to diſpoſe 


themſelves to receive him by bringing forth 


worthy Fruits of Penance. But, why does the 


Church repeat the ſame Thing ſo often over 


to us? Why are her Goſpels, on theſe Sun. 
days, on the ſame Subject? Why! But to 
Minds, and 


us, and wherein we ate fo deeply concerned! 


It is an Affair of the utmoſt Conſequence to 
us, and therefore deſerves our frequent and 
ſerious Attention. The holy Precurſor of 


Jeſus tells the ſews, that he was ſent to pre- 


| pare the Way of the Lord, and to make 
ſtraight his Paths, thar in Order to this every 


Valley was to be filled up, and every Moun- 
taip and Hill to be levelled, the crooked Ways 
to be made ſtraight, and the rough Ways 
ſmooth, that all Fleſh might ſee the Salvation 


ſent from God. This Advice of the Baptilt 
is now given to us by the Chureh, and is no 
| leſs neceſſary for us than the Jews, that we 
may Prepare ourſelves, as we ought, for the 


Kingdom of God which is at Hand, and from 
which Sin will exclude us. Unle/s yon d. 
FL 1 Penance, 


Fourth Sunday of Advent. 61 
Penance, you: ſhall all periſh, ſays Jeſus Chriſt, 
St. Luke vi. 19. Repentance is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, as our Sins have made a ſad Separation 
between God and us. To cloſe this Separa- 
tion, and to reconcile us to God, Jeſus Chriſt. 
came into the World; to make Atonement 
for our Sins, and to reſtore us to the Grace and 
Favour of God, and all the happy Couſequen- 
ces of it: But, in Order to this, we muſt do 
our Part, and by ſincere Repentance, by Works 
of Penance, and the Amendment of our 
Lives, make ourſelves worthy of the Bleflings 
defigned for us by the Birth of Chriſt. 

This Repentance, this Baptiſm of Penance, 
to which we are now exhorted, conſiſts ina 
hearty Deteſtation of Sin, a ſincere and firm 
Purpoſe of Amendmeat, and of not finning 
any more, We muſt be ſorry for our Sins, 
not in Words only, but from our Hearts. We 
muſt excite ourſelves to this Sorrow and Con- 
trition, by ſeriouſly conſidering how bale Sin 
is in itſelf; how odious and diſpleaſing it is to 
God, who, being eſſentially holy and perfett, 
cannot but hate and abhor Sin. We have 
Reaſon to be ſorry far our Sins, becauſe there. 
by we offend God who is fo good to us, and 
[rom whom we have received fo many Bene- 
fits. All that we have, we received ſrom him. 
He created us. He redeemed us: He pre- 
ſerves us; He gives us all the temporal Bleſ. 
lings we enjoy, and promiſes us eternal Happi - 
neſs in Heaven. It muſt be then an extreme 
Ingratitude to offend * by Sin who has been, 

ñů„ « who 
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62 Fourth Sunday of Advent, 
who is ſo good to us. If we conſider this 


ſeriouſly we ſhall find juſt Motives to produce 
true Sorrow and Contrition ſor our Sius, mote. 


Jo, from the Love of God, conſidering him in- 
; 7 


finitely good in himſelf, inſiuitely amiable and 
verthy o be loved. ©; ñsĩ⁊5046ö¾m ᷑ orion, 
Having thus ſtirred up aurſelves to true Sor. 
row for our Sins, we inuſt with great Humi- 
lity confeſs and accule ourſelves of them to the 


Prieſts and Miniſters of God, that from them 
ve may receive the Benefit of  Abſolution' and 
the Pardon of our Sins. They are as ſo many 


Baptiſts ſent by God, particularly atithis Time, 


to preach to us this Baptiſm of Penance, and 


to exhort us to bring forth worthy: Eruits of 
Penance hy a carefu] Amendment of our Lives, 


avoiding all Sin and the Occaſian of it, and 


daily ſtriving to advance in Virtue and the 


Love of God. This is that Baptiſm of Pe, 


nance ſo neceſſary for us, and wherein con- 
ſiſts one and a great Part of that Preparation 
we are now to make for the Coming of our 


Lord. Another and neceflary Part 1s to ob- 


ſerve what is further ſaid in this Day's Goſpel: 
Every Valley ſhall he filled; and every Mountain 
and Hill ſhall be brought low, and the crooked 


| Paths ſhall be made _ ſtraight; and the rough 


Ways plain. We muſt level the Mountains 
of Pride and Ambition: by Goſpel Humility, 


Mildneſs and Meekneſs, We muſt fill up the 
empty Valleys of Sloth and Indifference by 


Zeal and Fervour in good Works. Weimul! 
ftraightep the crooked Ways of our wicked In- 
a | clinations, 


„ To OTy _ 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent. 63 
elinations, and plain the rough Paths of our 
inordinate Deſires by reducing chem to an exact 


Con formiiy to the Will of God, that we may 
neither wiſh nor deſire any Thing but what 1s 


pleaſing to him, We mult foriake the crooked 
and bye Paths of the World, and walk in the 
plain and ſmooth Way of his hoh Commands. 


By this Means we , {hall come 10 ſee, that is, 
receive the happy Effects of this Salvation ſent 
ſrom God. As nothing here is conſulted but 


our Intereſts, that ought to make us diligent in 


the Performance of our Duty, as our eternal 


Happineſs depends upon it. How happy ſhall 


we be when we come to ſee this Salvation of 


God! Happy in the Enjoyment of him who 
is the Fountain of all Bliſs, and who now in- 


vites us to this Happinels, and tells us how we 
may obtain it. How miſerably fooliſh are all 
thoſe who Night his Goodneſs, and refuſe'to 


| hearken to his Calls! Such truly delerve to 


ſuffer under the ſad Effecks of his Juſtice, who 


: thus neglers n reject his e 


AS P I R A T 1 © N 8. 
0 Feſes, my adorable Redeemer i Thou art 


- the! Salvation fent from God, the promiſed 
Meſſias, the Deſire of the Patriarchs, and Ex- 
peflation of the Prophets. Thou comeſt, dear 
Lord, to bring Salvation to Mankind, and to 
fill the Earth with the Riches of thy Bounty. 
Go forth, O Daughter of Szon]! Go forth my 
Soul to meet thy. King. and prepare the W 1 | 


"> 


64 Fourth Sunday of Advent. 
of the Lord, of this Sovereign Lord of Heaven 
and Earth. O my God! 1 ae dee 
and to Stacey) Way. O that 1 could do 
it in ſome Meaſure aniwerable to what thou 
deſerveit! 
O thou eternal 3 and Founiajn of all 
Good! In thee are contained all tbe Freaſures 
ol Heaven. Open the rich Storehouſe ofthy 
' Grace, and ſrom thence-adorn my Soul with 
all thoſe Virtues Which may make me pleaſing 
and acceptable to thee. I no go forth to 
meet thee, dear Redeemer of my Soul, aud 
humbly invite thee to take up thy Reſidence in 
my Heart. O come and dwell in my Heart 


by Love, and grant that by a wreak K oo Love | 


J my be OP: united to 1 15 
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N OW in the bſiccmb Yeu of the Reign 
of Tiberius (afar, Pontius Pilate being 
Governor of Zudea, and Herod being Tetrarch iſ 


of Galizee, and Philip his Brother Tetrarch of 
Iturea, and the Country of 11 achonitis, and 


Ly/amas, Tetrarch of Abilina. 2. Under the 


High Prieſts Annas and Carphas.s The Word. 
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Wedneſday in the fourth Week of Advent. 65 
of the Lord was made unto Jolin, the Son of 
 Lachar y 1 in the Deſart. g. And he came into: 
all the Country about Jordan, preaching the 
Baptiſm of Penance for the Remiſſion of Sins; 
as 1t is written in the Book of the Sayings of 
| Jſaras the Prophet. 4. A Voice of one cry- 


ing in the Wilderneſs, Prepare ye the Way of 


(Þ or ww — 2 Ui — % an 


A 


| 
f 


the Lord, make ſlraight bis Paths. 5. Every 
Valley Mall be filled, and every Mountain and 
Hill thall be brought low, and the crooked Paths 

ſhall be made Araiglu, and the rough Ways 
plain. 6. And all-Fleſh ſha'l ſee the Salvation 
fent from God. 


REFLECTIONS. 


Tabs Ba Nadin to the vel, and 
Rog them of the Coming of 7e/us Chriſt, is 
an inftrüctive Leflon to all Cheiltians, who are 
no leſs intereſled therein now, than the Jer. 
were then, They were the peculiar People, 
the favourite Nation of God to whom he, had 
given a Law by the Diſpenſation of Angels, 
A holy Law indeed, aud peculiar to them; 
but this Law was to be abrogated at the Com- 
ing of. Chiiſt, and the Partition- Wall between 
Jew and Gentile to be broken down, and the 
more noble and univerſal Law of Grace was 
to be eſtabliſhed by the Preaching of the 
Goſpel, whereby all Nations, every one, all 
Fleſh might ſee the Salvation ſent from God, 
that is, partake of the Mereies of that general 
Redemption, the Son of- God came into the 
F 3 N orld 


66 Wedneſday in the fourth Week of Advent. 
World to bring to all Mankind without Excep- 
tion of Perſons : of which, as St. John Buph} 
did the Jews, fo the Chureb at this Time puts 
us Chriſtians in Mind, and offers the ſame to 


our ſerious Conlidetations. | 


Fhis Salvation, this Redemption is univerſal 


and defigned for every one; to ſuppoſe or ima- 
pine otherwiſe wonld be a terrible Illuſton, and 
a manifeſt Affront to the unlimited. Goodneſs 
and Mercy of God, Who as he created every 
one, is likewiſe ſincerely deſirous to ſave every 
one. Nothing can hinder any one from par- 
taking of this Salvation, but Obſtinacy in Sin, 


5 which Sinners reſuſe to be ſaved, that is, 


will not do what is required to partake of the: 
Salvation offered: to them, and to every one. 
As God is infinitely Good, infinitely Merciful, 
and infiaitely Juſt, io ſuppoſe that he does not 


fincerely defire the Salvation of all-Men, is to- 


deny thele Attributes effential to him; for how 
can we ſuppoſe him infinitely good and merct- 


ful, if he'excludes: auy from Salvation, any: 
who defire,. and endeavour to be ſaved? How 
can he be thought infinitely, juſl, if propoſing, 
Salvation to us, he is not willing to beſtow it 
upon us, and to furniſh us with ſuthcient Means. 
w Obtain it? A Thought of this Kind is as. 


mocking to Reaſon, as it is contrary to Truth 


and Religion God fo loved the World, that he 

fent has. Son into the World, that the Morld 

might be ſaved. by him, &. John iii. The 

whole World, not a Part of it only. If all are 

not ſaved, if any are loſt, it is through their: + 
| | _ ewn 
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Wedneſday in the fourth Week of Advent. 6 
| own Fault, ahd not for Want of any Will in. 
God, or Defect of Means whereby they might: 

artake of that Salvation wrought by. 7e/us: 
Crit. This joſtiſies all the Ways of God, 
and makes it appear tRat none are Joft but by 
their own Fauk: Thy Perditton ts of thy/elf,. 
0 Ital, Oſeas iv. . 
I To-eorroborate this Truth, let us hear what 

Coch lichſelf ſays; by His Pfophet: /-defere not 

the Death of a Sinner, but that hie be converted, 

and lvoe. Turn unto me wth all your: Hear ts. 

Why will you die, O Houſe uf Hfrael ?. At what: 
5 Time ſot ver a Sinner ſhall te: converted, he ſhall 
8 fave his Soul and. live. Exec. xxi. In like 
Manner. Je/u3Chri/t thus: addreſſes himſelf to 
k every one: Come unto me all-you that art heat 
: laden, and I will refreſh you. St. Matt. Xi. 
| I come not to call the Juft, but Sinners to Re- 


* — 


pentance. Chriſt is. the Propitiation.for our 
Sins; not for-the Sins of ſome only, but for. 
, the Sins of all the Wo1ld: Nor is there any. 


Sinner but-may-find Merey, and thereby ſee 
1 the Salvbtien fent from God: Phis is the Pur- 
. port of all thofe ſignificant Parables recorded in 
2 the ſacred Oracles. To deny, or to doubt of 
6 this, is to overthow the Whole Syſtem of the 
) Goſpel,.and to evacuate the. Promiſes oi God... 
| All Men may be ſaved it they are not wanting 
to it themſelves. Let-'no one then deſpair, . - 
4 not the greate ſt Sinner, : fince: by ſincere ard 
I true Repentance he may afſuredly find in 7% 
Chriſt, a Saviour, and by him obtain eternal 
Lite and Happineſs, and eſcape- that Judgment 

| 7 his IJ» 


88 Wedneſday in the fourth Week, of Advent. 


bis Sins, make him liable. to. St. John 
ae, the Jews to \ fly from the IWrath to come, 
IN Matt. iii. And cautioned them againfl a 
falſe Security they might draw from being 
Children of, Abraham. The Church now in 
the ſame Manner admoniſhes her Children, all 
_ Chriflians. There are very few Chriſtians, or 
rather are, there any, ho can ſay they are not 
Sianers, or that they, do not ſland iin Nee of 
the Mercy, of. God, and of his Salvation? 
Cam any. one then be backward, or unwilling 


to diipoſe hicſelk for it? Is it a diſagree. 


able 1 hing for Sinners to be reconciled to an 
offended God, and to Mare in that Mercy and 
Salvation he ſo generoully brings, and with fo 
. much Bounty offers to every one? Let us all 
endeavour, to ſhare in it. Let us improve the 
preſent. ſaveurable Opportunity, that we. may 
not receive this Grace of Ged in vain. This 
Glace is now maniſeſtled in the Birith of his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, our Saviour, that he may be 
2. Saviour to us all. He ſincerely deſires ſo 10 
| be; , He has done every Thing requiſite on his 
Part; aud {hall we be wanting on ours ?. Shall 
we do nothing lor ourſelves? Nothing, ſor 
Love of, him who, has done ſo mach for Love 
ol us? May this Bounty, this Goodneſs of 
. God, have a proper | Effett upon us, that we 
may make a right Uſe ot it, and thereby come 
; effcttually. to ſee the Salvation of God in the 
Kingdom of Heaven, there to . and be 
depp with him for ever. 


ASP 
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ASPIRATIONS. 
O God of infidte Mercy and Goodneſs ! 


thou comeſt in Mercy to viſit thy People, and 


| tobring, Salvation to all the, Nations of the 
Earth. Grant, deat Lord, that I may ſhare in 


this Mercy, and partake of this Salvation. I 
adore thee, O lovin 1 des Saviour of the 
World!! 1“ adore thee, 1 praiſe and blefs thee 
for thy incomparable Love to poor Sinners. 


It is in thy holy and humble Birth Chat I be- 


hold this Mercy ſhining forth with incon- 
ceivable Brighineſs and Lultre. How is my 
poor Soul comforted to fee. thee, my dear Re- 
deemer, coming to dwell ùhmong us! I defire 


to meet thee at thy Coming,  wath all the Af- 
ſedtions of humble Love and Gaatitude, and 


to make the beſt Returns I am able. I gladly. 


accept of that Salvation thou offereſt me, and 
I will do all that 1 can to partake of it. As 
thou, O Lord, haſt done a great Deal for me, 
haſt ſuffered a great Deal for me, 1 am de- 
ſirous'to do ſomething for thee. ''Þ will hence- 
forth liceno thee only, I will love and ferve 
thee only, ſori thou alone art the true Life and 
Happineſs of my Soul, and without thee I can 
never be happy either here, or hereafter. 


FRIDAY 
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NOW inthe fifteenth Year of the Reign 


of Galilee, and Philip: his Brother Tetrarch of 
« Tturea, and the Country of Traconitis, and 
. Eyſanias Petrarch of Abilina. 2. Under the 
High Prieſts Annas and Caiphas: The Word 
ol the Lord was made unto John the Son of 
Zachary in the Deſart. g. And he came into 
all the Country about Jordan, preaching the 
Baptiſm of Penance lor the Remiſſion ol Sins; 
as 41s Written-in the Books of the Sayings of 
__. Hatasthe Frophet. 4. A Voice of one ch. 
ing in the Wildernels; prepare ye the Way 
ol the Lord, make ſhaight his Paths. g. Every 
Valley ſhall be filled: and every Mountain 
and Hill ſhall be brought low, and the crook 
ed Paths {hall be made ſtraight, and the rough 
Ways plain. 6. And all Fleſh ſhall lee the 
Salvation /ent from God. 


| of Tiberius Cæſar, Pontius Pilate being 
Governor of Judea} and Herod being Fetrarch 
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We are now upon the Eve of the great So- 
lemnity of Chriſtmas, or the annual Comme- 
moration of the ſacred Birth of efus Chrift. 
To diſpoſe ourſelves for a worthy celebrating | 
this wonderful Effect of God's Love to us, a 
proper Retirement from the Hurry and vain | 
Amuſements of the World, is neceſſary.” To 

mis the Church now calls us, and propoſes to us 
izn ! the Example of St. John Baptiſt in the De- 
ing fort, where from his Childhood he remained 
reh till he was about thirty Vears of Age, and paſ- 
ol {ed his Time in perfect Solitude, in rigorous 
ind Penance, and fervent Prayer and Contèmpla- 
che tion. Happy thoſe devout Chriſtians Who 
ord MW endeavour to imitate him as far as the Circum- 
ol ftarices of the State of Life God has placed 
no them in, will permit! This is every one's Du- 
he ty; and if we are not 55 to be cloathed 
ns; in Camel's Hair, and to feed upon Locuſts and 
o wild Honey, we& are certainly obliged to re- 
5j. nounce all Luxury, and Extravagance in our 
Dreſs: all Exceſs and Intemperance in Eating 
ery and Drinking, and to let a Chriſtian' Modera- 
ain tion be our Rule, rather than the Cuſtoms of 
k- a corrupt World. What hinders us, that we 
on cannot avoid all criminal Bleaſures, idle Di- 
he W verſions, and vain Amuſements! We certainly 
may, if we- pleaſe, withdraw ourſelvesfrom the 
Hurry and Noife of the World, and live in 
ſome Recollectien of Mind and Tranquility 
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of Spirit. This o be done even while we 


attend to the. nes Ty Employments of our 
or 


Station in the an interiour Retire- 
ment and Solitude of the Heazt, a withdraw. 
ing our Aſſections ſrom any inordinate At- 
tachment io the Enjoyments of this World, 
which hinders us from ſeeking in the firſt 


Place the Kin dom of God and the Rigbte- 
outen thereot.. A, Retirement. which lepa-· 
rates us in Spirit com ine WW orld, ſo. that while 
we live in it, we, may not be of it; to) which, 
jf we added ſometimes, at proper Seaſons, as 
in this holy Seaſon of Advent, a more than | 


ordinary Receſs and Vacation. from worldly 
Buſineſs, to look into our ſpiritual Affairs, 
and the State of our, Souls, the Advantages 
we ſhould. reap from it, would ſufficienily 
recommend the Praftice, and therein- to. 
follow the Example of the Saints and holy 
Men, who choſe to live privately. 10 God 


and themſelves, when Duty, and Obli- - 


_ gation of their Station, or, Charity to their 
Pai did not wy; them, forth into the 

ublick 132 A iy 

As the Word may 5 ſtüed 5 1 and 
dangerous Sea, full a Rocks and Shelves, 
ſubjeQ to many Storms and Tempeſts, none 
but the raſh and imprudent will unneceſſa- 
rily venture upon it, a more than ordinary 
Skill being required o ſail through it, ſo 46 
to arrive ſafe: at the Port. It is the wiſe 
Man's Aſſertion: He that loves. Danger ſhall 
periſh in it. Eccleſ. vi. 19. Aad we ate not 


to 
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| to wonder if many are loſt, who might have 


been ſafe, had they been wiſe enough to have 
kept themſelves in that Privacy for which they 
were deſigned; but a fatal Itch of appearing 
in Publick, a Vanity to be taken Notice of, 
and to be thought of Importance, makes them 
not ſee their oak nnd makes them look 
upon a private Liſe with Contempt, as a Hin- 


| derance, - h of gaining a Reputation. 


More happy and ſecure the Chriſtian, who 
chuſes to hve retired from the Noiſe and Hur- 
ry of the World, moves on contented in a 
private Sphere, till the Order of God calls him 
forth to appear in Publick. Thus St. John 
Baptiſt, though deſigned for the publick Office 


* 


of Chriſt's. Precurlor, ſpent many Years re- 


N 7 


tired on the Wilderneſs, till called by God. 
and by him ſent ſrom the Deſart to preach to 
DIRT. A RR 
If we conſider ſerioufly what the World is, 
and behold it in a proper and true Light, we 
ſhall ſoon perceive how little it deſerves that 
Attachment by which the Hearts ef ſo many 
are unhappily glued, as 1 may ſay, to it. 
What is this World and what are all the 
Enjovinents of it? Shert, . tranſitory and un- 
certain, which we poſſeſs To-day, and may 
be deprived of To-morraw. Can this be the 
proper Object of a Chriſtian's Care and Soli- 
citude? We are created by God for the En- 
joyment of him in another and beiter- World. 
To ſecure this to ns, and to ſhew us the Way 
10 it, Jeſus Chriſt io Son of God comes in- 

| 6 40 
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Chri 


to 1757 World, and bids us follow him. A; 


ians we proſeſs to believe this, and are 


| naw is diſpoſe ourſelves to meet him in the 


annual Commemoration of his holy Birth, 


In every Circumſtance of his humble Nativit 
we may fee chat Contempt of this World he 


ſelves as we ought to meet him, unle 


* 


Vvould inſpire, us with, nor can we Gipoſe Our- 
5 


we en. 


7 — 


deavoùr to draw our Hearts and AﬀeQiong 


9 
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from all inordinate Love of this World and 
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Be ſenſible then, Chriflians, of your Dy. 
ty, and be perſuaded that it is alſo your Inte. 


* 


Teſt, to renopnce to the World, that is, to al 


linlul Commierce' with it. Learn by ſerious 


that when ' God: himſelf comes down from 


Heaven to Farth, to conduct you to Heaven, 


you muſt be extremely wanting to yourſelves, 
to {light or relate theſe Offers.of his Bounty, 


It will be a fad Reflection, one Day to think 


. 


how happy we might have been, but loſt tha 


E 
* 


ol 


Happinels by our own Folly. One Day to 
behold Jeſus Chriſt, not as our Salvation, not 


as our (gracious Redeemer, but as a terrible 
but a juſt Judge, excluding us from the Hap- 


pineſs of the next World for our ſinful Love 
of this, To prevent this Misfortune noy 


while we have Time, Jet us lay Hold of his 


Mercy, and correſpond to theſe Grages he 


offers to us. Let us bid Adieu to all the 
'finful Ways of the World, and retire from 


all Occaſions of ſinning. Let us prepare 


Reffeftion in a holy Solitude and, Retirement, 


th 


al 
m 
L 
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the Way of the Lord by walking in the ſweet 
and pleaſant Paths of his holy, Commanc= 


ments, which — ſaſely coudutt us t© eternal 
Lile. 


ASPIRATIONS 


O Jeſus, my dear Redeemer, the Salyation 
of alf who love and hope in thee! O draw 
my Heart and my Aﬀettions from the Worle, 
and all ſinful Attachment to it! It is for thee, 
my God, I am created, and not for the World. 
While I live in it according to the Order ef 
thy Providenee, let me not be of it, nor ſet 
my Heart upon any Thing in it. May I place. 
all my Happineſs in thee, and in thy holy Sei- 
vice; thou haſt made my Heart for thylel!, 
may it ever be unquiet till it reſts in thee. 
Grant that I may daily ſeek after thee inan 
internal Solitude, holy Retirement, and devoi t 
Prayer, and endeavour. daily to be united to 
thee by a ſincere and ardent Love of thec, 
For this I now bid Adieu to the World, 1 
renounce all its vain Amuſements and int 1 
Delights. It ſhall have no Place in my Hear, 
or Aﬀettions, which ſhall be placed on 1hde 
alone, who alone art all wy Good, my de 
and my All. 1 
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ON THE: 


SOLEMN ANTIPHONS, 


* 


©. 


Great O's. 


Dec. 17. "Aurirnon 


0 . qt er ore All im prodi 15 
attingens\ a fine uſque ad finem,  fortiter 
fſuaviterque diſponens omnia: veni ad do- 
cendum nos vam Prudentic. 


1 Witdom, ph 10 haſt proceeded out 


of the Mouth of the Moſt High, reach- 


ing from End to End, ſtrongly and 


| ſweetly diſpoſing all Things: Come and 


teach us the Way of Prudence. 


1* tbis Antiphon the Church n her 
devout and fervent Wilhes for the Coming 
of. Jeſus Chriſt as the Divine Dodlor or 

Teacher 


2 —— " IEEE” ate * 


by 


. 


The Antiphon, OWiſdom. 77 
Teacher of a moſt pure and holy Law. As 
ſuch he is here ſtiled Wiſdom, coming to rs 
fruQ us in that true heavenly Wiſdom of true 
Prudence, by which we underſtand and know, 
that then only we are truly wiſe, when we are 
wiſe to Salvation, and let the prudential Care 
we ought to have of our Souls maniteſt itſelf 


in living up to the holy Law; or Goſpel, of 


Jeſus Chriſt we profeſs to believe. For this 


Purpoſe, and with this View, jve:are how to 


join with .the Church in commemorating the 
Coming of Jeſus Chriſt our Dieine Maſter 
and Teacher, and with all poſſible Fervour 
and Deverina addreſs ourſelvesto him, that be 
would pleaie to illuminate our Underſtandings, 
and endue vs with celeſtial Prudence,. that we 
may ardenily love him, and. faithfully ſerve 


him here, the mn Way 10 be happy ng 
ater, 


1 


Devout Aſpirations « on this Antiphon, 


0 Le nag W Sourte- of: all: 
Good, Jelus, the Brightneſs of thy Father's 
Glory, and expreſs Image of his Subſtance !? 
O Word proceeding ſrom the Mouth of the 
Moſt High, and by whom all, Fhings were 
made! O thou, whoſe: unerring Wiſdom- 
does govern and diſpoſe all Pbings according 
to thy own moſt n ighteous and; holy Wii! 
Come and inform my. Igaorance, and teach 
we the Way of- that heavenly Prudence, by 
which 1 may leck and: find thee, and having 
. G 3. e 


78 The, Antiphon, O Wiſdom, 
found thee may remain inſeparably united to 
thee-: Thou art, O Jeſus! the Way, the 
Truth and the Life: Thou art the Way, and 
he who: followerh thee walketh not in Dark. 
nels... Thou art the only ſure unerring Truth, 
who canſt not deceive nor be deceived. Thou 
art the true Liſe of my Soul, in whom and by 
whom Þhve. O let me not be carried away 
by a Spirit of fafe Prudence, the Prudence 


and Wiſdom of this World, which is Fooliſh- 
_ nels in thy Sight. There is no Prudence or 


Wiſdom but in ſeating, loving and ſerving 
thee. The Fear of thee; O Lord, is the Be- 
ginning of true Wiſdom, _ 


O jeſus, my | adorable Saviour and Re. 


deemer ! thou didſt deſcend from the Boſom 


olf thy eternal Father into this Vale of Mi- 
ſeries, and didſt become Man for my Sake, 


that thou mighteft illuminate my Soul with the 
bright Rays of thy Truth, and that I might 


know thee the End of my Being. Behold me, 

dear Lord, loft again and wandering from 
thee in the dark. and crooked Ways of Sin. 
and Ignorance. O come and bring me back 


w thee,and fave my Soul from the Danger it 
Thou art he who doſt reach ſrom End tos 
End, and whoſe Almighty Power no one can- 


reſiſt. Thou doſt reach from the higheſt Hea- 
ven to the loweſt Depth, and no leſs ſweetly 
than ſtrongly diſpoſeſt of all Things. I admire, 


O Lord, thy Power and thy Wiſdom, both 


equal, both infinite. Then didf} thou truly 
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I reach ſrom End to End, from Heaven to 


Earth, when thou didſt aſſume our human 
Nature, and, being born of a Virgin; waſt 
made Man. I adore thee, O Word incat- 
nate! O Word made Fleſh, and dwelling 
with us! How unſearchable are thy Coun» 
ſels, O Lord! thy Ways ate paſt finding 
out, Who can ſathom the Depth of thy 


| Wiſdom and Goodneſs, ' or penetrate the 


Greattieſs of this Myſtery, a God Man, a 
Man God? The Heavens have dropped 
cown Dew from above, and the Clouds have 
rained down the Holy One: The Earth has 
opened, and budded forth a Saviour. O, how | 
adorable are the Counſels of thy Wiſdom, 
O Lord! how ftrangely endearing are the 
Ways of thy Love! How ſweeily didſt 
thou diſpoſe every Thing for the Redemption 
of Man, and to fulfil thy gracious Promiſe, 
The Seed of the Woman fhall cruſh the Ser- 
pent's Head! Lord, what is Man that thou 
art thus mindful of him, or the Son of Man 
tiat thou ſhouldeft thus regard. him | O thou 
true and only Life of my Soul! How am I 
raviſhed with Wonder and. Admiration in the 
Contemplation of ſuch exceſſive Love and 


Bounty! What- ſhall I render to thee, O 


Lord, lor all thy Mercies? What Return can” 
I poſſibly make to thee, my God? Bleſs the 
Lord, O my Soul, and all that is within me 
praiſe his holy Name. May all the Powelg 
of Heaven praiſe thee for me, and, joining my 
Ke | ME. Pp | "#1 | alt 


80 The Amiphen, 0 Wiſdom. 


Heart and Voice to them, I will for ever praiſe 
and magnily the. 

O Love divine! How wonderſul 16 thy 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, who didſt thus over. 
throw the Power of the Devil, and defeat the 
| Malice of that Enemy of my Soul! O Love! 
O Goodneſs! © Power! O Wiſdom ; truly 
divine and infinite! I adore: thee. Ah m 
God! What Return, can I make, and hs 
doſt thou require of me? Thou requireſt no- 
thing but Love, and can I reſuſe to love thee ? 
O my dear Redeemer l. I open my Heart unto 
thee, I abandon it entirely to thy Love, and 
all my Deſire is to love thee. May I never 


be, ſo ungratelul as to forget thee, nor 110 ſooliſh. 


as to delert thee, to ſeek ſor the vain and: 
wretched. Comforts of this World, or think 
I can be happy but. in loving thee. My God! 
Let me never be guilty. of ſo great a Folly, ſo 
much Iagratitude. O Wildom of the molt 
High, teach me, that true Wiſdom is to love 
thee. Teach me the Way of Prudence, which 
may direct me to contemn and deſpiſe: this: 
World, ſo as to find. thee,. and, pe all. n, * 
Happineſs i in loving thee. 


Theſe are the ſincere De ſires of. my Lear: 


Theſe Deſttes thou haſt given. me, O my 
God! I could not have them of myſelf,. 3 


me then what I now aſk, ſince thou thyſelf: 
haſt inſpired me to aſk. It is thus, . O Savis- 


our of my Soul! I deſite to prepare myſelf 


't& meet thee, in thy holy and. bumble Birth. 


N from uy ſacred Crib: in Bethlehem, 0 
| etcrual, 


E 
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eternal Wiſdom of: the Father, that thou wilt 
Be me what I defire to know. There I 

learn how much thou haſt loved me- 
There 1 ſnall be taught to love thee again: 
e How to love thee wav lo as to he * with 


1! thee e 

y | 1 

, * 

at 

; > 
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» 0 Aima, et 7 domus The, qui 
% Moyfe in igne fammæ Rubi opparuiſli, e et 
ei in Sina legem dediſti: Veni ad red 
un nos in Brachio ertento. 


- O Aline. and Leader of the Houſe 
„of 1ſrael, who didſt appear to Moſes in 
is. MN the Fire of the flaming Boſh, and didſt 
„ give to him. the Law on Mount Sina: 
6 8 a redeem us hh a ſtretched out 


elf; Cage, is here . dle * or 

Lord, and Leader of the Houſe of 1/rael; 
for as he did heretofore redeem the Pech ple of 
Iſracl from the Slavery of Egypt with a high 
Hand, and 1 in many Signs and Wonder, ſo he 
comes 


32 Nie Antiphon, O Adonai. 
comes in his holy and humble Birth to redeem 
Mankind from the Slavery of Sin and Death, 
and to-ſhew himſelf the Lord and Leader of 
all faithful! Chriſtians, to guide and conduct 
them by his Grace through the Wilderneſs of 


this World, and bring them into the true 


_ Canaan or promiſed Land of eternal Happineſs 
in Heaven; and as the Jews were obliged to 
follow and obey. Moles;conduRting. them, thro! 
the Deſart, ſo we Chriſtians muſt follow and 
obey Jeſus Chriſt our true Lord, our ſure 
and ſafe Guide to Heaven. Let us hearken 
to, and obey his holy Calls, whereby we {hall 
truly find him our Deliverer and our Saviour, 
and reap the happy Effects of his coming 
into che World and becoming Man for our 


* 


„„ c LD 
Devout Aſpirations on this Antiphon. 
O O thou true Lord and Leader of the Houſe 


of Iſrael, - Jeſus the promiſed Meſſias! Thon 


didſt gracioufly appear in our Fleſh to conduct 

us from: the Egypt of this World to the hea- 
yenly, Canaan; to: free us from the bard and 
cruel Slavery of Sin and Death, and to reſtore 


us to the glorious Liberty of the Children of 


God. What Praiſe and Thankſgiving are due 
to thee for this thy Love and Bounty! Thou 
 didft heretofore appear to thy Servant Moſes in 
a, flaming Buſh. ou didſt make him the 


Leader of thy choſen People Iſrael, and didit 
- give to him the Law on Mount Sina in * 
2 | 15 
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der and Lightening, and wich great Majeſty 
and Splendour. This Law thou didſt give td 
A 6a and ſliff. necked People, and with ſo 
much Terror to make them fear thee. This 
Law thoa didſt give only to the Jews, and that 
but lor a Time. Thou didſt defign a more 


noble, ealy, and univerſal Law, the Law of 


Grace, for Jews and Gentiles, for all Nations; 
and far every one who believes in thee. In 
the Fulneſs of Time thou didll come to give us 
this Law, and didſt appear, not in a burning 
Buſh, not in Terror and Majeſty, but in great 
Humility and Poverty, veſted with our human 
Nature, yet burning with Love and in the 


Flames of Charity to poor Man. Thou didſt 


come, O Saviour of the World, with an Arm 
ſtretched out, not to ſpread Fear and Terror 


round the Earth, but to lead and conduct us 


to thyſelf by all the fweet and gentle Ways of 
Love. Thou doſt kindly invite us all to thee, 
by telling us thy Yoke is eaſy and thy Burden 
light. We are not now ſubjett to a hard and 
ceremonious, Law. Thy Law is the ſweet and 
gentle Law of Love, of Love hieb makes all 
Things eaſy ang pleaſant. 99 50 

But if thy Yoke is chus eaſy, 26d thy Burden 


light; if thy Law is a Law of Love, gentle 


and ſweet. whence comes it, O my divine 
Maſter! Whence comes it that L am ſo back- 
ward in complying with it, ſo unwilling to 
bend my Miſt Neck o it? Ah my God ! 
why do 4 prefer the hard Service of ihe World 
to thy moſt reaſonable and Ly Commands? 


Is 


By The Antiphon, 0 Adonai. 
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Is it, alas] becauſe Sin yet reigns in me, and 
I fallow the inordinate Defires of my corrupt 
pe My Spirit'is willing to follow and 

obey thee, but my Fleſh is weak; The De. 
vil 10d the Woild ſolicit me, and I ſuffer my. 
ſelf to be drawn' away by them. 1 ſuffer my. 


| ſelf to be led by them, for they cannot force 
me, and I ſooliſhly hearken to their Battering 


Deceits. O Adonai! 0 my Lord and m 
Deliverer! O come and free me from theſe 
my Enemies who ſeek my Ruin. Come, O 


Lord! and with a ſtrong Hand, and with a 
ſtretched out Arm, deliver me from them. O 
break thoſe Chains of evil Habits and Inclina. 


tions wherewith my poor Soul is miſerabl 


bound. Untie the Cords 6f' Sin that 1 may 


walk with Freedom and Pleaſure in the ſweet 
Paths of thy holy Commands, that bein, 
freed from all Love of this vain World, f 


may place my Heart and AﬀeQtions on thee, 
my ſweet Jeſus, who alone art the worthy Ob- 


nel ang Love. 


Thou didſt come in iy ſores and bumble 
Birth to ſave. and redeem-ns, to illuminate our 
Minds with the Knowledge of thee, and to 


anflame our Hearts with Love of thee. It is 
this Merey I defire now grateſully to comme. 


morate, KP to thank thee for.” Thou didft 
come veſted with our Fleſh, a hitle weeping 
Infant A5 For in à Manger in à poor Stable. 
In this 


I now "behold and defire to 
adore — wk with all the grateful Senſe of Love 


— I proſtrate myſelf in Bpirit "Ie 
thee. 
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The Antiphon, 0 Adonai. 83 
thee. Hail, Tweet Jeſus, dear Redeemer, 
thou Word: made Fleſh! | Praiſe, Honour and 


Glory be to thee, O Chriſt, who for Love 


of us poor wretched Mortals didit deſcend 


from thy royal Seat above into this World of 


Miſery and Woe, that thou mighteſt free us 


from the ſad State of Sin, and from eternal 


Puniſhment. ' O my God! my Lord! come 
once more, and take-up thy Reſidence in iy 
Heart. J confeſs it is more vile and filthy 
than the Stable of Bethlehem, where thou waſt 
lodged at thy Coming into the World, but 
do thou ſo cleanſe it by thy Grace, and adorn 
it with thy Love, that it may become a plealing 
Habitation to thee, 


This is my earneff Deſi ire, and for this End 


didſt thou come into the World, that being 
freed'\ from. the Dominion of Sin and the 
Power of the Devil, and made thy Child by 


Adoption and Grace, I might dwell in thee 
and thou in me. Let nothing hinder this gra- 
cious Deſign of thine, O chou true Life and 


Happineſs of my Soul! Let not theſe] Zue- 
mies of my Soul prevail againſt me, aud de- 


prive me of ſo great a Good. Arife, O God! 


And lbiseHHemzee and mine be 'ſcattered, 
and let them chat hate thee fly before thee. 
Ariſe, O Lord, in thy mighty Power and de- 


liver me. Thos who did heretofore deliver 


the Childreneoſ Iſrael ſrom Egyptian a0 bee 
bri 


under the Conduct of Moles, pt didſt 


them into the Land of Promiſe, behold mehere, 


in che Egypt of. his World ſighing and wil b. 


; 


„ e Amiphon,0 Radix; 


ing for. my Deliverance, that,,I may come 10 
thee in the true heavenly Canaan, where] 
may poſſeſs and love thee, love and polleſs 
thee for ever. Streich out thy mighty. Arm, 
O infant Jeſus, eternal Son of God, God thy. 
ſelf. Cruſh the. infernal Serpent's Head. 
Redeem and ſave me, and conduct me ſaſe to 


thee, in Heaven, there. to be eternally happy 
Fo e RD OR ATT Ra Ds 


AXXXAXERXEREXANNY 
e. 19. Ann. 


e e e EUR 
pulorum, ſuper quem continebunt Reges 0 


ſjuum quem Gentes deprecabuntur: Veni ad 
Aberandum nos, jam noli tardare, 


O Root of Jeſſe, who ſtandeſt for 3 
Sign ofthe People, before whom Kings 
mall ſhut their Mouths, whom the Gen. 


les ſhall beſeech: Come and deliver us. 


Do not now delay. 


Rr is called bere the Root of 7eſ 


As anda Sign 40 the People, and he is truly 


io. According to his human Nature he ſprung 
from the Royal Race of David, from whole 
| - 1 Lins 
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Poins God had promiſed the Meſſias our Sa- 


viour ſhould proceed! Ie is no leſs the Sign 
or Seal of the Covenant of Grace, and by 
whom Salvation was brought to all Rtiod, 
and who comes to deliver the Sons of Alam 
from the fad Condition and Miſery in which” 
they were involved by Sin. He is likewiſe 
the true and only Root from whence all ſpi- 
ritual Gtaces ſpring. Hence we are now cal-' 
led upon in a particular Männer to have Re- 
courle to him, that by his Nativity of the“ 
Bleſſed V irgin we may partake of theſe Bleſ- 
lings he comes to bring to all the Earth. Let 

us beg that he would ſow the Seeds of his 
Grace in our Hearts, that they may take deep* 
Root, and ſpring up and bring ſorth Fruit to- 
everlaſting Life. CY e 


Devout Afpirations, on this Antiphon. 


9 Son of God, and Son of the 
Bleſſed Virgin, true God and true Man! Son, 


ol God the Father, co-equal and co-eternal 


God, with him and the Holy Ghoſt, one and 
tie ſame God, before all Time, without Be- 
ginning and without Ed! Son of the Bleſſed 
Virgin born in Tim:, che Root of 7c! 
Thou art that Sign to all People by which we 
are directed in our Way to Bliſs. Beſore 
thee all the Nations of the Earth ſhall tremble, 
and all the Monarchs of the World be filent, 
lor in thy Pieſence they are Nothing, and all 
their Power but Wind aud Smaak. Thou 
* H 2 alone 


ee 
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alone art to he ſeared. Thy Power is ink. 


nite. Thou art great and terrible, the mighty 
Lord beſore whom the Pillarsof. Heaven ſhake 


and the Elements, fly away. But, great and 


mighty as thou art, the omnipotent Creator 


ol Heaven and Earth, yet to ſhew the Riches 


af thy Mercy to Man, and the Sweetneſs of 


_ thy Love to him, thou wouldſt become Man 


like us. Thou vouldſt aſſume our human Na- 
tate to. become our: Saviour, and Redeemer, 


In thee, the Seed, of Abraham, ſhall all Na. 
tions of the Earth! be bleſſed, To tbee ſhall 


the Gentiles pray, and all People ſhall, praiſe 


thy holy Name. Thou art the Promiſed Meſ- 


Has, the ExpeCtation of the Patriarche, the 
Deſire of the Prophets, and, Hope of the Juſt. 
O! come and fulhl the longing Deſtre of: thy 


ſaitbful Servants. Come! And redeem and 


fave us! Make no longer. Delay, O God! 
Send, O Lord, the Lamb, the Lord of all. 


the. Earth, that Injquity may no longer pre- 


' vail. Thou art, O Jeſus, that Lamb, that 
Lord of all the Earth, Thou art the, Lamb 
of God which takeſt, , away. the Sins of 'the 


World. O come and let Iniquity ceaſe. 


| Nay the defired* of. all Nations come] Thou 


leſus, the deſired of all Nations, and 


Tre art ikewiſe the, Deſire of my poor Soul, 
who. wilkes: for' thee, and fighs alter thee. 
Come, deareſt Lord, into my Soul, and take 
up thy Abode with me. Come and commu- 


nicate thyſelf to me. Make m anon, by thy 
Grace, a. fit Habitation- ſor i ee, that thou 
mayeſt 


* 1 þ 
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mayeſt take thy Delight in me, and | be jaſe- 


parably anited to thee. 

How truly art thou called, 0 Jelus, the 
Root of Jeſſe! Thou art that *Robt from, 
whence all Bleſſings ſpring, from whence all 


Graces flow. Thou art the ine xhauſlible 
Source of all Good, from whom we have fe- 


ceived all that we have, and ſrom whom ve 
expect all that we hope. O may thy Grace 
ſlow upon the ſterile and barren Land of iny* 
Soul, chat it may become ſroiiful in good 
Works, and the Love of thee! Thou {ta1d. 
elt, O Jeſus, ſor a Sign to the People. Thou 
art that Sign, which, ast old Sehn propbeſied 
of thee; mould de contraditte d, and thou 
pr-eſt ihyſelf to be this Sign i in the Myſlery 
of thy: holy Crofs, to the Fews* a fumbling | 
Block, Tn to the Gentiles Folly, but ike. 
Choice of thoſe who love thee, atid the happy 
Portion of thy Elect. O let me never, then, 
be ſeparated {rom the Society of thoſe who 
acknowledge this Sign, and carry*it as a Moik 
that they belong to thee.” Alas! what will be- 
come of me if 1 do not aſſociate myſelf with” 


thein ? Where ſhall I be lei if 1-766 not fol-- 


low the Way of the * Croſs? How thall 1 
pleaſe thee, or be numbered among thy Fol- 


lowers, if 1 fly from the Croſs, the Sign and © 
Swadzid around which -h dofl allemble all 
who belong to thee? 1 

O thou deſired of- all' Nations, 10 * Whom: 
the Gentiles ' ſhall Pray, and in om they 
hall pat ibeir Truſt! Come and diſplay thy 


Hg. | -Alvighty 
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Almighty Power, and deſtroy the Enemies of 
thy Holy Croſs. Theſe. Enemies are the: 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, who ſeek 
our Ruin, and to draw us from: thee. The! 
World, O Lord, is an Enemy to thee: and 


thy Croſs, and endeavours to entangle us in 
its deceitful Snare. The Fleſh is an Enemy 


likewiſe to. thy holy Croſs. 16, murmurs and 


repines at every even the leaſt,Suffering. | The 


Devil ſets bimſelf up in Oppoſition io thee, 


and endeavours to make us his Slaves by Sin. 


Theſe are thoſe Enemies who ſeek our Ruin, 
and to ſruſtrate thy gracious Deſign of coming 
into the World. Thou comet, O Lord, to 
free us from their cruel Tyranny, and to 1e- 
ſtore us. to. true Liberty. Thou comeſt to. 


_ overthrow the Kingdom of Darkneſs, and to 

enlighten the World by. thy ſaving Truths, 
O hniſh what thou halt, ſo graciouſly begun, 
and bring all Nations to the Knouledge of 
thee, that delivered fram the Darkneſs of 
Ignorance and, Error, they mays pray to- 
thee, , praiſe, thee, and gloriſy thy holy. 


i * 


Finiſh thy gracious Deſign upon me, O 


Saviour of my Soul! and take me wholly. 
to. thyſelf. O! When will that happy Time 


come when I ſhall be truly dead to all Crea-- 
| tures, and live only to thee? O Jeſus, thou“ 
charming. Spouſe of my Soul! 1 long and! 
ſigh alter thee. O+come aud communicate 
thy:elf unto, me! Make no longer Delay.“ 
Halle, O my God, to deliver me from the 
VVV 1 Miſeries- 


Die Antiphon, 0 Clavis. gt © 
ſeries of this Liſe, and take me'ts the de- 
fired Enjoyment of 4hee; bur this in thine own: 


good Time, and may all my Deſires ever ter- 
winate' in dw, WY uo. Lorit, be done.” j 4954] 
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Dec. 20. An 1 1 e 

O Clavis David et Steptrums: Domus 
Iſrael, q aßer is et nemo claudit, claudis x 
nemo aperil: J. em et educ vinlum de 
domo carceris, aki Fn. tenebris.. el ume 
bra mortis. Ile 


0 Key of David and Sceptre of the 
Houle of Iſrael, who openeſt and no- 
one ſhutteth, who ſhutteſt and no one 
openeth : Come: and lead out of Priſon, 
the Bound ſitting; in. Darkneſs, on. 0 4 
Shadow of Death. ä 


1ow fly this: Epitherof the Key of Da - 
-» 1d-18 applied to Jeſus Chriſt, cha 
lady in the Myſtery of his ſacred Birth, Will. 
eaſily appear when we conſider all Mankind 
by the Sin ob Adam were as Priſoners, hound 
in the Chain of — up in Darkneſs _ 
"me 


| 
I} 
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' 
{ 
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| 
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the Shadow;of, Death. Having loſt the Grace 
and, Favour of God, and condemned to an 


eternal Separatian ſrom him, nothing. could 
free: them from. this, ſad Condition but the ca 
Mercy of God, ſending his Son into the jo 
World, who by his ſacred Paſſion and Death, G 
as by a golden Key, opened the Prifon Doors, hz 
ſet Mankind free, and reſtored them to the i , 
C 


glorious Liberty of tlie Children of God. 
From the Darkneſs of Ignorance, and the n 
Shades ot / Deatli, the Conſequence of Sin, O 
we are now brought to the glorious Light of Ir 
the Knowledge of God, and» of his Sen Je- fo 
ſus. Chriſt. bk conſidering this Mercy. of vs 
God, and our own happy. Deliverance, how: 
readily ought we to join with the Church ! in kc 
her publick and: grateful Return of Praiſe and 5 
Thankſgiving lor this fignal * beſtowed 1 


"pg" us. h 
| Devo aue on alis allen. | g 


O Jexus, my 875 Rea: Ser e 'Thou art 1 
a Key which opens all the 1 reafure of Hea-' 
ven; and whreh'*thvu doſtediſpenſe with a li. 


beral Hand. Thou art the* Key: of Dabio, | 
tlie Sceptre and the Head of 744 true Houle N 
o. IV del, of all thoſe: ſaithſul Souls who lobe 
thee, and to whom-thou deſb open the Irea- 8 


ſures of thy Graces here, and will open to 
them thy Kingdom of-Glory hereaſter. Thou 1 
only, O eternal Source of all Good! art he U 
w san open them, and "_ thou doſt open, 

| no 


The Antiphon, 0 Clavis. | — of 
. no one can ſhut; what thou giveſt, none can 
0 take away, and what thou ſhutteſt none can 
1 open. | Unleſs thou art. pleaſed to communi- 
e 
© 


cate. thy Graces io us, we cannot obtain chem; 
jor what can we do of ounſelves? Alas, m 
God! we are poor miſerable Sinners, who. 
have loſt our Way, and have fallen into the- 
Hands of our cruel Enemies, by whom we are 
bound and ſit languiſhing in Darkneſs and 
in the Shadow of Death. But do thou come; 
O Saviour of the World! And deliver us 
from this ſad: Captivity: Lead us out of Pri- 
fon and bring us to thy glorious Light; tree mn 
us from this Darkneſs and Shadow of Death, | 
that in thy Light we may. ſee Light and live | 
ſor ever. en Fils K 3 9 J * | 
Nothing, Lord, can reſiſt thy Almighty | 
- {ſy Power, Oel the fad Condition of thy Ser- 
vants move thee to Pity and Compaſſion, and — 
haſtlen the wiſhed for Day of Deliverance: 
For this thou wouldeſt come into the World, 
that by thy ſacred Birth and Paſſion, thou 
mighteſt procure our Redemption, that we 
might be ſaved from our Enemies, and from 
the Hands of all that hate us, and ſerve God 
without Fear in Holineſs and Juſtice all our 
Lives. This was thy gracious Deſign, O Je- 
5 ſus, Son of God, and Son of: the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin! I adore thee in the ſacred Myſtery of 
| thy Incarnation, and therein behold the Ac- 
compliſhment- of all thy gracious: ' Promiſes. 
Thou art about to. come and to bring with 
thee all the Treaſures of Heaven. Thou 
Rd bringeſt 
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bringeſt with thee that golden Key of Mercy, 
whereby: thou doft not only open the Door of 
our:;Prifon to ſet us free, but doſt alſo open 
the Gates of Heaven io give us Admittance 
into thy Kingdom. The Gates oſ Heaven 
were {hut againſt us, but now they are opened 
by thee, O Key of David, and no one ſhall 
ſhut them. Rejoice, O my Soul! in this 
happy Deliverance, and fing a 
of God thy Saviour, 
Ho great Reaſon have I to rejoice, my 


| dear and adorable Redeemer, when I reflect on 


this wonderful Effect of thy Bounty! But 


have I not Reaſon likewiſe to mourn and 


grieve when I conſider the ill Uſe I have made 


| $24 of this Mercy! Thou art come, and by : thy 
coming didſt break my: Chains, didſt open 
the Priſon Doors: and ſet me free, and, I 
alas H have again: made myſelf a Slave to Sin, 


and delivered myſelf io my cruel Enemy. 
Hence 1 ſtand in Need once more of a Deli- 


verer io free me lrom the Darkneſs ahd Sha- 


dow of Death. O Jeſus, let thy Mercy move 
thee to come again io my Aſſiſtance! Come 


and deliver me by thy powerful Grace. Mi- 


lerable as Ian, to permit myſelf 1p) be drawn 
avlay from thee, and to become again the Slave 
_ of Sin. O my Saul, be covered with Shame 
and Confuſion! O my Heart, burſt with 


SGiiell Who will give Water io my Head 


anudiia Fduntain of Tears to my Eyes, that l 
may bewail Day and Night chis ſad W 7 
„ CC its © 


1 
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of my Soul? I will weep and deplote m 

{ad Condition, but with Hope and Confidence 
in thy Mercy, O God. T will ery unto thee, 


| © Lord. I will confeſs my Miſery before 


thee, and will call upon hee for Help and 

Aſſiſtance; help me then, O my Strength, 
by which I am lifted up. Aſſiſt me, O Vir. 
tue, by Which I am ſuſtained. Come, 0 
Light by which I ſee. Appear, O Glory, by 
which I rejoice, Appear, O Life, in whichT 
live. Cone, O my Saviour: and once more 
ſave me. Come, and with thy royal Key 
open the Doors of: my Priſon, and ſree me 
again from Sin and Death. O Jeſus, thou 
art the holy One and true. Thou art true 
and faithful to all thy Promiſes. Thou haſt 
romifed to hear thoſe who call upon thee, 
and to deliverthoſe:who cry unto thee, Hear 
my Prayer, O Lord, and deliver me from 
the Corruption of Sin. Looſe thoſe Cords 
with which I am bound. IIluminate the 
Darkneſs of my Soul with the bright Rays of 

thy holy Grace, that being once more freed 

from the Shafow of Death, I may.moſt ar. 

dently love thee, and faithfully ſerve thee, O 
any I from this Moment begin to love thee 


as I ought! O inexhauſtible Fountain of all 
Good, Al my Heart with hy Love. Thou 
art all mine, and 1 deſire to be all thine, I 
abandon, myſelf entirely to thee without Re- 
ſerve, for thou only haſt a Right to all that 
1 am, and have. O'divine Love Change me 
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It was in his Birth of the B 
he aroſe like the Morning, Sun enlightning our 
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in ſuch A Manner that I may de all hin 
My God! Thou canſt make me ſo. Grant 
this earneſt Deſire of my Heart, that may be 
-inſeparably united unto thee by Love, and n te. 
ae ine. 17 bus 5 


Aebi en, 


0 Oriens, 0 Lucis alerne, et Sal 
feffities Veni et zumina Jedentes i. in tone. 
18 l unbrd. mots. l 


= . 
43s I} 


125 0 en 23 TR 
and Sun of uſtice: Come and enlighten 
them who int in Darknels G9 05 in the 
Moy! of Death, lk 
T'N his Antiphon 8 we may rc det, 1.00 with 
the Church acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt trul 
55 be the Drjent, Wo Brightneſs of eternal 
ight, and the. Da ringing from on High, 
gh y prog gg fr Virgin 4 


dark W. rld with his beautiful and glorious 
1 and aſterw wards, by the he preaing of his 
hat Darkneſs of 


Gol 15 a ating 
2285 aber ien Aan overſpread 


the World. To did heenlighten thoſe . 
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{xt in Darkneſs and in the Shadow of Denth, 
id the ſad Night of [guorance and Error. We 
may alſo conſider him as the true Sun of) Ju- 
tice ſhining. daily upon us by his Grace, and 
ſweetly drawing us to his Service. and to ſol- 
low him who is the only ſure Way, the true 
Liſe, and unerring Truth, guiding and direct- 
ing us in thoſe; ſafe and certain Paths which 
lead toſ eternal Liſe / 25 I HE He 10H bat 

Fi 4 5 $5 1 N 10 k, 161 1 185 
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Devout Aſpirations on ths. Antiphon. 


O Jeſus, eternal Source of indeficient Light: 
O Lumen de e . aj of Light? The 
Day-ſpring ſrom on High, who through the 
Bowels of thy Mercy. haſt graciouſly viſſted us 
ſuting in Darkneſs, , and in the Shades of Death,. 
that thou mighteſt direct our Feet in the Wa 
of Peace! How wonderful art thou in the 
Counſels of thy Wiſdom and Goodneſs! Long 
had the World ſat monrning in Darkneſs, co- 
vered wit hia ſad Night of Ignorance and Er- 
ror, hen chou the true Orient, Brightneſs of 


eternal Light, didſt appear from on es Fan 
d to 


diſſi pate and diſpel thoſe black Miſts, 
cauſe a perſe& Day. I adore thee, O Star of 
Jacob! O Sun of Juſtice! I adore thee thus 
riſing on the Horizon of our World, by which 
the dark Clouds of Sin are deſperſed, and our 
Souls are illuminated. We. now ſee the only 
End for whom we are made, and in whom 
alone we can be happy. Riſe higher yet, O 
glorious Light! Send ** thy beauteous Rays 
Is b a7 
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of Truth. Illuminate every Corner of the 
Earth, and viſit thoſe who are ſtill in Darkneſs | 
and know thee not, that in thee they may ſee 
Light: In thee may enjoy that Day which has 
no Night, and behold that Light which fears 
n 01 295 26.1990 HEL. 2.9 
- Ariſe, O Light and ſhine upon the Faithful 
ones, Viſit: the Hearts of all true Believers, 
and diſpel all remaining Miſts of workdly At- 
teftions, that they may ſeek thee only, and 
love thee alone. O ſweet Light of our Souls! 
Shine upon us, that the Darkneſs of our weak 
and corrupt Nature nay be turned into a bright 
and iclear Day. O Light unextinguiſhable, ever 
ſhining; älluminate us with thy glorious Rays, 
that we may behold thee. O Light moſt an. 
cient; and yet ever news: May we never loſe 
the Sighiol thee! While we are detained in 
this World of Miſery we daily ſtand in Need 
olf thy Light to ſee and avoid the Snares which 
are laid for us by the Enemies of our Souls, 
Enlighten our Eyes, O Lord, that we ſleep 
not in Death: That ibe Enemy may not ſay 
he has prevailed over us. 
O Light,, who in the firſt, Creation of the 
World didſt ſay: Let there be Light, and there 
was Light ! O thou who art the Light and 
| Life of the World make me Partaker of that 
Light whereby I * perfealy ſee and diſcern 
ihe Emptineſs and Vanity of all Creatures. O 
Light ever ſhinjng! Light never obſcured, il. 
juſlrate my Soul with the Splendors of thy 
race, that ] may ſee thee, love chee, and 
1 r Contemn 
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contemn all Things for thy Szke. O Jelus, 
Fountain of eternal Liſe! Life in whom, aud 


by whom I live, and without whom L die. 
Life in whom I rejoice, and without whom E 


am ſad. O moſt ſweet and amiable Life, grant 


that I may poſſeſs and enjoy thee. Ah my 
God! Behold me here in this World as ina 
Place of Exile, and have Puy on me. I am 
here walking 1 in a Land of Darkneſs, the vals 
ley of Miſery and Shadow of Death. Arife 
then, O Sun of Juſtice, and illuminate this 
; Darkneſs, Come O Saviour of the World! 
and deliver me from the Danger I am in. 
Thou haſt ſaid of thyſelf, O divine Jeſus! 
Jam tlie Light of the World; he that followeth 
me walkth not in Darkneſs. Thou art truly 
the Light of the World, that Light which en- 
lightens every Man who cometh: into the 
World; and he that followeth thee walketh in 
the Light, and need not fear any Danger. I 
will follow thee then, O thou bright Light! I 
will follow thee, O certain and ſale Guide, 
aud while I follow thee, I ſhall be ſafe. The 
Lord is my Light and my Health; whom ſhall 
Ifear? Though 1 walk in the Midft of the 
Shadow of Death I will not be aſraid, becauſe 
thou art with me. Thou art always with us, 
O Lord, but thou waſt more eſpecially fo, 
when aſſuming human Nature thou waſt made 
Man like unto us, and thereby didſt ſhow that 
thy Delight was.to be with the Sons of Men. 
O let it be our Delight likewiſe to remain: 
withthee! In thy lacred Birth of the Bleſſed 
1 1 2 Virgin 
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Virgin thou didlt ariſe like the Morning Sun, 
and hike the: Day-ſprirg from on High didſt 
give Light to the World. Ariſe again, à fe. 
cond Time, on the Horizon of my Soul, and 
with thy glorious Beams diſpel and chaſe away 
the foggy: Miſts of Coldneſs, Lukewarmneſs 
and Tepidity. Warm my Heart and inflame 
uu with the Fire of thy Love, that all worldly 
 Aﬀedtions being conſumed, thou mayeſt be my 
only Joy, my only Comfort and all my Deſire, 
whom alone I may ſeek, whom alone I may 
think of, and whom alone I may love. Thou 
art, dear Lord, the true Happineſs of my Soul. 
For thee I wiſh. O cone and take my Soul 
out of Priſon, out of the Priſon of this World, 
that J may praiſe thy holy Name- Put an End 
to my ſojourning here in a ſtrange Land, and 
bring me Home to the Enjoyment of thee; for 
whom have I in Heaven but thee, and what is 


| there on Earth that E deſire but thee” - 


( 101. **. 


Dec. 22. Ax Tir it o No 


0 Rex Gentium et defideratus carum, 
Lapiſque angularis, qui facis utraque us 
num : Veni el ſalva homumem quem de Limo 


A 


0 King of the Gentiles and their de- 
fired one, and the Corner Stone who 
makeſt both one: Come and fave Man- 
whom thou haſt formed out of the Slime 
of the Eaith, AF 


8 wth God there i is no Exceptation: of 
Perſons, and as the Son of God came 
into the World to ſave all Mankind; to break 
down the Partition Wall between 7ew and 
Gentile, he is in this Antiphon called the Cor- 
ner. Stone of that ſpiritual Building, his Church. 
conſiſling of all who truly: believe in him. For 
as he created all and every one, Salvation in 
his Name is preached and offercd to every one. 
This univerſal Mercy and Gooduefs we ate 
now to conſels, and with grateſul-Hezrts; and 
the warmeſt Senuments: of Acknow ledgment, 
adore Jeſus, 155 Son of God; born of the 
Bleſſed  Virga hey now coming into the 
World that the World might be ſaved by him; 
that Man eng out of the Dull ofethe Rand 
might be tranſlated from Earth to the Glouy 
and never ending Happineſs of Heaven. 


I: 3, Devout' 
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102 The Amiphon, 0 Rex. 
| Devotion Aſpirations on this Antiphon, 


O my God and my Lord! O Jeſus, Re. 
deemer of Mankind! Thou art truly King of 
the Gentiles, and of all the Nations of 118 
Earth! Thou art the deſired One, in whom 
all Nations ſhall put their Truſt, and all Cor. 
ners of the Earth be. bleſſed: Thou art the 
 Corner-Stone who: makeſt both one. Thou thy 
baſt broken down the Partition Wall between the 
Jew and Cenlile, and of both haſt made one an 
choſen Nation, a boly People, a Royal Prieſt. 


hood. Thouart that Corner Stone which the ag 
fooliſh Builders did rejett, but art nevertheleſs fr 
become the Head-Stone of. the Corner. By an 

: thee,'O Lord, was this done, and it is mar- in 
vellous in our Eyes. Thy Favours, O Lord, de 

are no longer confined to one peculiar People. 20 


Thou haſt diffuſed the Sweetneſs of thy Nler- ¶ i 
cy round all the Earth. Alt Nations have ſeen 81 
| the Salvation ſent by God. This was the Ef. th 
- fe of thy Goodnels, in Order to ſave Man. di 
whom thou hadſt made out of the fume of the T 
3 Earth. | 0 0 
= Thou <1df ROE Mariafidn thine own Image: th 
and Likeneſs, O thou bountiful Creator of all. ſe 
Things that are made! Thou didſt create him: IM th 
| pure, innocent and: upright, and didſt deſign. T 
| bim to be eternally happy with thee ; but, ala81 ti 
he ſoon loſt his Innocence and ſor feited that Ve 
ll. Happineſs by Sin, which juſtly condemned him. th 
EA. the LINN of this Life, and n V 
im f 
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him of the Happineſs of the next. In this fad. 
Condition thou didſt take Pity on him, and 
wouldſt thyſelf become his Redeemer. My 
God! how; great is thy Love to Man! how 
| haſt thou defeated the Devil's Malice, and 
turned that to his greater Confoſion wherein he 
gloried! He gloried in the Ruin of Man, in. 
having drawn him into Rebellwon againſt thee, 
and from thence thou d dſt ſhow thy Power and: 
thy Love, in vouchſafing to redeem Man from 
the ſad State he was in, to pardun his Criine, 
and to reſtore him to thy Favour again. Gy 
This Mercy thou didſt promiſe to Man ſoon- 
after his Fall; and to fulkl thy Promiſe didſt 
firſt ſend thy Prophets to declare thy Coming, 
and to prepare the Warl&to receive thee. Then 
in the Fulneſs of thine own Time didſt thou 
deſcend from Heaven into the pure Womb of 
a chaſte Virgin, and by jolning our human Na- 
ture to thy Kine Nature, like a ſelect Corner- 
Stone didſt become Man- God, a. God-Man.. 
that thereby thou mighteſt, ſave Man. Thus 
didſt thou come, O . defired. of all! Natjons ! 
Thus didſt thou come, full of Grace and Truth. 


O my God, how true and faithful art thou 
J thy Promiſes! Then, when the World de- 
|: ſerved leaſt, when all Fleſh was corrupted, . 
. MW then did the Truth of thy Promiſes © appear. 
1. Then didfl thou. come, O King of the Gen- 
[ tiles! accompanied with allthe Graces of Hea- 
t ven; and leſt I ſhould'be aſraid and terrified at 
„ thy Grandeur, thou comeſt cloathed wih my. 
. Weeknels:avd Miſery ; that I might not fear to 
n 5 „%% ĩ ͤ proach 


= 5 2 a are ee an 222 23 
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approach thee. O Jeſus, the Saviour of my 
Soul! I adore thee, and how ought I to love 
thee, who art thus come to ſave and free e 
from the Miferies of this World!. J his was . 
thy firſt Coming, when thou didſt appear in #: 
gleat Poverty and Weakneſs, a tender weeping 
Infant, ſubjett to aiF the Infirmities of our hu. 
man Nate, and wherein we behold thee truly 
Man. Thou wilt come again in great Power 
and Majeſly, and wherein we {half fee thee truly 
God; and in this Reſpect thou art alſo the de. 
fired of all Nations, the Deſiie of thy faithiul pet 
Servants who \igh alter and with for thy Com. ad 
ing in Glory. Then wilt thou put the laft and 
finiſhiag Stroke to the Deſigns of thy Good. 
nels, by rewarding thoſe who love and ſerre ., 
thee, Haſler this thy Coming, O Lord! Call $9 
all Nations tb tlie Knowledge of thee: Halten Sa 
to accompliſh the Number of thy Elect, and ou 
call us all Home to the Enjoyment of thee. ol 
come and deliver us from this Land of Miſery Nx; 
| and Exile, and conduct us to the Happineſs V 
thou haſt prepared for us. Remember that ve wit 
are the Work of thy. Hands, and that thou on 
didſi make us of the Slime of the Earth. Thou be] 
didfi make us, O Lord, ſor thyſelf, and to en- Ml us 
joy thee: O take us to thyſelf, that we may WW as | 
be happy wick thee! This is what my Soul WM bin 
earnefily defires, and for this will I wait with Ki. 
Patience and Reſignation to thy good Pleaſure, MW He 
and ſweeten the Bitterneſs af elay with the vil 
comfortable Hopes of ſeeing and erjoy ing iber tha 
in ihine Une good Time. n thi 
Du Vit 
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0 Taal Rex et Is ier weber, Ee 
ela Gentium et 3 earum: 2 
ad Salvandum nos, » Donung Deus ngber. 


E "RY our, King RY Lawgiver, 
the ExpeQation of the Gentiles and their 


Saviour: Come: and N Rl oh Lord 
our eee 13 10 


4 


Har the: Church prog . of Jefus 
Chriſt, that he is Emanuel, or God 
with us, that he is King and Law: giver, is not 
only to inform us, that theſe Titles do truly 
belong to Jeſus Chriſt, but likewiſe to inſtruct 
us in theſe ſericus and neceſſary Truths: That, 
as he is God with us, we otight alſo to be with 
bim by ſincere Love of him: That as he is 
King, we ſhould willingly let him reign in our 
Hearts by his Grace, and as eur Law: Iver 

willingly 4 bmit io and obey his holy Late 

that thereby-be may be a Saviour to us. Tor 
this the Church now calls upon us to jéin 
with ber in ker Frayens and Devotions at this. 


Time, 


and our Ning. thou art Emanuel, our Gol 
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Time, and to accompany our outward Exe, 
ciſes of Piety with internal and fincere De. 
fires of the Heart, that our Hopes and EI 
peQations may not be fruſtrated, and chaff 
we may Mare in the Bleſſings of that Sly, 
tion or Redemption he brings to the Woll 
In his boly Nativity. Let us lift up oy 
Heads, ſor our Redemption is nigh. Ly of 
us raiſe up our Hearts to Jeſus our SaviouM?* 


and hümbhy \adofe this. d ng ar Go _ 


din 

W h u se Vt; | * 
Ir it 9 5 R 1 Far 
9 QF 282th, 5 wat 
Devout Apirations on | this anion it fr 


9 O Jeſbs, Emanitel! God with us, our Kin 8 
and Law. giver! Thou didſt come from Hey 
{van to bring thy-fweet and eaſy Law: of Loe 
'Fhou Promiſe of the Patriarchs, Deſire of the fille 
| Prophets, and ExpeRiation of the Nation, 
er Saviour and Redeemer, after whom ve 
and mourn! O Lord, our God, cone 
18 ſave thy Servanis who put their T ruſt in 
. thee. Send us Help, O Lord, from thy hoh 
Place, and from Sion protect us. Be unto u 
Tower of Sirengih from the Face of the 

N Let not our Enemies prevail againl 
, iu, nor the Son of. Iniquity have Power to hurt 
us. Have Mercy on us, O Lord, have Mer 
ey on us. Show thy Mercy to us, O 8. 
viour of the World, ſor thou art our Loi 


b us. | 
| Tha 


Then waſt thou truly God with us, O Je- 


ſ 


come true Man of the Seed of Abraham. 


Farth with the Riches of thy Mercy, and to 
water this hard and barren Soil, an to make. 
it fruitful in good Works. O come likewiſe, 
1n 
les. 
We, 


the 


Ong, 


there wich me. Open the Catarafts of the 
Streams flow upon” my Soul, that it may be 


filled with Love of thee. I adore thee, O 
Word incarnate! I adore thee, O true God, 


holy 


„vim no other Love but that of thee.” 


Heaven, and King of all the Earth! We 


[from thee, and thou comeſt to enlighten our 


bring us back again 10 thee, For this, as 3 
F A u!uvine 


reſted with my Humanity. I adore thee 
coming tos; dl burning aug inflathed with 
Love, that I might be ſet on Fire, ang burn 


ſus! wkeu, being born of the Blaſſed Virgin, 
thou didft come im this Word veſlel with! 
cur Fleſh; and 'althoagh thou art Gd obe 


The Heavens are no longer the alone Place 
of thy ſpecial Abode, for thou rt deſcended. 
vpon Earth to be with us here. * Thou 55 ; 


* 
* 


— 
* 


Sinners? Thou art come 10 overflow the 


into my Heart, and take up thy Reſidence 


great Abyſs of thy Love; and Tet the ' ſweet 


How admirable is thy Bounty! How won- 
derful thy Goodneſs, O ſovereign Lord of 
were overwhelmed with the Darkneſs of Sin 
and Ignorance : We had forgot thee our God 

who made us: We had 'eftranged' ourſelves 


Darkneſs; to'inftruft our Ignorance, and io 
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Hivy Pe and heavenly; Law-giver,, thou - hat 
giv 1, us thy) excellent; Lay of Grace, A more 
"hol an erer Lay: than, tha which: thou 
did, heretofore. give on Mount Sina. A 
Law not clogged with burchenſome Ceremo. 
mes, but. of 8 9 5 divine and excellent Pre. 


ange which. raife, our Souls to thee, and 


teach us to adore thee in Spirit and i in Truth, 
d 15 which. thou, hat. made the Way ſo 

; we t "od. th ee; that none can miſs who, 
will WA. in it. Bleſſed, for ever de. thy! 
Name, O thou eternal Author of all Good? 
be thou for ever bleſt and praiſed for this thy 
| Mercy to the Sons of Men. Continue dh 
Favours 5 us, O Jeſus, Son of God, true 
God and uue Many, the Expectation of the 
— 9 and their, deſired Saviour? Bring al 


Nations to the Knowledge of thy. e 
Be merciful. unto us, O God, and bleſs us, 


and cauſe the Light of thy Countenance to 
| ſhine u on us; that th Ways. may be known 
upon Ear, an and thy, ee among all Na. 
tions. May all People praiſe thee, O God! 
Let all Nations praiſe thee. Then, ſhall thou, 
O God, bleſs us, * all che Tang af the Ear 
thallf tear thee. 4 
Thou didſt ae to 3 Mio 
chat in his Seed ſhould all the Nations of the 
| Earth be bleſſed, and, to falfil that. gracious 


1 Promi e, thou didſt become Man- and wal 


born of a Virgin deſcended from him. Per 
ſeft, (0) Gad, what thou baſt ſo mercifully 
5 e bring both Jeu and Gentele to the 
| Knowledge 


The Antiphon, 0 Emanuel, tog 
Knowledge of thee; that all the Earth may 
acknowledge thee, all the World adore thee, 
and confeſs thee to be the Holy One of 1/racl, 
for by thee alone Salvation is to be had, nor is 


cherte any other Name whereby we can be 


ſaved, but by thee, O Jeſus, Son of God, 
Son of the Moſt High, who wouldſt be called 
Jeſus, that by thy Name thou mighteſt ſigniſy 
thy gracious Deſign to ſave thy People from 
. „ 1 

O my dear Saviour! I am a poor miſerable 
Sinner, and ſtand in Need of thy Mercy; I 
ling myſelf at thy adorable Feet, and implore 
that Mercy I ſtand in Need of. Thou art Je- 
ſus, that is a Saviour; thou art my Jeſus be- 
cauſe. I am a Sinner. Be thou this Saviour to 


me. Be a Saviour to all the World. Come 


and ſave us, O Lord our God. 


CHRISTMAS. 
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TJJAVING during the Time of Ad- 


141 vent in ſome Meaſure, it is to be hoped, 
P ed. ourſelues ſor the:Solemniy.of Chriſt's 


Birth, and diſpoſed ourſelves to meet him com- 


ing in the Fleſh, the Church calls upon us 


this Day to rene our Fetrvour and Devotion, 
and, by Faſting and Prayer, to put ourſelves 
in proper Diſpoſitions to celebrate the grand 


Feſtival of Chriſtmas, and, by devout Conſi- 
derations on.the Mercies we then commemo» 
Tate, Prepare in our Souls a fit Habitation for 
the Saviour, of the World. . . 


. 


This Day may, be conſidered not only as; 
Faſt, but in ſome Reſpetts as a-Feaſt. Being 


the Eve of Chriſtmas it is a faſting Day, and 
as fuch to be obſerved like other Vigils ap- 
pe by the Church, that by Penance, 


Morlfication and Self-denial we may, with 
greater Fruit and ſpifitual Profit, obſerve the 
enſuin Solemnity, It may likewiſe be con- 
— -partly as a Feſtival, in as ory 4 

; Be Churc 


2 6 2 Fg 3 22 8 
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Chriſtmas- Eve. 111 
Church in her Office expreſſes her Joy at the 
Coming of Chriſt, and comlorts her Children 
by repeating to them: Craſtiua die delebitur 
4 mmigquitas terre. T0-morrow” the Iniquity of 
| the Earth ſhall be blotted out. Et regnabit ſus 
per nos. Salpator mundi. And the Savtaur of 
| the World" ſhall reign over 16. The Office 
" likewiſe from Lauds is double; as on Feſtivals. 
Let us enter now into the Spirit of the 
Church, and rejoice at the Coming of Jeſus 
Chriſt. _ Let us devoutly prepare ourſelves to 


1 receive him, titat meeting him with true ſpiri- 
; tual Joy, and , worthy Diſpoſitions at bis firſt 
i Coming in the Fleſh, we may meet him with 


* Comfort and Security at his ſecond Coming 
of in Glory. For this the Chureh prays in her 
= Collect for'this Day; let us join with her, and- 
A, for that Parpoſe direft our Prayers and Devo- 
HF „„ 
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OW the Birth of Chriſt was in this 
wiſe. When Mary his Mother was 
eſpouſed to Joſeph, before they came toge- 
ther ſhe * found with Child of ihe Holy 
Ghoſt. . Whereupon 7 o/eph her Huſband 
being a ju Man, and not willing ppblickly t to 
expole bet, was minded to put her away pri- 
Tately. 20. But while he thought on thele 
Things, behold the Angel of the Lord ap- 
peared to him in his Sleep, ſaying: 7o/eph 
Son of David, fear not io take unto thee 
Mary thy Wile, for that which is conceived 
in her, is of the Holy Ghoſt. 2$. And ſhe 
ſhall bring forth a Son, and thou ſhalt call his 


Name "agg For he (ball ſave his 8 ſrom 


| their Sins. 


RE 


EG, oe els at abt ah {tan wa i e 
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R E F L E 0 T 1 0 N 8. 
"As the Mercy of God inthe Redemption of 


Man, by the Coming of his Son Jelus Chriſt 


into the World, is the prope) Subject of our 
pious Keflectipas and Meditations at this 
Time, that we may behold this infinite Love 


and Mercy of God in its ine; Light, and 


therein ſee not only his infinite Bonny and 
Goodaefs to us, but learn from thence, the 
— Returns of Love and Dory we 

to make to him, we may, in the ſi:{t 
Pike confider the ſad State of Mankind after 


the Fall of Adam, and betore the Coming of 


our Saviour: This will wondefſully illoſtrate 
the Goodneſs of God in redeeming us from 


the miferable Condition we were if. When 
God created us, he made ns after bis own + 
Image and Likeneſs, and gave us a living and 


immortal Soul-: He placed: us in Paradiſe, 
and deſigned us for eternal Happineſs: but we 


were ſoon deprived of that Felicity. By the 
Sin of Adam, which inſfectechall his Race, we 
became Ppethite to God, and loſt his bur: * 


We were condemned to an eternal Separa- 
tion from him, and to fuffer Death both tem- 
poral and eternal. We vere driven out of 


the terreſtrial Paradiſe, that pleaſant Garden of - 


Eten, and _obligeth- to eat our Bread in the 
Sweat of our Brows, and to groan under all 
thoſe Miſeries and Afflictions which have 
overſpreatd the World, apd which were the 

| K3. Effects 


114 Chrifimas Eve in the Morning. 
Effects of our Proto-Parents Diſobedience. 
But the Miſeries and AﬀliQions of this Life 
are only Part, and the ſmalleſt Part of our Pu. 
niſhment; fr greater were reſerved for us 
bereaſter in the never ending Woes of the 
next World. This was the fad Condition of 
Mankind before the Coming of Chriſt, and 
wherein we muſt ſor ever have remained, un. 
able to. help ourſelves, had he nat graciouſly 
vouchſaſed to redeem us. This Miſery of Man 
is an admirable Contraſt to the Mercy, of God, 
and makes it appear truly wonderful and con- 
ſ>icuous, and the more ſenſible we are of this 
eur ſad Condition, the more will the Bleſſing. 
of our Redempiion be maze apparent; nor 
can that be leſs than the greateſt Jylifery, which 
none but God himſell could free us from; 
and great muſt be the Enormity of Sin, which. 
to blot out God became Man. This. Reflec. 
tion ought to fill us with Horror for. Sin, as 
well as Admiration at the Goodneſs of God, 
and make us reſolve never wilſully to commit 
Sin, particulozly mortal Sin, which is o odious 
to bim and prejudicial to ourſelves. 
The Angels, thoſe gloriqus Spirits of Hew 
ven, thoſe of them who ſinned and rebelled 
_ againſt God, were thrown down from. Hea- 
ven into the bottomleſs Gulph of Hell, there 


to ſoſſer eternal. Puniſhment ſor their Pride 


and Rebellion. Man ſinned and incurred the 
fame Puniſhment, | yet God: vouchſaſed to 
ſhew him Mercy and to be reconciledt to him. 
He n a . and in the, Innen 

; 0 


LS 
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of Time ſent; him. Aſtoniſhing Inftance of 
Love and Goodnels I Nor is this Mercy leſs 
 wonderful-in the Manner of in God deter- 
mined to fend his only. and: co-eternal-Son 
into the World, that. the World might be 
ſaved by him. Having choſen the Blefled Vir. 
gin Mary to conceive and bring forth this Re. 
.deemer- of Man, he ſent the Angel Gabriel 
to her. The Holy Gheſt overſhadowed her, 
2nd he conceived in her chaſte Womb this 
Son of God. Her eſpouſed Huſband, Saint 
7o/eph, ſutprized io finde her with Child beſore 
they came together, and ignorant olf the My- 
flery, was troubled, and deſigned to put her 


away privately, An Angel of the Eord ap- 
WW peared to him, and bid him not ſear to take 
to him his Wife, aud. acquaints him wich the 
. Woracious Deſign of God, and that What was: 


in tne Womb of the: Bleſſed Virgin was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghoſt. How wonder 
ſul does the divine Bounty appear in our 
Regardl. God created: us by one ſingle 
Word, hut to redeem us he would become 
Man ſor our Sakes, be would aſſume our 
Z boman Nature, and become like unto, us: 
e would be conceived in the Womb of a- 
pure and. ſpotleſs Virgin: He would be born 
into this World, that he might die to- fave the 

Word. OED %% IGM 
This is the great Myſtery, of the, Incarna- 
on, the Son of God deſcending. into. the 
Womb of the Bleſſed Viigin, Infinity becom- 
ing hnve, and Immenſity reduced to a. Span. 


i 
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Hewbom the Heavens cannot citcumſerity 
to be conceived and born à little tender li. 
tant! How juſlly may we cry out with the 
Prophet: Lord I lave conſidered thy Works an 
| have trembled. Abae. iii, When the happy 
Time came, deſigned from all Eternity, for ue 
Accomplilbment of this preat Myflery, the 
Angel Gabriel was lent to Nazareth to tell the 
Blelſed Virgin the great Things God deſigaal 
tor her, and to do by her. The holy Virgin, 
with great Humility and verſda Obedience, re. 
figned herſelf up 10 the Will of her Creater 
and being overthadowed by the Holy Ghol, 
conceived in her non chaſte and holy Womb 
this Son of God. Then was ſulfilled tha 
Promiſe; The Seed: of the Moman hall cruſ 

| the Serpent's Head, Gen. ith And that: 4 Vi 
pin ſſiall conceive and bring forth a Son, ani 
5 his Name fall be called Emanuel, or God with 
us, J/atagni- 7. Then was God truly with us 
by the atmirable Conjundtien of the divine and 
humn Natare in Chriſt. Then did firſt appear 
the Dawning of that glorious Day whereon the 
Sum of Jullice aroſe to blefs the World with 
Bis glortous Light; undd then che happy Time 
approsched for Man's Delivery from Sin and 
Death. What Returns do we. or can ve 
N for this exceeding: Srent-: Mercy of Gut 
© n 
IF Love deſerves Love, how ovght »we 0 
tove God WHO has ſo loved us? How: unwor- 
thy do theſe Chriſtians ſhew themſelves, who: 
ſus {rod toving-God,* in a Manner wa” 
SF! „ --— nent 


'Chriſimas-Eve in the Morning. 1, 
offend bim by Sin? Chriſt comes into the 
World to deflroy Sin, and they wilfully nou- 
riſh-it in their Hearts, and commit it by their 


"i Adions. This is horribly to abuſe the Mercy 
i of God, and wilfully to exclude ourſelves from 
i 


all the Bleſſings of this holy' Time. | Let us 
not deceive ourſelves; to honour Chriſt as we 


"ol ought. in bis holy Birth, and to ſhare in the 
0h happy Conſequences of it, we muſt endeavour 
io root out Sin and all Affection to it from our 


Hearts, and, by Love and Obedience to his 
holy Law, procure him to. be Jeſus or a Sa- 
viour to us. Surely we cannot want Motives 
to love him who has done ſo much for us, aud 
out of Love to us! Let us love him then, 


uf ind prove our Love by keeping his Command». 
ea,, binonte ot  SG 5 eb 
"ASPIRATIONS. 

nd | | 


Ah my Soul! where are we? Are we not 
loſt in Extaſies of Wonder and Admiration 
at ſo great a Mercy? O God of my Heart! 
God of my Soul! God of my Life! what 
ſhalt I ſay? How ſhall I teſtify my Gratitude 
for ſuch mighty Favours? Can I do too much 
1 lor thee who haſt become Man for my Sake, 
and to ſtee me ſrom the Slavery of the Devil? 
No, no, I can never do enough. O that IL 


might do ſomething worthy of thee and ac- 
wh ceptable to thee! Give me Leave, deareſt 
4 Lord, humbly to expoſtulate with thy Goode 
4 nels. Why wouldſt thou do ſo much for us 


poor 


ms Cirifatds-Zvein the Morning. = 
poor Worms of 'the Earth, Sinners as we ate? 
- Had thou been lefs happy, leſs what thou 
-art, inſi ti tely Gre at, and infinitely! Good, if 


we had been leſt to ſuffer the Pumilimen 
_ : we! brought upon ourſelves? No, but thy 


Love made: thee reſolve in this admiral 
Manner 10 r us owe the Miſery we wen 
SFC 

O O Life and aue Hagninels of my Soul 

What Return can 1 make to this exceſſ 

Love? And- what doſt thou require of mt! 

- Nothing-but that Ido ve thee. Burn then, 0 

my Heang; burn with: Love of a Saviour, 

Nedeemen God ſo bountiful, fo amiable, au 

. ſo worthy to be loved! O my Jefus.! I deſue 

to love thee.; May daily/and bovrly A ſpin: 

tions of reciprocal Love aſcend from my Hen 

May I daily ſhew a grateſul Senſe of thy Be 

vours, by daily Endeavouts to lgve/thee more 

and more! O my Soul! From this Momen 
let. us begin truly 10 love and ſerve God wil 
ide greateſt Ard our and Zeal we can, and tliat 


1 for himſelf, and becauſe be is ty 


NTT: e bo 1 loved. 9. bo 
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8 - the Fan beg ns he Seema of = 
Chriſt's Nativity veins the the firſt wig of a 
of the 18 5 before, and by that. pol 
us for her ſolemn midni icht Jevotions. wg. 
Mould:1 join v with her Spirit Cad! intention, and 
on this Evening retire at a. convenient Hour 
10 our Cloſets, and there, ſhuttipg out all 
worldly Thoughts and Affairs, entertain our- 
ſelves wich pious Confiderations on this great 
Myſlery, and wonderſul Tnftance of 190 8 
Love to Man. yt Goſp elof. the, firſt Maſ; ls, 
| which is forg or laid at Midnight, wall afford 
% oper Subj tfar, our ſerious oughts ad 


elections at this Time, as containing a Re- 
lation of, Chriſt's Nativity, Who by his Birtli 
brought Light into the orld to SIE. and 

dreck us in our EA to He aven, Let us en- 
deavour to make a right Uſe of this Light, fo. 
as to arrive at that bapp py Place, and' for ibis | 
now addreſs our moſt fervent Devotions to le- 
ſus our Saviour, born of the Bleſſed Virgin, ä 
and. lying i in the Crib of Bethlehem, 5 
On 


— 


120 Chriſtmas- Eve in the Evening: 


On this ſolemn Feſtival three Maſſes are 
ſung or ſaid, to repreſent to us that Chriſt by 
his Nativity came into the. World, 10 ave, i. 
Thoſe who were before the Law. 2. Thos 
who were under the Law. 3. Thoſe under 

the Goſpel. By theſe three Maſſes the Church 
| likewiſe;bongurs a * Nativity of Cn, 
I. His eternal Gener, Nativity born 
from all Eternity of tis Father and before all 
Time. 2. His Nativity and Generation in 
Time according to his human Nature, being 
born of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, g., His 
ſpiritual, Birth by Grace in the, Souls of 
Juſt. In the firſt Maſs we, honour. his | tempe. 
ral Nativity of the 19 75 fled Y. Virgin, and F 
to aſſiſt at it with the Piety of Mary and Jo- 
fehl, with Faith „Joy. and Admj fie adoring 
6 Word made Fleſh, e ng to our- 
ſelves the Altar: as the Manger in which Chriſt 
-- Tying. At the ſecond- Maſs we honour 
P ſpiritual Nativity by Grace in our 
Sage and When we hear this Maſs, let us 
jöln with the Angels i in their Canticles of Toy, 
and with the 5 epherds adore Jeſus Chril, 
and offer up our Hearts i in Homage and Obe- 
dience to him. - In the third Mals $ we honour 
our Saviour's divine Nativity, by which be 
0, Cod born of biy heaven y e 0 
F ol, God, it ioht, true God o 
tr MER: Let us Lig ſt 4998 50 Mals with all 
poſſible Roe, an Devotion, and adore 
| His Son of Goc and thank him for the Benefit 
he has beſtowed upon Mankind. 15 


8 The Y 


chriſimas. Ebe in the Evening. 121 
The Cuſtom of ſaying three Maſſes on 


Chriſtmas-Day is very ancient in the Church, 


and was firſt ordained by S. Tele/phore, Pope 
and Martyr, who lived in the ſecond Century, 
dying in the Year 154. St. Gregory the Great 
takes Notice of the Cuſtom of ſaying three 
Maſſes on this Feſtival in his Homily on the 
Goſpels, Hom. 8. in Evang. from whence we 
may obſerve how conformable the Practice of 
the Church is at preſent to that of the primi- 
tive Times. Happy if our Devotion and Piety 
were equally conformable, and like that of the 
ancient Chriſtians ! They uſed to keep theſe 

Solemnities with great Zeal and Fervour, and 
it is what the Church now earneſtly recom- 
mends and endeavours to inſpire us with. Let 
us anſwer her pious Deſigns, and joining our 
Private to her Publiekx Devotions, adore the 


Divine Word made Fleſh for us. 


* 


* 


As the Firſt MASS on. dt 


mae n. 


The GOSPEL, S Luszil «7 
| And A paſs chat i tes Bays 

there went out a. Decree from: Cayar Au. 
guſtus, that the whole World ſhould! be en- 
rolled. 2. This. enrolling! was firſt made by 
Oyyentts, the Governor of Hria. g. And all 


it to be enrolled, every one into his own 


City. 4. And Jh, alfo went up from Gali. 
fee out of the City of Nazareth into Judea to 
the City of Dead, which is called Bethlehem, 
| becauſe be was of the Houſe and Family of 
David. 5. To be enrolled with Mary, his 
eſpouſed Wile, who was with Child. 6. And 

it came to paſs, that when they were there, 
hier Days were accompliſhed, that ſhe ſhould 
be delivered. 7. And ſhe brought forth her 

firſt-born Son, and wrapped him up in ſwad- 
dling Cloths, and laid him in a Manger, be- 
cCaule there was no Room for them in the Inn, 

8. And there were in the ſame Country Shep- 
| Herds watching, and keepingthe Night Watches 
over their Flock, . And bebold an Angel of 


the 


N — --* 
on. © 


A 2 r 4 2 


—— 


I 


— 22 Ao — = Hg — he 


— ON”, CY 


At the fi Ma on Ohrillins-Day. 123 

the Lord osd by them, and the Brighineſs of 

God ſhene rountl about them, #nd they 'fearerl 
with gfeat Fear. 16. And the Angel ſaid 

MW: fo them: Fear not; for behold 1 bring gootl 

Tide of ptevt Joy, that ſhall bets all People. 
. For'this Day is born to/youn Saviour who | 
is Chriſt the Lord, in the City of David. 

12. And this'ſhall be a Sign -:to you. You 
Mall find the Infant Wrapped in akin 
Cloths; and id in a Matiger. +3. And ſud- 

8 denhy these Was With the Angel 4 Mlolrtude af 
? the heuvenly Hoft prulfing God and foying, 
g Glory to God in "the Hine. und un Zur. 
„ ůMO “ n’ém˙¾ Ce es 


9 
— 


* 
| REFLECTIONS. 


Tue Rervünt the Evängelch in this Golel 
gives of the 1 of Jeſus Chriſt, has ta- 
5 y wonderful and iHftructive Circümiſtanc es at- 
f tending it, and which juſtly deferve our ſeribus 
„ Anenion au Reflebttön at this Time. Al. 
| the World was in Peace, when Chriſt the 
, Prince df Pence came into the World, and 
brought wich him that Pedce Which piles all 
8 Untleranding. The Roman Empire was then 
- ai the Height of its Grandeur, which in a few 
- Years after ſefl to Decay. At this Time the 
. Son ol God, the true Sovereign Lord of all 
the World, tame to *eftabliſh a fmivre laſting 
and ſpiritual Kingdom upon. Earth; à King- 
i dom not to be eſſabliſhed and maintained by - 
e Arms and Violence, but to be founded and 
; is WE propagated 


124 Al the irt Maſs on Chriflmas-Day. | 


: propagated by Patience and Suffering. A King: 


dom not to lat for a few Years, or to be ſup. 
ported by worldly Policy and Wiſdom, but 10 
laſt to the End of the World, and increaſe by 
that Wiſdom of God which is Fooliſhneſs to 


this World, and to be founded in the Croſs, 
to the Jews a n Block, and to the Gen. 


tiles Folly, 1 Cor. i. All the ancient Prophe-. 
cies regarding the. Birth of the Meſſias, were 
fulfilled. The. Jewiſh Monarchy was. over- 
thrown: Herod the Idumean and a Stranger 
| bore the Name of King, but the whole Jewiſh 


Nation was under the Power of the Roman 
who had made a Conqueſt of them, Then was 
the Time, according to the Prophecy of the 
Patriarch Jacob, Gen. vi. 49, for the Meſhas 
to appear, and the Jews were big with Expec- 
tation of him; but as they miſunderſtood the 
Manner he was to appear in, ſo they reſuſed 
to acknowledge him when he came. They 
flattered themſelves with a Meſſias who ſhould 
appear with great Pomp and worldly -Splen- 
dour, and with a flrong Hand free them from 
| Roman Servitude, and reſtore their fallen 
Monarchy to its ancient Glory. Their Pride 
blinded their Eyes and their Underſtanding, 
and made them miſtake the Prophecies con- 
cerning him. The Propliet Micheas, Ch. v. 
had foretold he ſhould be born in Bethlehen, 
and by Occaſion of a Decree from Auguſtus 
. Ca/ar, then Emperor, that all the World 


ſhould be enrolled, St. Joſeph and the Bleſled 


Virgin went from Nazareth in Galilee to Beth- 
N ns e lelen, 


71 
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lebem, the City of David, where being: arfived 


ber Time was accompliſhed,” and the brought 
forth bet firſt-born Son, and having wriippetl 


him in ſwaddling Oleths, Teid him in a Man- 
ger, for dere was no Room for them in the 
Inn. 

We may here conlider the Poverty of 
Chriſt's Birth, and the Hardſhips he endured 
at his Coming into the World. If we con- 
ſider the Bleſſed Virgin's Defcent from the 
Family'of King Davtd ; if we conſider her 2s 
Mother of God, Mother of the King of 
Kings, and Lord o Lords, we may aſk why 
was not the fineſt Room in the Palate of King 


Herod fitted up for her? Why was not tlie 


holy Intant laid in a Cradle adbrned' with 
Putple-und Gold, and waited upon by & the. 
prime Ladies of Jucdlia p All this, abd mort 


was due to her and to the Infant jelus. AY : 


this, and more would have been inferiour to 


what the might juſtly-challenge. THis'is true: 
but we {hall find no ſuch Reſpect, no ſuch 


Pomp and Attendance at Bethlehem, Alas! the 
cannot find a ſmall Room in her preſſing Ne- 


cellity, and the Son of God about to come imo 


the World has not'a Place to lay bis Head in. 
The holy Virgin and her Spouſe: St. Joſeph 
being Aird at Bethlehem, lier Time ap- 
proached, ſhe was juſt ready 10 be delivered, 
and had no Place io ge to: The Nimiber of 
Paſſengers was ſo great; juſt artived, of rather 
ſuch was the Poverty of Mury and Sec, as 
not to be able to proeure a Lodging; for the 
La, Ev angelift 


126 At the firſt Maſs-0n Chriſtmas Day. 
Evangeliſt ſays, there was no Room for them 
in the Inn, the brutiſh People refuſing the leaſt 
hoſpitable Charity to the Bleſſed. Virgin in 
[thoſe preſſing Circumſtances, - who, without 
Murmur. or Complaint, retired to a Stable, 
and there, in the Midſt of moſt divine Con. 
templations, brought forth the Saviour of the 
World, and wiapping. his tender Limbs in 


ſuch poor ſwaddling Cloths ſhe had, laid him 


in the Manger ior a Cradle. What Hard{hip 
does Jeſus Chriſt here endure at his Comin 
into the World! To have no better Place to 
be born in than a vile Stable ſmelling with the 
Ordure of the Beaſis who were kept in it“ 
To have no other Cradle than a hard Manger! 
No other Bed than a little Straw or Hay 
No other Attendants but the Ox and the Als 
No Body to aſſiſt his Mother or himſelf but 
St. Joſeph! To be born in a cold Winter 


Night, and to endure all this Poverty in the. 
moſt rigorous Seaſon of the Year! What Re. 


flections ought this to cauſe! What Thoughts 
ol ourſelves, and our own Condition! Can we 
murmur or complain, if we have not every 
Thing we deſire, or grumble if we cannot ſa. 
tisſy our Vanuy and Pride? Let us be aſhamed 
of ourſelves and our own Delicacy, and learn 
to be content with the Station of Life Pro. 


vidence has, or ſhall place us in. If we are, 
poor, let us ſanklify our Poverty and Hard. 


| thips by uniting them to thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt 
in the Crib ol Bethlehem. If we are rich; 
i by the Bounty of God we enjoy all the 
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Convenience ies and Neceſſaries of Life, let us 


admire and give bim due Thanks for his Good- 

neſs and Liberality to us, and make a right 

Uſe of what he has beſtow ed upon us, and 
aſſiſt our new. born Saviourty n him in 

his poor Members. 


]'beſe are Leſfons which Jeſus Chriſt 


teaches every one from his Stable in Bethe 


hem, He reads thoſe Leſſons to all, to the 
Poor and to the Rich. The Poor are here 


tavight that Poverty and a low Station will 
render them dear to God, if by Patience and 


Subnufſion to his holy Will, they receive it 


as they ought, and as what 18 deſigned for 


their Happineſs. II they join Virtue and 
Honeſty io their Poverty, and abſtain from 


mu1muring, repining and envying others, their 
outward Poverty will be ſanctified by that 


inward Poverty of Spirit to whieh Chriſt has. 


promiſed the Riches of his heavenly King 85 


dom. Happy ſuch Poor who thus honour 


Jeius Chriſt in his poor and humble Birth, 


and who ſuffering with him here ſhall. reign 
with him | hereafter. 


contemn nor dejpite the Poor whom he ſtiles 
his Brethren, 


Riches to maintain Vanity, nouriſn Pride and 


indulge Extravagance and Exceſs; but to ule 


the good Things they have with Moderation 


and Thankfulneſs, to help and aſſiſt the Poor, 
and to honour bim by cloathing the Naked, | 


giving 


But not only. to the. 
Poor but alſo the Rich Chriſt ſpeaks from 


| his Manger. He tells the Rich they muſt not 


"bat they muſt not abuſe their 
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128 Al the girl Ma E Chri fi mas. Day. 
giving. Meat to the Hungry, and Drink 0 


the Thirſty, eſpecially at this holy Time, 


that the Place, days charitably reheved and com. 


Forted, may equally rejoice and feel the Bleſ. 
_ vgs: af Cuil mas. il hele are the praftica 


Leſſons we are taught, and by ſuch Reflection 
we are to diſpoſe ourſelves for celcbratin 
the Birth of :Chrift according to the Spirit 
and Intention of the Church, and. then shall 


have our Patt in the Mercies os this holy. 
| e 8 5 e 5 


ASPIRATIONS. 


0 Jelus, my dear Redeemer! 1 e thes 
Wing in a Manger, and ſuffering” all this Py. 


verty. and Hardlhip: 1 adore thte, O divine 
Infant, true God! I adore thee with Tranſl. 
orts of Love and Admiration. Hail ſweet 


Jeſos! Praiſe, Honour and Glory be to thee, 
© Chriſt, who did not refule to be born in the- 
coldefl Seafori of the Year, and to be laid in a. 
Manger, and to be fed with the Milk of thy 
Virgin Mother's Breall. I adore thee, O my. 


ſweet Redeemer; King of Heaven and Earth. 


All heil moſt beautifull and ch. arming. Infant!“ 
Hail fweet Jeſus, thou moft high God! Bail 


Prince of Peace, Light of the Cenriles, and 


delired Saviour! Grant that I may be pour: 
in Spiritbelore thee, that» I may be truly hum-- 
ble, and patiently beat all Hardſhips and Sul. 


O Jefus,. 


fer det Love-of © thee. 


At the ji1ſi Maſs on Chriſtmas-Day. 129 
O Jeſus, who for my Sake didſt deſcend from 
thy royal Throne above into this Valley of 
Miſery, and wouldſt become Man and take 
upon thee my frail Nature, chuſe my Heart 
for thy Habitation, where thou mayſt dwell 
by Love. Adorn and enrich it with all ſpiri- 
tual Graces, and ſo totally poſſefs it that no 
Creature may rival thee, or ſhare in its Love. 
O that by profound Humility and ardent Love, 
I might invite thee to come to me, and being 
come might retain and keep the. 
Glory be to thee, O Chriſt, whom thy Vir- 
gin Mother did bring forth in a Stable, and 
being brought forth did adore with great Hu- 
mility and Love. O that by new Fervour of 
Spirit thou mighteſt be daily brought forth in 
my Heart, and that 1 may daily burn and be 
inflamed with the Love of thee! 
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Or pious Breathings of a Devout Soul 
_ enterfaining 'herfett with Jelus Chriſt in 
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8 EEK the Lord while he may be found : cal 
Aan fam white hens near, Haias v. Theſe 
rare the Words of the Prophet ¶ſaias admonith. 
ing us to ſeek the Lord. O my Soul! Let us 
hearken to them and prepare ourſelves to ſeek 


#- 
* 
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* 
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the Lord. But where thall I ſeek him! Where 
is he to be found? In Bethlehem, There he Nh 


is born. This Day is born a Saviour Chriſt the 
the Lord. He is near, he has taken upon him ſha 
our Humanity; he is near; he is with us. Let not 
us call upon him. Let us join with all his Is 
faitliſul Servants and haſten to this grand So- {lu 
lemnity, for this is that ſacred Night wherein Nee 
Jeſus Chriſt was born of the Bleſſed Virgin the 
Mary. Riſe then, O my Soul! Shake off all So. 
Sloth and Drowlineſs: Riſe and in Prayer Ni 
and Watching prepare yourſelf to meet the we 
Lord. Chriſt our King, Chriſt our Lord is WP 
come, let us haſten to adore and proſtrate our- dh; 
ſelves before him. Let us ſing and rejoice WP” 
with the Angels and Archangels. Let us fe- 

5 Jjoice 
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joice wich all the, Iuſt, ang fing alen Hymns 
* Praiſe. 19 thæ Gf, of gur Jalvayon., The 
Lord is with, us, fear, nat... God is, came. in, 
qur Fleſh,,and he-wha, by his Divinity is neuer 
abſent, from ius, is, now alſo preſent with us in 
his Humanity, e then, Omy Saul! and. 
ſing to the Lonl; ſing a new Song, ag 4 * 
uuſy wrought: Wonders this Hay , Let d 
lik up our Hearts, and; Hands and. give. E 220 
0 his Glory, Away all Sorrow and, Grief ih 
put on, my Soul! the, Garmanis of Joy and 
Gladneſs, Watch: in, this holy Night as in a 
dear Dax. Let us offer to God the Vows of our; 
Hearts and the Sacxifice-of gur Lips. The Lord, 
u with us. He is in os Stable of Bethlehem 
baw doyn and adgre high Stand reyerently by 
the Manger, be nat Broth, bus ling dy him with 
1 WM Alacrity and Fervoun. 
ro Ah my Soul Can a be drowſy, ar deen 
ie while the Angels are ſinging: in Heaven, and 
0 WW the Voice of Praiſe re ſounds from on High? 


n ſhall we indulge ourſelves in our Beds, and 
et Woot riſe in this holy Night, when every Thin 
ns Nis filled with Joy? This Night the true Light 
1. ines upon the "Would that he. may illuminate 
in Nerery one who, believes in him. Hearken! 
in Nhe Angels and Archaygels rejaice, and all holy 
Souls exult in ſpiritual Gladneſs.. Bchold! = 
er {Wight is turned into a, bright aud clean Nay, 


a ban Jeſus the true Light is riſen, and ſhineg . 


is MW upon all thoſe who ſit in Narkneſs and in the 
ir. N Sbades of Neath. O truly 4 51 Night cod 
ce ninaed with the Nativity of F clus. the, 


Light ? 
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Light ? O bleſſed Night "wherein'the' Son of 
God appears cloathed with) our Mumanity | 
O happy and glorious Nativity which has thug 
changed the Curſe pronounced upou our firſt 
Parents into ſo great a Bleſſing! O admi. 
rable Night wherein Chriſt is born for the Re. 
demption of Mankind! Bleſſed for ever be 
the ſacred and undivided Trinity by whole 
876 and Goodneſs Man is reſtored to 
pineſs. Let us adore and praiſe God the 

F Faber of Heaven who did thus ſend his be. 
loved Son into the World that the World 
might be ſaved by him. Let us adore and 
praiſe God the Son who for us Men and for 
eur Salvation did come down ſrom Heaver, 
and aſſumed our human Nature. Let us adore 


and praiſe God the Holy Choſt, by whom was 


wrought the glorious Myſtery of our Saviour's 

Incarnation. O ſacred and ever Bleſſed Tri. 
nity to thee be Honour and Glory forever and 
overs World without End. Amen. 8 


u. 1 | 


Let us go my Soul! To Betlilehem let us go 
with the devout 7 Shepherds and adore Jeſus in 
the Manger. But O Heavens! O Earth! 
What do I here behold ? Jeſus the Son of 
God lying upon a little Straw iu a Stable be. 
tween an Ox and an Aſs, without Help, with 
none to aſſiſt him and his Virgin Mother, 
Powers of Heaven! where are you? Why 


do you not deſcend to puniſh theſe MG 
rut! 
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bratiſh People of Bethlehem, who with cruel 


hard Hearts abandon Mary and her divine In- 


fant, and leave them thus without Alſiſtance? 
At leaft, O ye Angels and Archangels, Che- 
rubim and Seraphim, all ye bleſſed Spirits above! 
haſten to come and pay your Devoirs to vour 
reat Lord and Maſter.” Be you his Dome- 
Ricks here on Earth, as you are conſtant At- 
tendants about his Throne in Heaven: Let us 
alſo, O my Soul, enter this Habitation, it is 
truly the Houſe: of God and Gate of Heaven. 
Let us here take up our reſting Place and ſtay 
with Jeſus and Mary. It is better to remain 
in 25 Stable than 15 dwell in the gilded Pa- 
laces of Kings. Behold where the Manger is 
placed, and wherein lies the incarnate Son of 

God, and great Creator of the World. pro- 
rate yourſelf at his adorable Feet, and lay 
open to him all your Wants. He will hear 
and receive your Prayers, and accept the 2 
vout Praiſes you render to . | 
O Jeſus! Divine Infant! My Lord and my 
God! Permit me: to. remain here, with thee 
and thy Virgin Mother. May I here loſe my- 
lelf in the Contemplation of thy wonderful 
Love and Bounty! Permit me, dear Lord, 
with utmoſt Reſpect humbly to aſk what is the 
Cauſe of this myſterious Proceeding? Duſt 
thou lie under any Neceſſity thus to humble 
thyſelf, thus to annihilate thyſelt? Ah no; it 
is or my Sake, and for the Love of me. It 
is to redeem me that thou comeſt in this poor 
and humble Manner. It is to raiſe me Irom 


"© 


184 -Chriſias Day, in the Morning. 
the moſt abject low Condition to the higheſt 
and moſt exalted Station. ö What Love and 
Gratitude ought, this to produce in my Heart? 
How ought I. to love and rarſe thee my God, 
Who haſt thus loved me: Accept, dear Lord, 
of this. ſmall Return I now make, by giving 
and offering.to thee, my Heatt; my Body, and 
Ne Soul, wich all that I am and have. All 
which proſtrate before thy Saered Crib, I dedi- 
cate to thy Love and Service, for to thee every 
Thing 1 Baye as. mol. jolih ad on due. 


CHRISTMASDAY. 


H E Semnle⸗ of Chrift's Nativity is one 
of the moſt Audient Feſlivals of the 
Church, and was kept on the twenty: fifth of 
December | always in the Latin or Weſlem 
Church, the Cuſtom of the Orientals or 
Greek Church ſeems to have been different and 
various in this Regard,” or as to the Day on 
which they celebrated this Feflival, Yer by 
Degrees they came to a conformity to the La- 
eins, and Chriftmas-Day to be, as it now is, 
univerſally obſerved on the vwenty-fiſth Day 
of December. It appears by a Sermon of St. 
Chry/ſoftometothe People of Antioch on the Feaſt 
of the Nativity cited by Father Thomaſſne, in 
has Treatiſe pf the Feafts of the Church, Lib, 
zi. C. 6. that it was then about ter, Years ſince 
the Faltern Church had begun to conſorm to 
the Weſlern in this Point, and the ſame holy 
Ts gives ſome Reaſons why Chr: ho 
hou 
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fhould be kept on the twenty. ſiſth of December, 


and why the Latins were more exact and true 


in their Obſervations than the Greeks, He ſays 


that it was in the Month of September that 


Zacharias had the Viſion in the Temple, and 
that his Wife St. Elizabeſh conceived, and that 


ſix Months afterwards the Angel Gabriel was 


ſent to the Ble ſſed Virgin 1o declare to her the 
Myſtery of the Incarnation of the Son of . 


God in her Womb, which muſt have been in 


March, and conſequently our Savipur's Birth 
nine Months afterwards muſt have been in 
December. St. Chry/sftome ſurther obſerves, 
that the Church of Rome might more eaſily 
come to the Knowledge of the true Day of 
Chriſt's Nativity, and other Churches learn it 
from her, becauſe it was in the Beginning of 
that Enrollment made in Judea by Quirinus 


purſuant to the Orders of Auguſtus Ceſar. 
Which Sort of Acts and publick Tranſactions 


were always kept at Rome with very great Ex- 
Whatever Difference there might have been 
among theſe ancient particular Churches as to 


the Day or Time of obſerving this Feſtival ; 
all agreed ia this, that it was a Day to be ce- 


lebrated with very great Solemnity and De vo- 
tion, Which Devotion and Pieiy the Church 
deſires now 10 inſpire aud conſerve in us; 


 haviog therefore allowed us ſome Reſpite after 
our midnight Devotions, ſhe calls us up in the 


Morning to join again with her in praiſiug and 
glorilying God for bis wonderful Goudaecls to 
#1 | 12 | 3 


4 196 At the ſecond Maſs on Chriftmas-Day. 


us, ſoconſpicuous in the Birth of Jeſus Chriſt, 
The Goſpel ſaid at the ſecond Mals will afford 
excellent Matter for our pious Meditations and 


Reflections in our. Morning ae this 
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The GOSPEL, St Lonz ii, 16. 


A N D it came to paſs, aſter the Angels de. 
55 parted lrom them into Heaven, the Shep- 

| herds: leid one to another: Let us go over: to 

Bethlehem'; and let us fee this Word ch is 
made, which the Lord hath ſhewed to us. 16. 
And they came with Haſte; and they found 
Mary and Jofc ph, and the Infant lying in the 
Manger. 17. And ſeeing they underſtood the 
Word that had been ſpoken to them concern- 
ing this Child. 18. And all that heard won- 


dered at thoſe Things that wefe told them by 


- the Shepherds. 19. But Mary kept all theſe 
Words pondering them in her Heart. 20. 


And the Shepherds returned gloriſying and 
praiſing God forall the Things they had heard 


7: and ſeen as it was told unto them. 
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0 and | anftiAinie Conduft of thefs 
devout Shepherds; as 'relatec in this Goſpel, 
and from whence we may learn what will 'be 


highly profitable! and advantageous to us! Let 


us in the fir{t Place conſider their Fidelity and 
Devotion. The Angel told them, that the 
Saviour of the World was born, and that they 
thould ſind bim wrapped in ſwa idling Cloths 


and lying in a Manger. hey believed what 


was laid to them, without enquiring any ſur- 
ther, and the Angel having left them, they 
{aid to one another, Let us go to Bethlehem. 
They went immediately, they did not make 


any Excuſes, ner aſked who would take Care 
of their Flocks 3 without aay Concern ſor 


them they liafiened tot fee the Saviour of tlie 
World. Iaſtruckive Example, teaching uso 
pay a ready and prompt Obedience tothe Calis 

of God, and to believe what he ſays to. us 
and notito let our worldly Affairs and CGun- 
cerns lo take up our Thoughis and Attention, 
as to neglect the Buſineſs of our. Souls. Thele 

Shepherds were poor Men, and.obliged to at- 


tend their Flocks Night and Day to preſerve 
"them from Danger, yet no ſooner did they 


hear of the Binh of te promiſed: Saviour, but 
laying alide all other Fhoughis and Concerns 
they invited one another to go and adore: him. 
However we- may be. obſiged to mind our tems 


oral Buſineſs, and to labour for the neceſſary 
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Support of Life, we muſt find ſome Time tg 
ſerve God./and provide fox our Souls. We 
muſt pay a Viſit ſometimes to our Saviour, 
and treat with bim about our ſpiritual. Con. 
cerris. This we ought -particularly;-to do on 
Days conſecrated to his holy Seivice, not with 
Coldneſs and Indiſſe rency;-but with Zeal and 
Fervour. And, can we do this at any more 
prof er Seaſon than this preſent holy. Time? 
Chu iſt comes no from Heaven to ſeek us, and 
it is but juſt we ſhauld go to meet him. Let 
us lay aſide at preſent the Affairs of the World, 
and ſuſpend our temporal Concerns to pay 
; bim our Duty. of Homage and; Adoration; to 
neglect this, is to. ſhaw. ourſelves ſtrangely in. 


ende of what he has done ſor us. Let us 


go then with the Shepherds and adore him, 
Bae him Thanks for his Goodnels, te us. 


e himſelf now calls us by the Voice of his 


8 pouſe the Gh urch, ſpeaking to us by her Mi. 


ö 1 who declare to us the Myſteries of this 
Feſtival, and tell us What we mull do to cele- 


: brate! it as we ought, and 0 profit by it. 


The Shepherds being arrived. at Bethlehem 
dend the Inſant in the Manger with Mary his 
Mother, as the Angel had told them. Iheir 


Labour was not loſt nor their Hopes de- 


ceived. God is true in all his Promiles, and 
will be found by all Who ſeek-hiny as they 
ought, and deſire to find him, If we ſeek Je. 
ſus and find him not; it is becauſe we do not 
ſeek him in a proper Manner. In vain we 
vw to find Jeſus-! in the Pride. and Veiga o | 
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| the; World. In vain we ſeek after him in * 
i ſond inordinate;, Deſire. of Riches, Honour 


OI 


and Pleaſures. Though he is the ſovereign 
King ol Heaven and Eaith, he does. not chuſe ; 
16 relide ich proud ambitious Cobrtiers. He 
as no Commerce with the Men of Pleaſure - 
and, Gallants ofthis. erde, de be came 
into the World, he { oug ht not. a Lodying i in a 
Palace, but Was content, with, a-Stable, and - 
chole the; Manger ſor, his Cradle. He was 
born ola poor bumble Virgin eſpouſed. to a 
poor Carpenter, ang all his Eiſe lime conver- 
fed with, and among. the Poor, and choſe for: 
bis. Diſciples. poor Fiſhermen. Il we deſne 
then to, find Jeſus, we myſt ſeek bim in Hu. 
wiliiy and.in, Poverty of DNL in the Midſl of- 
thoſe, Riches,. 005 chat py uence bis Bounty 
beftows; on;us.;-, We mull ſeek, him: i ina Con. 
1emptof- the, World, and, in the Way of the 
1 1 5 Alkother W. ays lead from Jeius, and 
not to hun. The 97 7 ſay, the Sbep- 
herds coming. to. Bathlehem, and finding Jefus- 
in the Manger, underitgod the Word that bad 
been, 1 0 «i Mete ae bim. * hey 
poder Myflery which Was bt dden : 
ſrom the Wi bea e 1 of- 7 orld, the 
proud Scribes and, Phariſees: | 8 "under. 
llood that he adh Fig ong expe eee, 5 
who was come to ſave. his People lrom' their 
Sine. This was the happy Effect of their Fide- 
ly, and Heroen lor this they retürne 
praiſing and glory fying Gad. If we ſee : Jeſus 
wu che ſame 7 and Newa he wi ind. 


Wille 
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wiſe maniſeſt himlelſ to us, and we hall bot A 
AS __ 3 4 ( | + ® - | | 23 7 N 2 18 tud 
know and find Him to be our Saviour and Re. 
x 'Þ 4 bg 348 4 * # Se? Tax OR WP EY bt mal 
deemer. ei it ws 


Another 'inſtruftive Cirtumſtance to be 
taken Notice of 'iri'the'Behavipur of theſe de. 0 
vout Shepherds is, what is recorded of them in 1 f 
their Retarn from Bethichem, where Having 5 
ſcen the Child Jefus they returned praiſing i Nat 
ard'gloriſying God for what they had fern and 
heard. They went, not 10 fatisly an idle Cu. if We 
rivſity, but with a'Defire'to be informed and wh 
to come to the Khowledgeof the Truth, Which 
having found, they did not hide or keep it to fl W. 
themſelves, but declared to every one what 
[they had heard and ſeen, and publiſhed Abroad ro 


the. Wonders that had been maniſelted to ver 
them. True Charity Keeps not the Good it is f 


pofleſſes to nſelf, but is communicative, and ig f 
<efires that others may participate of it. Let I Nat. 
us imitate theſe good Shepherds, and praiſe God 
for the Favours he has done us, eſpecially thole I ge. 
which are- ſpiritual, and regard our Souls. 
Let vs give him Thanks, and: glorify him for lem 
maniſefting himſelf to us, and bringing us 10 ougl 
the KnowJedge of the Chriſfian Faith, while nere 
To. many Thooſands, ſuch-great Numbers, ie. wha 
min in Ignorance and Error. It was a grea fl Loy 
Happinels {or theſe poor Shepherds to be in-] 
ſormed of Chrill's Birth, and to ſee him in the 
Manger, while he was unknown to, and un- 
fought ſor by, the High Priefts, the Secribes 
2nd-Phariſees. They were ſenfible of the 
Favour done to them, and fhewed their 9 
| 2 | | SEO © tude: 
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| tude by praiſing and gloriſying God. Let us 


make our: Gratitude appear by dutiful Returns 
of Love and Obedience. Herein we muſt do- 
as the Bleſſed Virgin did, who kept all (thoſe 
Words. ſhe had heard pondering them in her 
Heart. We muſt not content ourſelves with 
an external- Appearance of ſolemnizing Chr iſt 8: 
Nativity, and think that ſufficient. There! 18 
ſomething more required ſor a-Chriſtmas Duty. 


We muſt ſeriouſly conſider and meditate upon 


what we read and hear at this; Time concern- 


ing Chriſt's Birth, and why be came into the 


World, that what. ve read and hear may prove 
Seed ſown upon good Ground, and bring forth: 
Fruit in Abundance in a holy Life and Con- 
verſation, whereby. it may appear, that: Chriſt 


is ſpiritually born in our Souls. Where this 
is the happy Fruit of commemorating. Chriſt's 


Nativity, it will be to us indeed a happy Chriſt- 
mas, and we ſhall have Reaſon to rejoice with 
the Angels in Heaven, and with the Church 
upon Earth on this truly great and holy So- 
lemnity of Chriſt's Birth; the Memory of which 


| ought to be conſtantly preſerved, that we may 


never forget what he has done ſor us, nor 
what Returns we ought to make him for- his 


Love. and es 100 . 
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ſee a 
thee. 


0 divine Infave Jede! My gest and 85 
- verbign'Lord arid Maſter !' How: doſt thou veil 
all thy Glory and Maſeſty under the Povery 
oft humble Birth in a Stable! Lying Ina Fart 
| Manger thou doſt reveaF thyſelf to the Po Lor 
und Humble, and doſt hide thyſelf from the Mb. 
Proud and Haughiy. Youchſaſe to reveal ii, 
ſelf to me. Feach me to be truly bumble, 
make me to ove thy" Poverty, and to follow 
thee ty 'thy -Humitiztion” and Contempts. 0 
that 1 teſteem it all my Hap mels to be. 
come ſike thee, poor, mean, rd” unregardedM A 
by the World! Thou walt ſo dear ſeſo, 
Thou art my Lord, and 1 am thy Servant, 
Thou art my Maſter; and T'am thy Diſciple; 
and haſt thou not ſaid: The - Servant 15 nt 
greater r he Lord, nor the Diſciple abore 
41 1 18 2 Shall I then” reſuſe to be humble, 
and ſeek for the Riches and Grandeur of ms 
World? Can I ſee thee in a poor Stable, ' and R 
be troubled, if 1 have not à fine Houſe oil”. 
Lodgings ? Can J ſee thee in thy tender In. Mat 
- fancy labourinig under ſo great Neceffity and let! 
Want, and myſelf repine and murtner if Len Beh 
joy not Superfluity and Abundance? O Jeſus: WW <7 
permit me not to be ſo unlike to thee, while hun 
1 pretend to be thy Diſciple. ſort 
O Eight! true Light of the World! who Had 
enlightens every one who comes into the i She 
World. Enlighten my Underſtanding that IN pan 
4 40 . wy 


God. 


Jay 


4 $QLILO. O'U Y; "VE. 143 
may know-thee 5 Open my Eyes that I may 
{ce thee, and touch my Heart that I may love 
thee. 1 ſee thee, O geſus a newborn Child, 
and I know thee, and acknowledge thee to be 
God. I ſee thee a. -weeping Infant, and know 
thee lo be the great Creator of Heaven and' 


Earth. 1 know all this to be the Effect of thy 
.- trees Fant that's may love thee 
. 8 85 ee 1 „itt 73 1 
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RE? FOLCE, 0 Denghti of Sion! fear 


Mat. xxi. Rejoice, O my Soul! Rejoice, and 
let us be glad at this ſacred and holy Time. 
Behold! Jeſus our Saviour and our King 


human Nature, and made like. unto us. Go 
ſorth then to meet him in a Tranſport. of Joy 
and Admiration. Let us join with the devout 
Shepherds, and make one in their holy Com- 


pany. Go to Bethlehem, and with them ſee 


and 


—— 5 — 


not e behold thy King cometh to thee, St. 


comes from Heaven to Earth, veſted with our 


and adore; this great King('of Heaven an Eat 
Earth: there behold thy Lord and thy God, no-. 
thy Creator and Redeemer. Contemplaäte him ( 
coming. to the poor, meek: and humble. He I lov 
makes his. Entrance into this World cloathed IM on! 
with our Iafirmities, and expoſeil to all our and 
Miſeries. Beheld thy Kings cometh, not an Ik 
earthly Prince, ' not a worldly Monarch, but Sab 
the King of Heaven, eternal, immortal. He ble 
comes not to reign in the World as a tempo. W Sal 
ral Prince, but to ſave the World by dying for to 
it. He comes, not in Pomp and Grandeur, to 
but'in Poverty, Humility and Meekneſs. He O 
comes, not that he may be feared, but be loved; 
not that he may frighten. Sinners from him, 
and terrify them with his Power, but that he 
may draw them to him by his Love. HE 
How happy are we, O my Soul! in the 
Bleſſings which this Day ſhowers down upon 
the Sons of Adam! Jeſus Chriſt comes out of 
his great Love and Charity to ſave us and to 
find us who were loſt, His Love and our Mi- 
leries make him come. He comes to favew 
from our Sins, to inſtruct our Ignorance, and 
to ſhe us the Way of Truth. He comes to 
aſſiſt our Weakneſs, and to draw our Minds 
from the Love of this World to that of Hea- 
ven, to fill us with. all Good, and to free us 
from all Evil. He comes to give us eternal 
_ Happineſs in the Enjoyment of himſelf; add 
that we might rejoice, he weeps; that we may 
become rich, he makes himſelf poor; that we 
might reign in Heaven, he comes you 6 
V e art 
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Earth, for tlys it is that this Lord and King 
now 'cometh-unto theꝶeeee. 
O adorable Jeſus, moſt worthy to be be- 
loved! My King and my God! Thou art my 
only beloved whom I deſire above all Things, 
and to whom I owe all that I am and have. 
I know and firmly believe, that it is for m 
Sake thou art thus come, and haſt thus hum- 


| bled thyſelf. Thou haſt done all this for my 5 
Sake, and out of immenſe Love and Charity 


to me. How much am I bound to love thee, 
to praiſe, magnify and give Thanks to thee, 
O Love! divine Love! how powerful art 
thou! Love, dear Saviour of my Soul! has 
brought thee from Heaven, and laid thee ina 
Manger; and my Love, poor, weak and little 
as it is, brings me now to wait upon and adore 
thee, and with the Angels and Shepherds to 
vilit and to praiſe heul. 


e 


How different, O my Soul, is this divine 
Infant from what he here ſeems to be? We 
behold a ſmall, delicate and tender Body, weep- 
ing, | helpteſs, lying apon a little Straw, and 
yet he 1s the eternal Son of his eternal Father, 
the Splendor of his Glory and expreſs Image 
of his Subſtance. He 1s God, infinite, Al- 
mighty, the Joy of the Bleſſed, and the De- 
50 of thoſe whoa love him, the Happineſs. 
ok thoſe who deſire him, and the Source of 
endleſs Bliſs to thoſe who poſſeſs him. How 
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Jytle and yet how great is the new-born Son 
of this Virgin Mather, Bleſſed, Mary, aud the 
only begoiten Son of God the Fatber, ſull of 
Graee and Truth! O wonderful! O admira. 
ble and myſterious Proceeding of Love! He 
pPuttethchimſelſ in chis Condition, that he may 
the more eaſily draw ur AﬀeAions to him, 
He invites all to, come to him; every ons 
may have ſree Ac ceſs to him, and all may he 
unitechto him by Love. Let us draw near to 
him, my Soul! We amore +beautiful, mote 
.emiable than this divine Infant thus lying in a 
Stable? Who more noble, greater or more de. 
Aefrving? The Heavens are his, the Earth is 
His, the Sea and all that is therein are his, al 
being the Work of - his Hands. This. Day is 
this. This iz the Day which he the Lord has 
made, and this is the Day which has made the 
Lord. On this Day the Word is made Fleſh, 
and is come to dwell among us. This 1s the 
Day which the Lord has made, let us be glad 
and rejoice therein. Pſal. 117. What more 
proper. Entertainment for this ſacred and joy. 
-fal Time, than to ſing and rejoice with the 
Angels of Heaven? And yet let us weep with 
Piiy for this Infant Jeſus, ſuffering ſo much 
Hardſhip, and ſhedding Tears ſor us in this 
O my adorable Saviour, ſweeteſt Infant Je. 
us! I Will, do both. Iwill join my Tears to 
thine. Let me weep over the. Miſeries and 

| Hardlhips thou doſt ſuffer, and let me "Y 
f HITS. | an 
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and mourn for m * Sins, the Cauſe of all thy 
Miſeries and Sufferings. I will alſo rejoice 
and be glad, becanfe foo art come, O my R. 
deemer, to ſave me from eternal Miſery, I 
will rejoice with the Angels, and will praile 
thee, I will ſay with thy holy Prophet 
Abaccuc, I will rejoice in the Lord, and beglad 
in God my Jeſus. Abag.mi. I will ſpend this 
Day in a holy: Joy, I will praiſe thee, O my 


beloved, and ling a Hy mn of Thankſgiving 
to thee. I will join my ” Hart and Voice to 


the Choirs of Heaven, and ſing aloud, Glory 
be to God in the Higheſt, and with the Hebr elp 
Children ſay, Ble he: 2s: he that cometh in the 
Name of the Lord: Hoſanna in the thghe/t, 
Thou art he, O divine Infant Jeſus! "who 
comeſt in the Name of the Lord, and art thy- 

ſelf the Lord Moſt High. Thou art the King 
of Iſrael, who cometh to ſave and redeem. us. 
To-thee be all Honour and Glory, with the 


Father and the Holy Ghoſt, World witlivut. 


End. Amen. 


"0h CHRISTMAS. | 


CHRISTMAS: bar in the 


1 7 | Evening, 


AVING, in Part, diſcharged the Du. 


ties of this great and holy Pay, by our 
private Devotions and Meditations, and by 
aſſiſting at the publick Offices of the Church, 
Jet us cloſe the Devotions of this Feftivzl by 
ſome further and devout Reflections on the 
Myſteries and Mercies we have celebrated. 
The Goſpel faid at the third Maſs of this Day 


will ol excellent Mauer tor our Evening 
Meditations, 


At 


At 


At 
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At the Third MASS on Chriſtmas- 


The GO S 2 E L., St. JOHN. i. 1. 


1 the Beginning was the Word, and the 


Word was with God, and the 0 ord was 


God. 2. The lame was in the Beginning with 


| God. 3. All Things were made by him: and 
without him was made nothing that was made. 


4. In him was Liſe, and the Liſe was the 
Light of Men. 5. And the Light ſhineth if 
Darkneſs, and the Darkneſs did not compre- 
hend it. 6, There was a Man ſent from. God 
whoſe Name was John. 7. This Man came 
for a Witneſs: to give Teſtimony of the 
Light, that all Men might believe through 


him. 8. He was not the Light, but was 10 


give Teſtimony of the Light. g. Ihiat was 


the true Light, which M n exery Nan 
| that cometh into this World. 16. He was in 
the World, and the World was made by him, 
and the World knew him not, 11. He came 
N ED into 
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not of Blood, nor of the Will- of the Fleſh, 


Conſideration the admirable and ineffable My. 
Nery of the divine Word made Fleſh, A 
Nly ſtery to be conſidered. with great Devotion 
br. Attention. The increated Word, the 
e. ernal Son of God the Father, co- equal and 

co eternal with the Father, and beſere al 
Time. This Word, by whom all Things 
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into bis own, and his own received him not. 
12. But as many as received him, he gave then 
Power to be made the Sons of God, to then 
that believe in his Name. 1. Who are born 


nor the Will oſ Man, but of God. 14. And 
the Word was made Fleſh; and dwelt among 
us (and we ſaw his Glory, the Glory as it were 
of the only begotten of the Father) full of 
Grace and Truth. 


R E FLE c T-1 ON 8. 
In this holy Goſpel is RIM to our feriong 


were made, now made Fleſh, veſted with 
our Humanity, and become true Man. Let 
us conſider this adorable Myſtery, not witha 


vain Cunoſity, or to enquire how this can be, 
but with an humble Faith, and e firm Belief 
ol it, and from thence to viſe m ovur Hearts 
and Souls the moſl fervent Affections of De. 


votion, Love, Praiſe and Adoration- To be 


| lieve and adore is our Duty, but to enquire 
curioufly is a criminal Raſhneſs and Preſump. 
tion. He who will ſcarch into inſcrutable Ma- 


| 1f1y ſhall be oppreſſed % the Glory. of it Prov 


Xx. 
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Xv. We may truly admire the wenderful 
Goodneſs of God in this Myſtery, and cry 
out with the Royal Pſalmiſt, Hau wonderful 
are thy. Works, ©; Lord!: Pſalm exxxvi. 
Truly wonderful! The Word is made Fleſh,. 
"God Man. The human Nature is j-ined to 
the divine; Jeſus Chriſt is born, true God 
and true Man, True God, the enly. Son of. 
God the Father, equal God, and ons with. 
him, Prue Man born of the Bleſſed Virgin 
Mary, He is God of the Subſtance of bis 
„Father begotten belore all: Worlds: And. 
Man of tie Subſtance of his Mother born 
„ in the World. Perſe& God, and perſett: 
Manz of- a rational Soul and human Fleſh 
+ ſubſiſting,, Equal to. the Father according. 
« to his Divinicy. | Leſs than the. Father, ac- 
* cording to his Humanity Who though be 
be God and Man, yet is not two, but one 
„ Chriſt, One, not by. Converſion of the 
* « Divinity into Fleſh, but by Aſſumption of 
the Humaniiy into God. One altogether, . 
„ not by Conluſion of Subſtance; but by 
« Unity. of Perſon. For as a rational. Soul. 
« and Fleſh is one Man, ſo God and Man is 
„one Chriſt“.“ Who this Day came into 
the World, that we might become the adoptive 
Sons of God, by believing in his Name. 0 
Altuudo! O the Depth of the Riches of the 
Wiſdom and of the. Knowledge of Cod how 


Achanaſian Creed- 


1 


152 Atthe'third Maſs on Chriſtmas- Day. 
| incomprehenſible ate his Judgments, and Un 
| ſearchable is Mays. Rom. x i. 
This is that divine Word, which, as 8. 
John fays, is the true Light which enlighten; 
every one, He came into the World not 
only to ſave us from Sin, but alſo to enlighten 
| our Underſtanding with the Knowledge of 
i Truth.. To be a Light unto our Feet, and a 
4 Lanthor n to our Paths, Plalm cxviii. that \ve 
| might ſee our Way to him, and walk ſecure. 
ly m his holy Law. He came to enlighten 
bur Underflanding to believe in him, and to 
1:flame vur Will that we might love and obe 
him, ferving him in Holineſs and Juſbice all 
our Days, St. Luke i. We muſt not think 
our Duty, confiſts only in a Belief of the My. 
ſtery, or in Faith alone without good Works, 
We ſhall never celebrate this Feſtival, nor ho- 
| nour the Nativity of Chriſt as we ovght, if 
we content ourſelves with believing it: or with 
a little ourfide Show of Devotion, and go no 
further. Our Hearts muſt be touched With a 
| — Senfe of what God has done for us, and of 
l our great Obligations to him, and this mull 
| have an Influence upon our Lives and Aftions, 
otherwife we ſhall be of the Number of thoſe 
to whom thrs Light ſhines, and th? e compre- 
hend it not, becauſe they will not, but tut 
their Eyes that they may not ſee it Such 
are allthoſe Chriſtians who pretend to believe 
the Incarnation and Birth of Chriſt, and that 
he came into-the "World to defroy Sin, yet 
by their wicked and linful Lives N 
What 
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what they ſay, diſhononr their holy Profeſſion 
and deprive themſelves. of: all the Mercies de- 
ſigned them. by the; Coming of our Saviour, 
God was made Man, as St. Auguſtine ob- 
ſerves, that Men might become the Sons of 
God and Children of Light, by walking wor- 
thy of the Light. To this Purpoſe is St. 
Leo's Exhortation. © Chriſtian Soul. ac- 
* knowledge thy Dignity, and now thou art 
© raiſed to a Participation. of the Divine Na- 


ture, ſcorn to degenerate, or return by Sin 


« to thy former Baſeneſs.“ Serm. i- de Mat. 
From a ſerious Conſideration of what this 
divine Word has done for us will appear ibe 


| criminal Ingratitude of not making a right Uſe 


of his Mercies. Of this St. John ſpeaks when 
he ſays, this divine Word was in the World, 
and the World knew him not; he came into his 
own, and his own received him not. St. John 
i. He came into the World which he had 
made, with great Humility, and the World 
full of Pride would not know him, or regard 
him. He came into his own Land, to his 
own People, his favourite Nation, and they 
would not receive, or acknowledge him. The 
havghty proud Jews, who vainly flattered. 


themſelves with a glorious temporal Meſſias, 
would not receive the divine Jeſus coming in 


Poverty and Humility. They would not own 
him lying in a Stable, the Son of an humble 
Virgin a a poor Carpenter. But not 
only the Jews thus ſhewed their Ingratitude ;. 


| there are Chriſtians, alas l and ioo many of 


them 


them ecqually ungrateſul to the boly Jeſus, and 


Choler, Hatred and Revenge have Nothing tb 
do with his Patiehce, Meekneſs and Chariiy. 


know bim not; nor will he manifeſt himſeſf 


he did-the proud Scribes and Phariſees among 


Whiks are el.” St. John iii. What Ingrati- 


Other. ' Let us conclude the Devotions of this 
Day with ſerious Reſolutions to co. operate 


may be ſpiritually born ig us, in our Souls, 
that we may ardently love him, and faithfully 
ſerve him in this World, and be happy with 
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Will net receive him into their Hearts. Their 
Pride ſhutsc him ont, and will not give Ad. 
mittenee to his Humility“ Their Ambition 
and im moderate Eovè of Riches will not re. 
ceive his Poverty. Their Love of Eaſe and 
Pleafure reſyſes to admit his Suſſerings. Their 


Thefe, thofgh he comes io them, receive 
Him not; and, Whatever they pretend, they 


to them by bis ſaving Grace while they thug 
refuſe to know him, but will rejett them as 


the Jews. Such Chriſtians ſhow, that though 
the Light is come into the World, they /ore 
Dattrefs rather: than Light, becauſe ther 


tode'this\ What a Contempt of the Mercies 
of God! How great an Injury to the Son of 
God made Man for us, and how ſevere a Pu- 
niſhment do all fuch deferve ! Let us not be 
guilty' of the one, that we may not incur the 


With the Grace of God manifeſted to us in 
the Myflery of this great and holy Feſtival, 
that as Chriſt was this Day born for us, be 


him for ever in the next. 
hs _ ASPIH 
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ASPIRATIONS. 


| 
O my Soul! where are we? 4 we. not 


loſt,ia the Contemplation of chisadorable My- 
ſtery of Love and Goodneſs? What Won- 
ders! What Miracles of Bounty 1 Conde- 
{cenſion appear in this. Myſtery! 7 e Ward 
made Fleſh. | What Greatnel: 8 and. it 


umility ! 
what Power and Weakneſs What Riches ad 


Poverty are, here! what a Conjupttion, God 


| and Man, Heaven and Ear! O Lord 


this, is thy doing, and it is mattellous! in our 
Eyes. i 

O divine Word made men ſus, Sop 
of God, and, Son of the. el picgin! 1 


bow down and adore thee. 1 I captivate my 
Underftanding.-to the Obedience of. Faith, and 


firmly,believe that thou art true God and true 


Man. I believe that. thou art God beſore all 


Time, and that row art Man born in Time, 
and for my Sake. O that I could but make 
ſome juſt; Return of, Love and Gratitude to 


thee for; this great and inconceivable Myſtery 


of Mergy. and Goodneſs: 


O Jeſus; my adorable Saviour, WhO art 
come into the World to enlighten and teach 
us the true Way of Happineis! Perfect, O 


my God, perfect what thou haſt begun, 


and make me, both to Know and. to hear thee. 


Speak to me, dear Lord, and open my Ears 


to hear thy {ſweet and charming Voice. Let. 
me not be dept to thy divine Calls, nor turn 


my 
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my Back upon thee. Teach me the W ay of 
Love, Humility, Patience and that Meekne, 


of which thou art in thy hoh Infancy fo bright 
an Example. 


0 Chrilt, Son of the living God, and end. 


leſs Source of all Good! O Jeſus full of Grace 


and. Truth! fil my Heart with that Grace 
and Truth which behold in thee, and wih 
which thqu comeſt to ;repleniſh the Earth. 


Wound my Heart with the ſweet Dart of thy 
Love, that Love which has thus brought thee 
from Heaven, and cloathed thee with my Fleſh, 
Love, dear Saviour of Mankind! has wrought 
-all.theſe Wonders. Love has made thee be. 
come Man. O that the ſame divine Love 


might transform me into tbee, that 1 may be 
all thine, and truly ſay, 1 live, not I. but 


thou in me, and 4 in thee. 


O ſovereign Bliſs of my Soul! how am! 
tranſported to think that thou haſt made thy. 


felf Man for me, that 1 might become like 
unto thee, and be for ever happy with-thee! 


O Word incarnate! where can I be happy 
bat with thee, and in thy Love Can it be 
a Queſtion, dear Loi! whether I ſhould 


love thee ? Can I doubt, or heſitate, though 


but for a Moment, whether all my Felicity 


'and Happineſs is not in loving thee? No, 
Lord, I can never be hap pp buen in loving thee, 
and. unleſs 1 love gk | 

milerable. 


ſhalt be fore ever 


4 80. 
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For Chriſlmas-Day in the Evening. 


TH IS is the Day which the Lord has made, 
let us be glad and rejoice therein. Pl. exvii. 
Let us be glad and rejoice, O my Soul! for 


this is the glorious Day which has brought _ 


true Life and Happineſs to all Mankind, The 
divine Word is made Flefh, and is come to 
dwell with us, and bring Peace to all the 


EFartli. O come, let us rejoice to our Lord; 


let us ſing to the Ged of our Salvation. Ah 
my Soul! if ever there was a juſt Occaſion 
for us to rejoice in this ſad Vale of Tears, this 
miſerable Place f Exile; now is the proper 
Seaſon, now is the happy Time. Let us join 
then our Heart and Voice te thoſe of the 
heavenly:Choirs, and with them fing aloud. 
Glory be-to God in the Higheſt. To this the 
Angels invite us, and tell the Reaſon, Behold, 
ſay they, we denounce to you 215. Tidings of 
Foy. O ye bleſſed Spirits of Heaven! what 
Joy? Why ſhould we rejoice ? Hark! they 
further declare the Subject of this Joy. This 
Day ts born to you a Saviour. O charmin 
Tidings ! O happy News ! the Saviour of the 
World is come, the long expected Meſſias ap- 
. — pears 
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pears to redeem Joſt Man, and to reſtore hin 
to Happineſs. The eternal Son of God, Gu 
of God, true God of true God, vonchſales to 
be born of a Virgin, and to be made Man, 
The Word as made Fleſh, and we celebrate hi 
Nativity, let us be glad and rejoice therein, 
How wonderful, O my Soul, does the Good. 
neſs and Bounty of God to Man 1 
When he firſt made Man it was by one lin 
Word of his omnipotent Power. With te 
fame Facility and Eaſe he could have faved us, 
but he would not redeem us at ſo eaſy a Rate. 
That we might be the more ſenſible of his 
Love; to ſave us be ſpoke much, did more, 
and ſuffered moſt of all. To ſave and redeem 
us, he would humble himfſelf to our low Earth, 
and all the Infirmities of human Nature. He 
deſcended from Heaven, where he was adored 
by the Cherubim and Seraphim, to become ; 
Hike us poor, mean, and contemptible upon 
Earth. Thongh Infinity itſelf, we may here 
behold him reduced as it were to a Span; and 
he who boldeth the Heavens in the Hollow ol 
his Hands is here a weeping Inſant, a ſmall , 
| helpleſs Child. O ſtupendous Inflance of Hy- 
mility and Love! Prodigy of Goodneſs ex- 
ceeding our utmoſt Capacity to comprehend: 
_ myſterious Proceeding of divine Bounty, which 
the Angels adore in Extaſies of Love and As 
miration, but cannot penetrate. 
© Jeſus, my dear Redeemer! with all the 
Powers of my Soul J praiſe and bleſs thee, 
and with all humble Aﬀettions of Loye and 


Duty 


Chriſlmas- Day in the Evening * 139 
Duty 1 bow down and adore thee. With a 
Heart ſull'of Gratitude and Acknowledgment 
I deſire to approach thy Manger, and there 
contemplate and admire that Charity thou haſt. 
ſhewn to me. O my divine Jeſus! my God! 
and my King! Thou art a King, but where 
is thy Palace? Where is thy Throne? Where 
are thy Royal Robes, and where are thy At- 
tendants? Ah my Soul! Jeſus has no other 
Palace but a Stable, no better Throne than a 
Manger, no Robes but poor ſwaddling Cloths, 
ard all his Attendants are his Virgin Mother 
and St. 7o/ep/, with the Ox and the Afs, The 
Angels who declared his Birth are returned to 
Heaven. And-the Shepherds who came to fre. 
him are returned to their Flocks: So that he 


| js, in a Manner, Jelt alone unregarded, and ne- 


oletted. But I will wait upon thee, dear Sa- 
viour! I will join myſelf to Mary and Joſeph, + 
and will attend upon thee. Here I will re- 
main; nothing ſhall draw me from the Stable, 
and I will abandon ail Concerns and Pleaſures 
of this World, that I may entertain miylelf 


with thee. 


; I | 


But while we thus entertain ourſelves, O 
my Soul! at the Manger of Jeſus, and in the 
Stable of Bethlehem, what Wonders do we be- 
hold ! a tender weeping Infant, yet God the 
lovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth, who 
here conceals all his Gloiy and Majelly, that 

02 we 
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we l to bim without Fear, and 
treat familiarly with him. In Conßdance of 
this his Bounty and Goodneſs draw near 0 


him. If his Grandeur as God terrifies you, if 


your o Unwortbineſs may juflly: maße you 
apprehend, let his Bounty, his Sweetnels, az a 
Saviour, and, his ardent Love draw you to him. 
He rejects no Man. He invites all, and every 


_ one has free Acceſs to him. He puts himſelf 


in chis Condition, that he might ſweetly draw 


uy to him, 1 come then, O divine ;Jlnfagtt 


I adore thee, and wilt embrace thee. as my ſo- 


vereign and only Good, alone the true Lie 


and Happineſs of my Soul. 
And now, what mall I further oy: my - God 


and my All! divine incarnate Word! Redeem- 


er of Mankind! what ſhall I ſurther ſay? Hav. 


ing endeavoured to honour thee in this annual 
Commemoration of thy holy and humble Birth 


of the Bleſſed Virgin, may the Memory, of this 


thy marvellous Bounty be deeply grafted on 
my Heart! may I never forget what thou haſt 


done ſor me, nor be unprateſul to thy Love, 
end be pleaſed to accept of this ſmall Return | 
now make to thy Love, by offering to thee, 
wy Heart, my Body, and my Soul, with all 


that I am 2nd have, all which I dedicate to thy 
Love and Service. May thy Grace enable me to 


continue faithful to thee, and daily to love thee 
more and more, ti] at length I come happily 


10 enjoy thee in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Amen, Amen, fee; Jelus, Amen. | 


Sunda y 
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Sunday within the Odlave of 
| Onriftmas 


The G O SP . E. St Lux: Th 33. | 


AND his Father and Moitier were won- 


dering at thole Things which were ſpoken 
concerning him. 34. And Simeon bleſſed 
hem, and ſaid to Mary bis Mother: Beheld 
this Child is ſet for the Fall, and for the Re- 
furrettion of many in {/racl, and ſor a Sign 
which thall be contradicted. 35. Ard thine 


own Soul a Sword {hall pierce, that out of ma- 


| by Hearts Thoughts may be revealed. <6. 


And there was one Anna, a Prof heteſs, the 
Daughter of Thanuel, of the Tribe of Aer; 
ſhe was far advanced in Years, and had lived 


with her Huſband ſeven Years from her Vir- 


ginity. 37. And ſhe was a Widow until four 
(core and four Years: who deparicd not from 
the Temple, by Falling and Prayers ferving 
Night and Day. 38. Now ſhe at the fame 
Hour coming in, confeſſed to the Lord; and 

ſpoke of him to all that looked for the Re. 

demption of 1/1 ael. 39. And aſter they had 
perlormed all Things according to the Law of 
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the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to thei 
City Nazareth. 40. And the Child grew, and 
waxed ſtrong: full of Wiſdom, and the Grace 
of God was in him. 


REFLECTIONS. 


The Gn on bis Sunday kin the Oc. 
tave of (Ariſlmas, reads to all her Children 2 
very {cnous Leſſon, and puts them in Mind, 
that although the Nativi y of Jeſus Clift is 
truly a Subject of great Joy in the hap Py Re- 
de mption he came into the World to bring to 
MMaukind, yet this Joy may and ought to be 

tempercd with a holy Fear and Apprekenſioa 

of our loſing, by our own Fault, the Beneſit ve. 
ſigned by his coming into the World. The 

holy Evangeb t informs us, that when Das 
| Simeon bad taken the divine Infant Jelus in his 


Arms, having blefled God {or letting him ſce- 


the promiſea Meſſias, he told the Bleſſed Vir. 
gin, that the Child was ſet for the Ruin and 
Reſurretion of many. Je/us: Chriſt came into 
the World ſor the Reſurtection and Salvation 
of every one, and if he proves the Ruin of 
any, it 18 becauſe they abuſe his Goodneſs, and 
by wilſully commitiing, and living in Sin fruſ- 
trate and diſappoint one great End of his com. 
ing into the World, namely, to deflroy Sin, 
and overthrow the Kingdom of it. 

That Chriſt came into the World ſor the 
Salvation of all Mankind, and does ſincereh 
defize that ev ery one ſhould be ſaved, is a cer- 
tai). 
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tain Truth, and an Article of Faith which 
cannot be called into Queſlion, and is confirm- 
ed by innumerable Pallages of holy Scripture, 
wherein all. and every one are called to Re- 

pentance, and to lay Hold of the Mercy offer. 
ed to them. God has ſufficiently declared, 

that he delires not the Death of any one Sia: 
ver, but that all may be converted and live: 
For this the, Son of God became mean: for 

this he. was: born of the Bleſſed Virgin, and 
died upon A Croſs. It is no leſs true that all 
Men will not be ſaved; many will be eter nally 
Lt and verily the Prophecy of old Semeon, 
This our Bleiſed Lord himſelf affirms, ſay ing: 
Many are called, but ſew are choſen, St. Matt. 
X11, and allutes us, that narrow tis the Vay 

which leads (o. Life, and few | there are who fins &« 


1 ibid. C. vii. As thete arc the Words of 


Truth himſelf, they deſerve and require our 
moſt fertous Attention, that we may not deceive 
ourſelves by erroneouſly concluding, that be- 
cauſe Chill ys born into the World as at this 
Time, al] our Wy 1k is done, and no more re- 
quired of us 10 be faved by bim chan to believe 
this Myſtery., Chriſt indeed 1 is come into the. 
World 1 to ſave us, but he expects we ſhould. 
co. Oper ate with im. and do fomethir: g to ob. 
tain this Salvation. Hence that celebrated 
and inflruftive Sentence of St. Auguſiine, God. 
made 1 ift 79 but he wall, not fave. 
w u 0 Kit 
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16z Sunday wrr/rn the Octave of Chriſtmas, 
Le us a little more particularly diſcuſs an 
weigh with ourſelves this moſt ſerious and im. 
portant Point. Chriſt came to fave all, and 
yet, ſays holy Szmeon, he is fet for the Ruin of 
many. Ho can he be a Jeſus or Saviour of 
all, and be the Fall or Ruin of many? This 
doubtleſs, could never be the End or Deſipy 
of his coming into the World: This Ruin, 
therefore, muſt proceed, not from him, but 
{rom thoſe who are involved in it. It mull 
be charged on the Wickedneſs of many whq 
_ ebule that which was imended for their Good. 
1t n:uſt be attributed to the Obſlinacy of Sin- 
ners, -who cherim and maintain Sin, which 
 Chiilt came to deſtroy. Salvation is deligned 
tor every one, but to obtain that Salvation, 
_ every one mult forfake Sin, and do good. II 
we refuſe to do this, how can we expett to be 
laved? Can we expect any Benefit fron 
Chrili's Coming into the World, if we refuſe 
to comply with the Conditions neceſſary io en- 
title us to the Mercies of his Nativity? To 
| flatter ourſelves thus is but to deceive ourſelves, 
To proſeſs to believe in Chrift, and to diſho- 
nour that Belief by wicked Lives is to tum 
the Bleſſing deſigned us inte a Curſe, and will 
cauſe Chriit to prove our Ruin. Had we ne- 
ver heard of Chriſt, or did not prolels to be- 
lieve in him, we might alledge ſomething. in 
our Defence, but aſter having heard ol him, 
owniag and acknowledging him, and yet wil 


| fully to diſobey him, no Wonder if he prove: 
the Ruin ot all ſuch in the ſevere Punithment, 


lis 
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his Juſtice will one Day inflift upon them fer 
having, abuſed: his Mercy. From hence we 
may eaſily comprehend:how Chriſt. may be ſet 
lor the Ruin of many, though. deſiring 10 ſave 
all. 4 0201 uf A 2 5 G64 7 „190 Fei 
Let us further: conſider, that if, by their own 
Fault, many find. their Ruin in bim, Who 
came into the, World io be their Saviour and 
Redeemer, many alſo will find him to be truly 
their Re lürtettion and; Liſe ; and it is in our 
power to render him our Saviour, and to ob- 
tain thoſe Bleſſings which by his holy Birth he 
deſigned for us. As he is infinitely goad and 
gracious, he requires, in Order to this, no- 
thing but what, aſhfled by his Grace, we may 
erform. He requires nothing impoſſible, or 
lo difficult which we, cannot perform. He is 
not ſuch à bard and auſtere Maſter as 40 expect 
to reap where he has not ſown, or to exact 
that from us which: he does, not enable, us to 
do. Do we then deſire eternal: Happineſs ? 
Do we deſire to ſhare in the Mercies deſigned 
by the Son of God. bis coming in the Fleſh? 
We ſhall certainly obtain our Deſires, if we do 
what be:bids us; and what is that? Exem- 
plum dedi vobis, I have given you an Example, 
St. John xii, Learn of me, for 1 am meek 
and humble of Heart, St. Matt. vi. To follow 
Chriſt, and 40 initate the Example he has 
given us, is ihe Sum of our Duty, and all that is 
required to find him our Saviour. By our ſin- 
cere Endeavours to comply with this, we ſhall. 
certainly find that he will be to us a Reſurrec- 
- ton 
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tion to eternal Life. The great Intereſt we 
have in this may be apowerſn] Motive to make 
us willing to do it. Reafon as well as Nel. 
gion, call upon and excites us. I is reaſon. 
able we ſhould hearken to the Advice of ain 
cere and judicious Friend inftruAing us in 
what may be of. the greateſt Advantage to us, 
and forewarniny us of what will prove out 
Ruin if we do not avoid k. This Chrift dow 
ant therein ſhews himſelf our fincere and bef 
Friend: We think it highly reaſonable that; 
Soldier ſhould follow ils Gapraic or Leader, 


and not to be afraid to enter upon the moſt ha. 
. zardous Undertaking, and willingly put bj 
Liſe in Danger, even loſe it rather than be re. 
proached as a Coward; and one afraid to ſol 
low his Commander. Chriſt is our Captain 
and Leader. We are his Soldiers, and br 


Baptiſm lifted. under his Standard. As fuch 


then we ate obliged to ſollow. bim, and tv 
- imitate the Example he ſets us, in the Pe- 
tice of thoſe Chriſtian Virtues, Humility, 
Meekneſs and Patience. From him we are to 
learn to deſpiſe the World and all its ſinful De. 
lights and Pleaſures. From him, and from hu 
divine Precepts we are to learn and practife 
Moderation and Temperance, Self-denial and 
Mortification. He tells us, we muſt love 
God above all Things, and our Neighbours as 
ourſelves, and that on theſe two Commands 
depends the whole Law and the Prophets. If 
we prattiſe theſe Leſſons, we ſhall prove our- 
_ elves to be his true Diſciples and a 

3 | | al) 
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and though he proves, as above explained, the 


„e uin of obſtinate Sinners, and wicked Chri- 
te Nlians, he will be to us a Saviour, Reſurrection, 
. Nend eternal Happineſs. 1 

in ASPIRATIONS. 

in n F 

5 © Jeſus, Saviour of the World! thou didſt 
ut 


mercilully come to ſave and redeem us. Thou 
de Wefireft that all ſhould partake of thy Mercy, 


elend that no one be loſt. It 1s owing to our 
aioon (elves, dear Lord, if we are not happy, 
ef, and we deſerve to be for ever miſerable if we 
1 zdule thy Goodneſs, and flight this Mercy, 


thou ſo graciouſly offereſt to us. My God! 
what can Sinners expect, but to find in thee a 

Fob ut and righteous Judge, who will take Ven- 
geance of their Impiety, in daring to maintain 
x the Kingdom of Sin, which thou cameſt to 
\  Woverthrow. Thou kindly offereſt to us eternal 
t id Happineſs, and that we may obtain it doſt 
propoſe to our Obſervance thy ſweet and eaſy 
Law, and yet, alas! miſerable as we are, we 
9 ieſule to obey thee. _ 3 To 
NO my dear and adorable Redeemer, let me 
Qif not be of the Number of thoſe ungrateſul 

"Wl Vretches, who refuſe thy Favours aed flight 


= thy Love. If thou wilt be the Ruin of ob. 
oe linate Sinners, thou art alſo ſet for the Reſur- 
14 reftion and Happineſs of the Juſt, and of thoſe 


de love thee. I deſire to love thee, and 
* "Wiake ſome prateſul Return for thy Love. 
Thou haſt been infinitely good to me, in 


giving 
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giving me this Deſire; perſect, dear Lord, 
what thou haſt begun, and grant that 1 may 
daily increafe in hy Love. © 
'O Jeſus, my divine and adoiittle Maſter 
the moſt perfect Pattern of all Perfection 
give me Grace to imitate" tlie; then ſhall] 
truly rejoice in thy holy Nativity, and find the 
the true Saviour of my Soul. Did I love thee, 
O Life of my Soul! Did I love: thee, dear 
Redeemer, as I. ought, how ſolicitous and care. 
ful ſhould I be to pleaſe thee and imitate thee! 
Children naturally imitate their Parents, and 
who ſo much my Parent as thou, O thou 
bountiful Author of my Life, and Giver of 
all that 1 have? Let me then copy aſter thee, 
and follow the admirable Example thou hal 
ſet me. Transform me, deareſt Jeſus, t 
tally into thee, that I may live, not 1, but FM 
an ine, and Jin thee. Sal. ii. 
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0 D Oe he was Cialis 4h old; they 
55 up into Jeruſalem according to the 
Caftom "the Feaſt. 43. And having Tul. 
filed the Days, when they, deturded, the 
Child 7e/as mide" in Jeruſalem; and his 
Parents knew it not. 44. And thinking that” 
he was in the Company, they came à Day's 
Journey, and ſought him among their Kins- | 
folks and Acquaintance. 45. And not finding 
him, they returned into Jeruſalem, ſeeking 
bim. 46. And it came to paſs, that after 
three Days they found him in tlie Temple, 
ſiting in the Midſt of the Doftors, hearing 
them, and aſking them Queſtions. 47. And 
all that heard him were aſtoniſhed at his Wifl 
dom and his Anſwers. 48. And ſeeing bim 
they wondered. And his Mother ſaid: Son, 
why haſt thou done ſo to us? Behold thy 
Father and J have ſon ht thee ſorrowing! 49. 
And he ſaid to them: How is it that yr ſought 
* me? Did you not know, that I mbſt be 
1 þ „ about 


ple; 


and eſteemed only as a Carpenter's Son. 
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about my Fathers Buſineſs. 50. And they 


underſtood not the word .that he ſpoke unto 
them, 54. And he. went down with them, 


and came to Nazareth: And was ſubjeQ tg 


them. And his Mother kept all theſe Words 
in ber Heart. 52. And Jeſus advanced in 


Men. 17 8 
The Goſpel of this Day gives vs an Ace- 


count of; our Bleſſed Saviour's being loſt by bis 


Parents, and being ound hy them 1n.tbe Tem. 
Of his goipg lrom thence with the. Bleſs, 


fed Wirgin and St. . Zo/eph, bis ſuppaſed Father, 


lde d of Nazareth, and of his Obedi- 


ence and Subjection to them. lu this Goſpel 


we have ample Subjects for our Admiration, 
and moſtl excellent Leſſons far our Iuſtruclion. 
We may conſider the early Devotion of 7e/us, 
Who at the Age of twelve Years went with 
His Parents to eee to the Feaſ} of the 
Paſche, jor, Haſſover, and, they returning, ſtaid 
behind among the Doctors of the Law, bear. 


- 


ing and aſking them Queſtiops. We may re- 


'fle&upon this Humility and Obedience ſubjetts 


ing himſelf to the Bleſſed Virgin and St. Jo. 


 feph, though fo very far inſeriour to him. His 
private and hidden Life juſtly claims our ſerious 
Attention, remaining , with; them till he was 


thirty. Years of Age, unregarded by others, 


— 
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It was a Law given by God to the Jews» 
that every one ſhoald go up to Feru/alem ac 
the ſolemn Feaſt of the Paſche, and the Bleſ- 
ſed Virgin and St. Zo/eph, in Obedience to his 
Law, went up every Year to the Capital of 

Judea. Our Bleſſed Lord, when he was 
twelve Years of Age, went up with them: 
he did not feek any Exemption on Account of 
his young and tender Age, or from the Lepgih 
of the Way. Being come to :7eru/alem they 

flaid till the Days of the Feſtival were finiſhet!, 

and then his Parents returned, but the Child 
Jeſus remained behind, and was found by 
them after three Days in the Temple, fitting 
among the Doctors, hearing and aſking them 
Queſtions. He was not ſatisfied with having 
petformed what the Precept of the La re- 
quired, but with great Devotion continued 
„nin the Temple to hear the Doctors expound 
N the Law, taking Occaſion from thence to aſk 
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them Queſtions, by which, and by his An- 
a ſwers all who heard him were aſtoniſhed ar his 
8 Wiſdom. When he was found by his ſorrow— 
d ful Parents, he hy no other Reafon for ſtay- 
nh ing behind bat that it behoved him to be em- 
4 ployed about his Father's Buſitiefs. All theſe 
s Circumſtances are recorded by the Evangelilt, 
, for our Inſtruction, aud from them we may 
b learn to deditate our early Years to the'Service 


of God; to begin in our Youth' to ferve him 
and to frequent the public Worlktip' of God 
in the Church, Parents ate here patiiculariy 
tavght lrom the Example of the Bleffed Vir- 


— — — 
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gin and St, 7o/ep4 to carry their Children with: 
them to the Houſe, of God, not out of Cu- 
ſlom, or ſor Faſhion Sake, but out of a Prin- 
ciple of Religion, and a Senſe of their Duty, 
From the Anſwer of Jeſus to the Bleſſed Vir. 
gin, we may. learn. that our great and chieſeſt 
e is to do what our heavenly Father re- 
quires of us, and-to ſeek his Glory in all we 
do. What he , requires of us, and what is. 
. truly and properly.the Buſineſs he will have us 
employed in, is to labour for. the Salvation of 
our Souls. This chiefly. demands our Care, 
and to which all other Affairs muſt give Place, 
as it is the one Thing. neceſlary. For this 
Reaſon our Bleſſed Lord bids us ſeek firſt the 
Kingdom of God, and the Juſtice or Righte. 
"ouſneſs of it. St. Matt. vi. From the Anſwer 


od. alt” wo ee. ds 4 ee ON ia os oe oe os 


1 of Jeſus Chriſt to his Virgin Mother, we may y 
learn what we are-to reply to the Devil, the f 
World and the Fleſh, when. they tempt or ſo. | 
licit us 10 Sin, Tf they aſk why we abandon : 
then, and will not hearken to them, let our 1 
_ Anſwer be: It behoves me to be employed 6 
about thoſe Things which, are my, Father's, ; 
that is, his Glory and my own Salvation, it is iſ * 
impoſũble to be attended to as it ought, or to 1 
be accompliſhed while we hearken. to the 0 

| Temptations of the Devil and the: Fleſh, and 6 
_ addict ourſelves to the ſinful and forbidden f 
| _ pleaſures of the World. e 0 


Let us here, likewiſe ſeriouſly reflect upon 
the Humility and Obedience of Jeſus, Chriſt, f 
and from his holy and admirable Example learn « 
how we are to pradtiſe theſe We 

ED 5 | The 
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The Humility and Obedience of jeſus Chriſt 


are admirably expreſſed by the Evangelift in 
theſe Words: Erat /ubditas iis: He wis ſub- 


Jeck tothem ; that Is, to the Blefled Virgin, 


and St. o/, his ſuppoſed Father. In con- 
ſidering the Obedience of Jeſus to his Parents, 
we may admire the great Perfection with which 


Mary and Joſeph commanded, and with which 


Jeſus obeyed. With what Relpect and Dele- 
rence did the Bleſſed Virgin command her Son, 
whom, at the ſame Time ſhe knew to be her 
ſupreme Lord! St. 7% b, as Chief of that 
holy Family, was reſpected by both, andthe 


holy Jeſus obeyed him as one who held the 
Place of God. He obeyed his Virgin Mother 


and St. 7o/eph in Silence, with refpett and 
with Joy. O admirable Obedience, the moſt 
pertect that ever was practiſed upon earth!“ Ir 
ſeems evident from ' Scripture, that in Conſe- 
quence of this Obedience, our Bleſſed Saviour 
did aſſiſt St; -Zo/ep?, and work with him at his 
Trade of a Carpenter, io relieve” his owh and 


his Parents Poverty, and to gain a Subliflence 


in a poor laborious Way. With what Senti- 
ments may we ſuppoſe the Bleſſed Virgin and 
her eſpouſed Huſband received the Service of 


ſuch a Son? How did they admire his humble 
and condeſcending Behaviour !*A Subject truly 


worthy of Adnnration, to behold this Man 
God ſubject to a Creature, the increated eter- 
nal Word obedicht to a Catpenter, and the 
fovereign Lord of the Univerſe ſubmitting 10 
the moſt mean and humble Offices, What 
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; we are to learn from hence is to be humble, 


a and to obey our Su eriours, and thoſe to whom 


by any Title or bligation we ware ſubjedl. 
Obedience is a Virtue moſt e the 


| Sight of God. Obedience is belter than Sacri. 
fi ice, and to hearken than the Fat of Rams, 1 


Sam. xv. Obedience i is a ſafe and ſure Way 
10 Heaven. It is the Guardian and careſul 


Nurſe of all other Virtues, productive of mol 


happ ppy and deſirable Fruits. The obedient 


Man ſhall ſpeak Victories. Prov. xxi. To 
this Virtne . holy and mellifluous St. Bernard 
thus exhorts us: Learn, O Man, to obey; 
Earth learn to be ſubject; learn, Duſt, to 
* ſubmit. Be aſhamed, proud aſhes; God 


„ bumbleth bimſelf, and do you exalt y our- 
* ſell? God ſubmits himſelf ta Men, and 


do you ſeek to domineer and prefer yourlelf- 
_ * before your Maker? If. being Man your- 
* ſelf, you ſcorn.to.. follow the Example of 
Man, ſurely. it will not be. beneath von 
« follow your. Creator. 
This Humility of Jeſus Chriſt pea fi 
ther conſpicuous and .unflructive, ſrom his hid: 
den and private Liſe, .remaining.. with his Pa- 

rents, unknown and unregarded by others, and 
eſteemed by. thoſe who ſaw. him to be no more 
than the Son of an ordinary Man, who was a 
poor Carpenter... Thus. obſcure and private - 
did our Blefſed Saviour paſs bis. Time till the 
thirtieth Year of his Age, when be was bap- 


tized by St. 70%n, and entered upon his divine 


Firſt Sunday after Epiphany. 1753 
this his hidden Life he teaches us to love a Life 
of Privacy, and willingly to ſubmit to an 
humble and laborious Station, if God has placed 
us in a Coudition that obliges us to work and 
labour for our Living. We may learn alſo that 

arue Sanctity does not altogether conſiſt in great 
and glorious Adiens, which may draw the - 
Eyes and Praiſes of others upon us, but by 
ſanctilying ourſelves in our Profeſſion,” in that 
State of Life wherein God has placed: us, with 
great and fincere Humility, and-by perſect Dil. - 
copagement from.this World:: Fhe Life of-a 
true Chriſtian-1s a. Liſe hrdden with Chreft in 
Cod. Coll. ni. If called forth«.into the 
Worlds aad when obliged by- the Rank and 
Station we- hold; to appear in Public, even 
then we- mufl retain'n Deſire of being known 
only to God, and te pleaſe bhim- only. His 
Glory and the Edification of our Neighbour - 
muſt be the Motive and the End of our Ace - 

- MW tiovs Ive are haſty and eager to appear in 
0 Public, ande to ſhew our Talents, that others 
may admire- and praiſe us, we give great Reze-- 
fon to ſuſpett that Pride and Vanity have too 
great an Aren over us, and that we are 
| Strangers tothe hidden Life of Chriſt, - u ho, 
> - MW though he daily grew in Wiſdom and Grace, 

asche. Evangeliſt expreſles it, yet did not leck 

. 


ta make hunſelf known till the proper Time 
came jor. him to declare Who he: was, and for 
ha End he came into the World: 
% we paint be nos 


x 
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i O Jeſus, my adorable Maſter !' teach met 
practiſe this excellent Virtue of Obedience, 
which thou didſt ſo nuch eſteem, and of which 
thou haſt ſet me ſo admirable an Example, 
Thou art my ſovereign Lord, and ſhall I pre. 
ſume to diſobey thee? No, dear Lord. Jel 
me what thou requieſt of me, and I will im. 
mediately comply. What thou demardelt of 
me, before all other Things, 1s, that I love 
Thee. This is the firſt Commandment thou 
giveſt me, the firſt Injunction thou layeſt upon 
me; it is a Commandment of Love, and can 
1 find any (Difficulty to obey this Command? 
No, deareſt, adorable Saviour, no. I will 
love thee, and becauſe I love thee,” I will for 
ever in all Things obey thee, ' 


O Saviour of Mankind, who with great 


Humility didſt remain ſo many Years in an 
humble Privacy and Retirement, unknown and 
unregarded, root out of my Heart all Pride 
and Ambition, all Dehre of Oſtentation, and 
olf the vain Eſteem and Applauſe of Men. 
My God! am always prefent with thee, and 
thou beholdeſt me wherever I am. This 
Mall ſuffice me, and if I gain thy Love, and 
am known to thee for ſuch as thou de ſireſt me 
10 be, I ſhall be infinitely. happier that all the 


| Praiſes of this World can make me. What is 


buman Applauſe or Efleem but a little Smoke, 
inconſlant and vain ? Shall I hazard the * 
an 


* 
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and Approbation of my Gad, to gain ſuch an 
empty Nothing? Ab no! May this Folly be 
or from e,, „ 
to I adore thee, O Jeſus, I adore thee in this- 
e. tby bumble Retirement. I adore thee in thy 
h boly Poverty. May I be content with a low 
„and mean Station, which may: cover me ſrom 
« MM the Eyes of this World, and render me like 
| MW to thee. Thou hideſt thyſef from the Wile 
n. WM 20d Prudent- of this World, and doſt reveal 
of MW thyſelf to the litile Ones, to the Poor in Spi- 
em and bumble of Heart. Communicate thy- 
ſelf to me, dear Lord; diſcover to me the 
n Treaſures of thy hidden Life, that I may de- 
n fire nothing but thee, ſeek nothing but thee, - 
and place all my Happineſs in thee- 


ll oo 
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Second Sunday after Epiphany: 


The G08 PEL. St Jonn ii. 1: 


AND the third Day there was a Marriage 
A in Cana of Galilee: And the Mother of 

Jeſus was there. 2. And Jeſus was alſo in- 
vited, and his Diſciples to the Marriage. g. 
And the Wine failing, the Mother of Jeſus 
laith to him: They Have no Wine. 4. And 
5 l Jelus 
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thoſe corporal Refreſhments which may be 
compared to Water, making them Means of 


She ſaid no more, as knowing it was enough 


Reply he ſeemed not to mind what ſhe ſaid, 
nevertheleſs he . her Petition, and by a 
ſtructions relative to true Charity to our Neigh. 


ought to have in God. With what Goodneſs 
and Concern did the Bleſſed Virgin obſerve the 


| 
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among Chriſtians thus managed, Jeſus would 
honour them withhis Preſence, and even tum 
Water into Wine, ſanctiſying by bis Grace 


advancing in Spirit, whereby our Souls maybe 
filled Wich the good Wine of ſpiritual Conſo. WM. 
lations: s 1 5 "i 
In our Reſtections on this Goſpel we may 
further obſerve, that the Bleſſed Virgin per. 
ceiving the Gueſts wanted Wine, ſpoke to 
her divine Son, ſaying: They have no Wine, 


to have-repreſented the Want they were in, 


Jeſus replied; 'Woman, what haſt thou to dy 
with me? My Hour is not yet come.. In which 


Miracle ſupplied what was wanting. From this 
-Circumſtance we may draw ſome uſeful In. 
-bour, and with 'Regard to the Confidence we 


Want of Wine, and timely to prevent any tim 
Confuſion to the Bridegroom, addreſſes herſelf lon 


| to Jeſus Chriſt in their Behalf? True Che- pli 


Tity to-our Neighbour will make us, on Occa. Juts 
ſions, prevent his Wants, and ſpare a neceſh- dar 
tous Obje&t the Trouble and Difficulty of aſk- I lis 


ing. Such generous Atts of Benevolence are wil 
highly pleaſing to God, and will greatly add to De 
the Merit of our Charities and relieving-our WM 

| Neigtibour. 
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They are Marks of a truly noble as well as of a 
Wl Chriſtian Spirit, and certain and indubitable 
WW Proofs of our loving our Neighbour as our- 
WH ſelves. From the Anſwer of Jeſus Chriſt to 
his Virgin Mother, and his afterwards chang- · 
ing Water into Wine, we may learn this ne- 
. WM ceſfary and uſeful Leſſon: That although God 
MW fometimes . ſeems not to heat our Petitions, 
or to regard our Prayers; yet it is not becauſe 


4 he is either unwilling or unable to grant our 
o Requeſts, but that he may exerciſe our Faith 
„aud our Patience, and to teach us to reſign 
» WM ourſelves up to him, and to wait with humble 
„ Submiſſion till he beſtows his Favours upon us. 
„He deſires that in all our Wants and Neceſſi- 
Les we ſhould have Recourſe to him by Prayer, 


and has promiſed to hear our Prayers, ſaying: 
Aſk and 14 ſhall be given to you, St. Luke ix. 
It is true, he does not, ſometimes, grant our 
1. MW Deſires, nor beſtow upon us what we aſk, be- 
n. auſe in his infinite Wiſdom he judges it better 
e azad more convenient for us, that we ſhoyld: 
&« Wl want what we ſeek after, foreſeeing the Poſ. 
ze ſeſſion of it would be prejudicial to us. Some. 
iy Wl times he grants our Petitions, but after having 
if: long waited, and begged with reiterated Sup- 
1. Wl plications, and herein maintains his own abſo- 
a. lute Sovereignty, lets us ſeę our entire Depeu- 
n. dance upon him, and tries our Fidelity, but in 
K. bis good Time, and which is always the beſt, 
re WM vill reward our Perſeverance, by granting our. 
to WM Pefires in a more ample Manner. 
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Out Blefſed Lord having changed the Water 


into Wine, bil the Servants carry it to the 


to the Bridegroom: Eoery Man ar it ſets 


forth gobd Wine; and when they have drank 


zell, then” that which ts worſe, but thou haſt 


ſept the gao Wine until now. Here we have 


an excellent andiinfiruttive Repreſentation of 
the different Conduct of God and the World 
in our Regard. The World, at firſt, gives 


us ſeemingly good Wine, and when we have | 


drank well of it, then that which js truly bad, 
tites with the falſe Pleaſures and Delights it 
affords.” It offers to us Honour, Riches ard 


Pleaſuie, with which the Minds of too many 


are fo far intoxicated.'as to forget and negledt 


| ths better and more ſubſtantial good Things of 


Heaven. Here, alas! the World cheats us 


by thus firſt preſenting us with this ſeeming 

od Wine, and in the End, when we come 
to die, there remains nothing but the truly bit- 
ter Wine of Remorſe, Horror and everlaſling 


Miſery. At the Hour of his Death the Sin- 
ner will find his ſad Miſtake, and too late re- 
pent his Folly. He will then find that he has 
drank his good Wine, and that nothing remains 
but the bitter Draught of Eternity. On the 

contrary, God keeps the good Wine to the 


laſt: And if in the Beginning he feems to 
give his Seryants and Followers bad Wine, in 


permitiing them here to be exerciſed with 


Croſſes, Troubles and Alfflictions, yet, by the 
: : Aſſiſtance 


here flatters our Senſes, and depraved Appe- 
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Afiſtance of his Grace, all thoſe Troubles aud 
Croſſes will be ealy and pleaſant: The Bitter 


will be turned into Sweet, and all thoſe ſeem- 


ing Hardſhips be terminated in a moſt happy 
Concluſion. Thea will be verified what our 
Bleſſed Lord by this Day's Miracle ſigniſied, 


| the Watets, even che bitter Waters of all the 
| Croſſes and Afflictions of this World, all Mor- 
tification and Self-denial' will be changed into 


the good and delicious Wine of heavenly 
Comforts and eternal Happineſs. This is the 
Difference between the World and God. 
Which of the two, Chriſtians, is the beſt Ma- 
fer? Which of the two is moſt eligible to be 
ſerved? Will you ſerve the World, which, 


here indeed, and at preſent, gives us ſome 


ſeeming gaod Things, and at the End plunges 
us into eternal Milery ? Or, will you ſerve 


God, who, if he gives us, at firſt, that Wine 
which is bitter and drfagreeable to corrupt Na- 


ture, will at laſt fill us with the truly good 
Wine of ineffable Joy, and eternal Bliſs? O 
happy Change! Let us then make a wiſe 
Choice, Let us reject and deſpiſe this World 
and all its ſinſul Allurements. Let us ſerve 
God, and adhere wholly and alone io him. 


ASPIRATIONS. | 
O Jeſus, the true Bliſs of my Soul! the 


Joy and Happineſs of all the Bleſſed * Hen. 5 


ven! How infinvely good art thou! O how 
adorable are thy Counſels, O Lord! Tlow 
1 TEE Q 3 = ftrangcly 
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ſtrangely endearing are the Ways of thy Love! 

How fweetly doſt thou draw us to thyſelf, by 
the generous Proflers which thou makeſt to us! 
'Fnou biddeſt us not ſet. our Hearts upon the 
World, in ſeeking after its falle Pleaſures and 
vain Delights, and telleſt us of thoſe infinitely 
more ſubſtantial and de ſerving Goods of the 

other World. Fhou layeſt open to us the 

Deceitſulneſs of alt earthly Things, that we 
may rot bedeceived by their falſe Appearance, 
and doft gracioufly invite us to the higher En. 
joyments of thy glorious Preſence. 

My God! Shall I be ſo fooliſh as to hazard 
the Loſs of thee, and the inconceivable Happi. 
nels of pofſeſſing thee, for the vain Amule. 
ments of this World ?: Ah, no. I will never 

be ſoſoohſh as to put apy Thing here in Com. 
petition with thee, much leſs prefer any Thing 

beſore thee.  O Jeſus: there can be no true 
Heppineſs but in loving and: ſerving thee, 
This World can give nothing but empty Shows 
and deteitſu] Appearances, by which it ſeeks 
ard endeavours my Ruin. But thou, my 
God! in all that thou doeſt, deſigneſt for me 
vo leſs than eternal Good. It is for this that 

thon here ſendeſt me Croſles and Afflictions, 

which thy Grace makes ealy, and thy Bounty 
will recompence. Yes, my God, thou wilt 
change all the Bitterneſs of this Life into eter- 
nal Sweets, and aſter my ſhert Labour give 
= mie eternal Reſt. I will then deſpiſe and con- 
| tem this World, and all my Endeavours {hall 
be to ſerve thee. By ſerving thee I ſhall be hap- 
py even here, and infinitely more ſo hereaſter, 


Third 
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The GOSPEL, St. Marr. viii. 1. 


ND when he was come down from the 

\ Naountain, great Multitudes followed him. 
2. And behold a Leper came and edored him, 
ſaying: Lord, if thou will, thou canſt ks 
me elean. 3. And Jeſus firetclung forth his 
Hand, touched him, laying: I Will. Be thou 
made clean. And forthwith his Leproly Was 
cleanſed. 4. And Jeſus” ſaith to him: See 
thou tell no Man; but go, ſhow thyſelf to the 
Prieſt, and offer the Giſt which Moyes. com- 


manded for a Teſtimony unto them.» 5. And 


when he had entered into_Capharnaum,. there 
came to him a Centurion, beleeching him. 6. 


Aud ſaying: Lord, my Servant lieth at Home 
ick ol the Pally, r 18 e tormented; 
7. And Jeſus tab to him: I will come and 
heal him. 8. And:the Centurion making An- 


ſwer, ſaid: Lord, I am not-worthy-that thou 
ſhouldit enter under my Roof: but only ſay 
the Word, and my Servant ſhall. be healed. 
9. For 1 alſo am à Man ſubject to Authority, 


having. under me Soldiers; and I ſay to this, 
Go, 


295 
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Oo, and he goeth; and to another, Come, 
and he cometh; and to my Servant; Do this, 
and he doth it. 16. And Jeſus hearing this 
marvelled, and ſaid to them that followed him: 


Amen, I fay to you, I have not found ſo great 


Faith in 1/rael. 11. And I fay to you that many 
ſhall come [rom. the Eaſt and the Wefl, and 


ſhall fit down with Abraham and Tjaac, and 


Jacob in the Kingdom of Heaven. 12. But 
the Children of the Kingdom fhall be caſt out 
ino the exterior Daikreſs: There ſhell be 
weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth. 1g. And Je- 
Tus laid to the Centurion: Go, and as thou 
| haſt believed, ſo be it done to thee. And the 
Seivant was healed at the ſame Hour. 


\:, 4REFLECTLONS. 


The Miracles of Jeſus Chriſt are no leſs im. 
fructive than wenderſul; and if in them we 


admire: the Powerand-Goodneſs of our Bleſſed. 


Lord, we may from them find likewiſe excel. 
lent Inſtrudtions. Erom the wonderful Cure 
of the Lepen and the Centurion's Servant, as 
related in the Goſpeb ol this Sunday, and ſrom 
the Manner in which they addreſſed themſelves. 
to Jeſus Chriſt for Relief, we are taught how 
we are: to have Recourle to God in Order to 
be cured of the: ſad Leproſy or Palſy cauſed by 
Sin, and with which our Souls may be inſected. 


They approached our Bleſſed Saviour with great 


Humiliths and a hvely Faith. How great their 
Hum ili) Nas appears ſrom what the ſacred 
* Penman 
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Penman relates. Our Bleſſed. Lord coming 
from a Mountain on which he had made an 
dmirable and divine Sermon-to his Diſciples, 

a Leper came to him, who, belore he ſignified 
his Deſire, with great Reverence and Reſpett, 
adored him, and then without long Diſcyurſes 

to move cur Saviour to Pity, humbly. preſents 
hiinſelf and his fad Caſe 1n-a-thort but: moving 
Manner: Lord, if then wilt, thow canſi make 
ie clean; and in his humble Repreſentation of 
his Miſery he did enough. The holy. Jefug. 
was moved with Cempathion,. and cured him 
inſtanily by ſaying: J well, be thou-made clean, 
The ſame Humility. appears in the Conduct of 
the Centurion. He begged of our Lord to 
Leal his lick Servant, aud Jeſus ſaid: 7 will 
come and-heal him. This the Roman Officer: 
thought too great an Honour, and humbly re. 


 Wplicd: Lord, { am not. worthy. thou. ſhould)} en- 

er under the Roof of my. Houſe, He declined: 

Mic Honour Telus Chriſt offered; and deſired 

chat ho would. ſpeak. the Word only, perſuad. 

: ng himſelf that it-was ſufficient to heal his Ser- 

rant. Theſe particular. Circumſtances ate not | 

| Wrecorded.in the ſacred Scripture by, Chance or: | 

„ WW Hazard, nor. are they without Myftery and | 
Signification.. From them we may learn with. 
„hat Reverence and Humility. we ought to ap- Fi 
7 WMproach Jeſus the Phyſician of our Souls, We. W | 
- Mult fall down and adore him, and -acknow. | 
t* MWiedging our Unworthineſs, manifeſt to him 0 
che ſad State of our Souls when inſected with- | 
de Leproy, or troubled with the Palſy of 4 

„ 5 
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Sin. Humility will render us, and our Pei. 
lions acceptable to him, and is a ſure Mean, 
of Relief. The Prayer of the Humble ſhui 
pierce the Clouds, Ecel. xv. | 

It the Humility of the Leper and Centurion 
was great, their Faith was likewiſe ſtrong and 
lively, and equally inſtructive. They firmly 
believed that Cbriſt was both willing and able 
to grant what they deſired. Lord, if thou 
 zralt, thou canſt make me clean. This was 1 
noble Conſeſhon of the Power of Chriſt, and 
a Declaration of a flrong and lively Faith 
Command with a Word only and my Servant ſhul 
be heated, {aid the Centurion to our Bleſſed 
Saviour, He doubted not but the fingle Word 
of Chriſt was ſufficient to cure the ſick Man, 


and argued very jultly from his being himſelfa 


Man of fo much Authority as to bid his Ser. 
vant do a Thing,. and it was done, that out 
Blefled Lord's lar greater Power could order 


5 what he pleaſed, and cure the Palfy without 


coming to ſee the fick Servant. W hat an admi. 
rahle and lively Faith is here! Jeſus'Chrilt was 


| pleaſed to ſhew a Wonder at it, and to expreſs 


that Wonder by telling his Diſciples that he 


Had not found fo great a Faith even in a0, 
among. thoſe. who proſeſſed a Knowledge of the 


true God, aud to. obſerve his Law, 28 in this 
Roman Officer, who was a Heathen and with. 


ent that Ruowledge. What we are to leam 
from this Conduct of the Eeper and Centurion 


ie, to have a lively Faith in God, and to be- 


heve firmly that he is both able and willing to. 
. e | grant 
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grant our Requeſts, and to relieve our Neceſ- 
ties when we addreſs ourſelves to him for 
Help, and Succour. The Apoſtle St. Paul 
tells us, that he who. draws nigh to God, 
muſt believe that he is: And that he is a Ree 
warder of all that ſeek him. Heb. xi. For 
without Fatth it is rmpoſſible to pleaſe: God. Ibid. 


We cannot put a greater Affront upon the di- 


vine Goodneſs than to doubt of, or to queſtion 
whether God is willing to forgive us eur Sins. 
Sin is the Leproſy and Palſy of the Soul, but 
how great ſoever it be, God will cure us, if 
with Humility and Faith we have Recouiſe to 
him. It is a common Artrfice of the Devil to 
induce us into a Habit of Sin, and then to per- 
ſuade us to deſpair by telling us that there is 
no Mercy for us. But as he is the Father of 
Lies, we muſt not hearken to him. If we 


have unſortunately fallen into Sin, let us not 


deſpond; for though our Sins are never ſo 


many, if, with the H umility and Faith of the 


Leper and Centurion, we addreſs ourſelves to 
Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhall find in his Mercy a ſue 
Remedy, and he will ſtretch oat his Hand and 
ſay to us, I will, be thou made clean. But 
then we muſt be careful to make a right Uſe 
of lis Mercy, and not abuſe his Goodneſs by 
wilful Relapſes into Stn, and fling, thereby, 
our Souls into the ſame Diſorders, or worſe 
than thoſe from which we have been freed. 
If the Goodneſs of God ought to excite 
us to a great Confidence in him, ſo his Power 
and the Conſideration of it ought. to make us 

fear 
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fear to olfend him; for he is no leſs powerfyl 
and ſevere in his Juſtice to. puniſh ungrateſul 
and wu relapling. Sinners, than he is in bis 
Mercy to ſorgive the Humble and Penitent, 
E his darling Auribute, and which he 
delights to ſhew.to the Sons of Men, but if 
this Mercy is abuſed, he will equally ſhey 
forth his Juitice in puniſhing thoſe who make 
an ill Uſe of his Goodneſs... Hence our Bleſſed 
Lord. when be had oured the dick Man at the 
Pool of BethJarda, who bad been thirty Yea 
illof a Diſtemper, finding him afterwards i 
_ the Temple ſaid to him: Behold thou art mad, 
whole, ſet no more, le a worſe. Rene 1 
to e St. e vun 


ASPIRATIONS. 


O Jefas! how great i thy Bower. and boi 
irreſiſtable thy Will! Thou dd but touch the 
poor Man, chou didſt but ſay: I will, be thu 
clean, and immediately be was cured, and bil my 
Leproſy leſt him. O ſprak thoſe powell the 

Words tO my poor Soul Touch me with thu 
the Finger. of thy Mercy, and 1 ſhall be free G 
-from che ſad Leproſy 1 have been fo long M. 
flicted with. : ma 

O Saviour of the World 1 Hare Mercy on 
me. My Soul is lick of the Pally of Sin, it 
is ſorely troubled. To thee, O thou true and 
only Phyſician of Souls, 1 have Recourke. 
Vouchſafe, dear Lord; to come and heal it 
b b ſay but the Word __ and I ted 

calc 
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healed. I firmly believe there are no Sins ſo 
great, but thou canſt forgive them. No 
Crimes ſo enormous but thou art ready to par- 


nt Non them upon our Repentance, and when we 
he Mcome to thee. es 

ill come to thee, ſweet Jeſus! I humbly im- 
ey Wplore thy Mercy, and am truly ſorry that I 


have ſinned and offended. thee. Receive me 
favourably, as thou didſt the Centurion. Say 
the to me, as thou didſt to him; Be it done unto 
m chee as thou haſt believed. I am not worthy 
in bat thou ſhouldſt enter under my Roof. 'No, 
a dear Lord, it will be enough if thou ſpeak, 
ben ay the Word, and I ſhall be perfeQly healed. 
Thou comeſt, dear Jeſus, into this World 40 
heal the fick, and to feek and ſave thoſe Souls 
who are loſt. Save me, O Lord, for lam 
one of thoſe Sick who ſtand in need of thee. 
1 the heavenly Phyſician who doſt pour Oil and 
the Wine into our Wounds, Thou doſt heal us 
ou by the Merits of thy precious Blood. O bathe 
i my Soul in thoſe Life-giving Streams, and 
olg then I ſhall recover and live again; and when 
thus reſtored, may I never more abuſe. thy 
cell Goodneſs, and willfully fall again into Sin, 
4 May my Soul henceforth live in thee, and re- 
main inſeparably united to thee by Love. 


* „ eee 3 gn. 


up he commanded the Winds, and the Sea, 100 

and there came a great Calm. 27. But the 
Men wondered, ſaying: What Manner of - 
1 ar this, for the Winds and the Sea obey 2 
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AND. when he entered into the Boat, hi my 
£3 Diſciples followed him. 24. And beho “ 
a great Tempeſt aroſe in the Sea, fo that the I g. 
Boat was covered with Waves, but he was 
afleep. 25. And they came to him, and 5 


awaked him, ſaying: Lord, ſave us, we pe- 
riſh. 26. And Jeſus ſaith to them: Why are 
you fearful, O ye of litile Faith? Then riſing 


REFLECTIONS. by 


The Goſpel of this Sunday gives us two ve- N ru 
ry uſeful and inſtructive Leſſons. By one we 


are inſtrufied in the many Dangers to which Nut 


we 


* * 
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we are daily expoſed in the World. In the 
other we learn the great Goodneſs and Provi- 
dence of God watching over kis Servants to 
deliver them. TWO Points which the Church 
propoſes to our preſent ſerious Attention, and 
are repreſented by what the Evangeliſt relates 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, who was afleep 
in a little Ship while the Wind and Waves 
beat againſt it, and filled the frightened Apo- 
files with Fear and Apprehenſions of being 
loft, who awakening their divine Maſter, with 
a Word he commanded the Winds and the 
Sea, and there inſtantly enſued a great Calm, 
end the Diſciples were freed from their Fears 
bY and: Dame sf 15 
8 This World is jaſtly compared to a Sea, a 
1 Sea ſtormy and tempeſtuous. While we are 
10 in it, like the Apoſtles in the ſingle Ship, we 
ere toſſed about with the Winds and Waves of 
De a thouſand Dangers and Perils which al moſt 


are MM * 
ino overwhelm us, and threaten us every Moment 
0 e with a Shipwreck, and from which we are not 

; 


Fe able, of ourſelves, to fave ourſelves, fo weak 
Ne are and unable to reſiſt thoſe Enemies ho 
be ſeek our Ruin. That the World is a tem- 
be) I peſluous Sea, full of Dangers, full of Whicl. 
pools, Rocks and Quickſands, is well known 
by ſad Experience, and from the Loſs of thou- 
lands who unbappily periſh. The high and 
tempeſtuous Winds of Pride and Ambition, 
Fury and Chioler, Malice, Hatred and Re- 
venge daily beat againfl the Veſſel, and over- 
urn Numbers who are drowned and periſh 
ve R thereby. 
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thereby. How many others ſpht againſt choſe 
fatal Rocks of Avarice, and an inordinate De. 
fire and Love of Riches? Others, alas! too 
many are ſwallowed up in the Quickſands of 
unlawful Pleaſures. The Devil, our mortal 
and inveterate Enemy, blows and ſtirs up theſe 
furious Winds, and endeavours by them to 
overſet the Veſſel, that he may pleaſe himſell 
in our Deſtruttion. To thefe may be added, 
the many temporal Calamities;to which we are 
daily expoſed. Accidents of Fire and Water, 
a thouſand: various and painful Diſtempers, Po- 
verty and Want, Oppreſſion and Injuries, with 
an innumerable Train of Evils flowing ſrom 
them. All which evidently ſhew, what a Tough 
and boiflerous Sea we have to ſail through be- 
fore we can land at the Haven of Security and 
Reſt. This Sea we muſt all pafs over, and are 
actually on our Paſſage, and what have we to 
ſecure this Paſſage ? What to deliver us from 
all theſe Dangers? Alas] of ourſe] ves we are 
poor, | miſerable, weak Creatures, unable to 
hold out againſt all theſe Storms and Tempeſts. 
Blind as we are in our Underſtanding ; de. 
| praved, obflinate and perverſe in our Will; 
| corrupted in our Judgment; decayed in our 
Memory, and ſeeble in all our Faculties, 
Theſe ſad Defetts do not a little contribute to 
our Danger. They are thoſe Weakneſſes by 
which the Devil too often gains. an advantage, 
and puts us in imminent Danger of being loll, 
Our Danger then being ſo great, and our ovn 
Weakneſs ſuch as renders us unable to ſecure, 
or 
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or to deliver ourfelves, what have we to dof 
What Meaus to make Uſe of but to do as the 
frightened Apofiles did? They had Recourſe 
| 40their divine Maſter, and cried out: Lord, 
ſave' us, we periſh, Like them we muſt call 
upon God, put our Truſt in him, and rely upon 
his Goodneſs and Power, for he only can, and 
helikewiſe will help us. As nothing does or 
can happen to us without his Permiſſion, ſo 
we need not ſear any Thing while we are un- 
der his holy Protection, and have his providen- 
tial Eye always watchingover us. = 

' A tignal Proof of this we have in the Apo- 
files. Their Danger ſeemed very great, and 
their periſhing inevitable; but Jeſus was 
in the Ship. He was aſleep, but not un- 
mindful of them. He who made the Winds 
and the Waves, He who pave them all that 
Power, which makes them ſo terrible, governs 
them as he pleaſes, and his ſingle Word is ſuf- 
ficient to lay the greateſt Storm, as at his 
Command the Tempeſt ceaſed, a great Cali 
enſued, and the Ship with the Apoittles came 
Tife to Shore. This good Providence of God 
watches over every one, and we are every one 
indebted to it ſor our daily Preſervation. If 
he permits Storms to ariſe, and his Servants 
are expoſed to great Dangers, he will never 
ſorfake them. If lie ſeeins to ſleep and to 
have abandoned them, it is only for a litile 
Time, and to let them ſee their own Weak- 
nels, and Inability to help themſelves, and to 
know their entire Dependence upon him. As 
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God knows what i is beſt ſor us, and acontinueg 
State of Proſperity, Peace and Tranquillity, 
however agreeable to corrupt Nature, is tt 
for our ſpiritual Advantage, therefore we are 
oftentimes blown about by the rough Winds of 
Adverſiiy. and toffed up and down by the 
Waves of Temptations, Croſſes and Afflictions, 
that ſo our Virtue may be exerciſed and 
: proved, and ſo many Occaſions given us of 
 {hewing our Faith, our Patience, Fortitude and 
Reſignation. In a Time of Tranquillity and 
Quiet the Chriſtian may make fine Purpoſes, 
and in his Meditations may make good Adis 
of Reſignation; but more is required than 
barely to make theſe Acts, they mult be re- 
duced io Practice. For this Reaſon God ſuf. 
fers us to be tried and exerciſed with various 
Troubles and Contradictions, but is always pre- 
ſent to aſliſt, and in his own good Time 10 de- 
liver us. A due Confideration of this Good- 
neſs and Power of God, always willing and 
able to ſuccour us, will fin us with Courage 
and Reſolution, and make us content under 
all the Diſpenſations of his Providence. We 
can have no Reaſon: to ſear or apprehend any 
Thing while he is, and always will. be with us, 
unlels we drive bim away by Sin, and. oblige 
him, as it were, to leave us to ourſelves. But 
in this Caſe it will be our ;own Fault, if we are 
loft, and to us may thenbe applied thoſe Words 
of the Prophet: {hy Perditon 15 of thy/clf, 0 
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ASPIRATIONS. 


e my dial geen my Sov: ereign Lord 
1 Maſter, how wonderful art thou: in the 
Difpenſations of ty. Love! How great Rea- 
ſon have I to rely upon thee, and to be per- 
fectly teligned to thy holy Will in all Things : ? 
Ah my God! thou art thet wiſe Diſpoſer of 
all Things, who ordereft al Things for the 
beſt. Thou art no. Jeſs. to be admired ane 


loved when thou ſendefl us Troubles and Ad- 


verſities, than when thou beſtoweſt upon us 
Peace and Proſperity. Bleſſed for ever be thy 
Name, O Jeſus, the only Comfort of my 
Soul, lor every Thing that happens to me, 
Noth! ing. dear Lord, can befall we but by thy 
Permiſſion, and in the ſevereſt Trials I fee 


Prooſs of thy Love. Whatever then thou 


ſendeſt-ſhall be welcome i me, and in all 
Dangers and Dificulites I will rely upon thec, 
and have Recourle to thee alone. 

Why art thou fad, O my Soul? and wh 
art thou diſquieted at Dangers or Difficuldes? 
O thou.of Jutle Faith! Is not Jeſus with thee 
to deliver thee? Nes, O my divine Maſter, 
thcu:art always acts. me, and though, for a 
'Vime;. thou permitieſt me to be vied, thou 
wilt not abandon me, nor {ufler,me io ꝓeriſh. 
Though thou ſeemeſt io ſleep, thy Providence 
is always watchſul over we to preſerve me. 
In all the Trials aud Troubles that I meet 
e 3 me greater Good. May 
R 3 J lrom 
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1 from them learn my own Weakneſs, and 19 
be humble. May 1 learn my entire Depen. 
dence on thee, and confeſs thy Power and thy 
Goodneſs, that Goodneſs which is never want. 
ing to thoſe who put all their Truſt ir thee, 
an never abandons thoſe who love and. ſerve 
WEE. #44 oo rat Th 


Fifih. Sunday after Epiphany. 


The GOSPEL, St. Marr: xiii. 23. 


11 ſaying: The Kingdom of Heaven is 


likened to a Man that ſowed good Seed in his- 


Field, 25. But while Men were afleep, his 
Enemy came and overſowed Cockle among the 
Wheat, and went his Way. 26. And when 
the Blade was ſprung up, and had brought 


forth Fruit, then appeared alſo the Cockle. 
27. And the Servants of the Houſeholder com- 


ing. faid to him: Sir, didſt thou not fow good 
Seed. in. thy Field? 5 Whence chen hath n 


* 


& NOTHER: Parable he propoſed. to them, 
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Cockle? 2g. And he ſaid to them: An Ene- 
my hath done this. And the Servants ſaid to 
him: Wilt thou that we go and gather it up ? 
20. And heiſad: No, leſt perhaps gathering 
up the Cockle, you root up the Wheat alſo 
together with it. 30. Suffer both to grow vn- 
til the Harveſt, and in the Time of the Har- 
veſt I will ſay to the Reapers: Gather up the 
Cockle, and bind it into Bundles te burn, but 
the Wheat gather ye into my Barn. 


REFLECTIONS, 


Admirable and inſtructive Parable ! How. 
does it ſet the Goodneſs of God in a clear 
Light, and what he has gracioutty done to. 
make us eternally happy! Chriſt, the Maſter . 
of the Field, Whieb ſignikes the Church, ſows... 
nothing iu i but good Seed. He has given us 
a perlet and holy Law ſull- of moſt excellent 
Precepts and Commands, the Obſervance of 
which will procure for us everlaſting Happineſs. .. 
1; This good Seed he ſowed by his Apoſtles and 
s If their Succeſſors, to whom he committed the 
is: WW Diſpenſanon of .his holy Word, fending- them 
is io pieach his holy Goſpel in all Nations, and 
e ioplant the Catholic Faith in all Parts of the 
n World. The Apoſtles did this with very great . 
at WW Snoceſs, and by the-Labours of them and their 
e. N zealous Succeſſours, this good Seed grew up 
and multiphed 2bundantly. But while Men 
llept, when Zeal aud Fervour began to cool, 
the Enemy found. an Opportunity to ſow . 


* 


208 HTafth Sunday after Epiphany. 
Cockle or Tares upon the Wheat, which zp. 
peared in the broaching of Hereſies,' Exroy 
and new Doctrines, oppolite to thoſe which 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught. As thele Tae 
or Cockle in the Goſpel{ignify Error in Doe. 
trine and movel Opinions, ſo they alfp repre. 
ſetit pratlical Errors, that lis Vice and Immo. 
rality, which the Devil, the Enemy of our 
Souls, ſows in the Hearts of the Wicked, tha 
the good Seed of Pieiy and the, Fear of God 
may be choaked, and rendered fruitleſs. Here. 
in he has been but too ſucceſsful, Which mu 
be attributed to Mens Careleſsneſs to preſene 
_ 4he good Seed they onceneceived. i{ hey (al 
alleep, that is, they-become negligent; and ſo 
give the Enemy an Opportunity to .compals 
his Deſign. Nothing is more dangerous, in a 
Cbriſlian Life, than this Carelefſacls and Ne. 
gligence; it is like deſtroying ale Fortifica 
tions, and beating flowmthe Walls ofia, Town, 
whereby itzis left an eaſy open Prey to an Ene. 
my, who ſoon takes Poſlefſipn-of it. 
boss ſpringing up ol lares among the Wheat 
is a Grief to the Juſt, Who, out of ;Zeal, would 
Mave the Wicked . rooted out; but God, who 
_ orders: all Things fqribbe-beſt, | does not peimi 
it. An indiſereet warm Zeall:oſtestimes cau- 
Jes; a gteat deal of, Harm. Had the Farmer 
given,Leave.to his;Servants 0 have phucked 
out;the. 1 ares, they might have:pJucked up the 
Wheat wich them. We muſt imitate ove Di 
vine Mailer. He permits the ares grow 
up wich he Wheat, though he. deſigns * 
3 3 "a 
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for the Fire. God ſuffers wicked Men to live 
with the Juſt for the Good both of one and 
the other; that the Juſt may be tried and ex- 
exciſed in Virtue, 'and that the Wicked may 
have Time to be, if they will, converted, and 
ſo, of Cockle or Fares, become good Wheat. 
Here we may juflly admire the Gondvela and 
Mercy of God, in thus patiently bearing with 
Sinners. He permits them to live that they 
may have Time to repent and amend: To this 
he invites them with all endearing Love and 
Kindneſs z he encourages them by the Example 
of the Good and Virtuous, that they may be 
moved, and be converted [rom their evil Ways. 
The not making a right Uſe of this bis Good- 
neſs and Long-ſuffering will be no ſmall Ag- 
gravation of their Guilt, and draw upon Sin- 
ners a more ſevere Puniſhment, Though God, 
at preſent, ſuſpends his Juſlice, that we may 
pertake of his Mercy, yet, if we do not em- 
brace it now while we have Time, but go on 
wilfully in Sin, he will glorify himſelf in bis 
Juſtice, and the ſignal Vengeance he will take 
"pon us. This Conſideration, Chriflians, 
ought to move us to a ſpeedy Repentance and 
not to delay or put off our Converſion. Tho” 
we are Tares, we may become good Wheat, 
and of Sinners true Servants of God; for this 
he offers us the Aſſiſtance of his Grace, pro- 
miſes to pardon our Sins, and to receive us 
into his Favour, How inexcuſable then muſt. 
all Sinners be who, abuſing this Goodneſs, cou- 
tinue obſtinate in Sin. TS 

| But 
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But if the Wicked are here permitted 0 
hve among the Virtuous and Good, that hy 
their Example they may become good; God 
alſo permits it for the Beneft of the Righteou, 
and forthe greater 'Banfiſication of his faith. 
ful Servants; To exerciſe them in the Way of 
Virtue, and to advance in Perfection, One gf 
the ſevereſt Trials good Men meet awith here; 
from thoſe: who laugh at and deſpiſe Virtue, 
It is a daily Affliction to a devout Chriſtian 10 


behold \ God difhonoured, his ſacred Name | 


abuſed, and his holy Laws trampled under Foot 
by impious Libertwes,' His Zeal may make 
him pray for removing the Scandal, but he 


mult therein ſubmit to the Will of God, WhO 


thus permits the Tares and the Wheatto grow 
_ together til the general Harveſt, When that 
Time thall come, that is, at the Day of Fudg. 
ment the will reward every one according to 
his Deſeris. Then the Providence, the Good. 
neſs and Wiidom of God in all his Diſpeaſa 
tions will appear in a clear and cenvincin 
Light, with Regard both to the Wicked and 
the juſt. To conhder the different Ends of 
the Sinner and the good Chriſtian will Jet us 
fee how divine Mercy and Juſtice, far from 
interfering with, or being contrary to each 
other, are quite compatible, and pertebtly con. 
fſtent one with the other. At 'Harveſt'Time 
the good (Corn 1s reaped, and laid up in the 
Barn, At the laſt Day the Juſt ſhall be called 
to the heavenly Kingdom, and fhall fhine in 
Glory like the Sun in the Firmament. What 
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a comfortable Conſideration this to all good 
Chriſtians? How may # encourage them to 


Perſeverance, and make them bear with Pa- 


tience all the Crofſes-theyaneet with, as know - 


ing that their light Afth&tions here, will work 
{or them a far more excgeding and eternaÞ} 
Weight of Glory bereaſter. 1 Cor. iv. Fhe 
Cockle, when Harveſt comes, will be thrown 
into the Fire. The Wicked live here quietly 
and at Eaſe by the Permiſſion of God, but at 
the laſt Day fhall ſeel the terrible Effecls of his 
uſtice for having abuſed his Mercy. Poor 
Wretches, his Wrath will then ſpeak to them 
in Thunder, and his F mover puniſn them as 
they deſerve, in condemning them to paſs a 
miſerable Eternity with the Devils in everlaſt- 
ing Fire. Sad Concluſion of a Life ſpent in 
Sin and Folly. Let this be, Chriſtians, fre- 
quently the Subject of our ſerious Thoughts 
and Reflection, and may we learn from hence 
how much it is our Intereſt as well as our Du- 
ty to be watchful over ourſelves, that the Ene- 
my may not ehoak the good Seed ſown in the 
Field of our Hearts, but that, cultivated with 
due Care and Diligence in the Service of God, 
it may ſpring up and bring forth Fruit abun» 
dantly to eternal Life, A Og 
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OT 186-401: e n Ai 


Ah my God] what ſhafl I fay? Thou haf 
mercifully ſown thy good Seed in che Field 
of my Soul. Thou haſt called me 10 the 
Knowledge of thee, and of the ſaving Truthy 
taught by thy holy. Catchohc Church. Thou 
| haſt given me many Calls and holy Inſpira. 
tions, arid haſt afforded me many Opportuni. 
ties of improving in Virtue: but, alas! dear 
Lord, I bave. been careleſs and negligent. | 
have fallen aſleep, and the Enemy has ſowed 
his Tares upon the good Wheat. Hence 
6nd in myſelf many irregular Deſires, unmor. , 
tified eee corrupt Inclinations. I am { 
aſhamed, O my God! I am aſhamed of my r 
careleſs Negligence, and humbly beg Pardon ; 

1 
4 


of thee. VV'H; ty | 
Thou permitteſt theſe Weakneſſes in me, 
to exerciſe and to try me, and that, like thee 
I ſhould be compaſſionate and beat with others, 
Thou wouldeſt not have the Tares pulled up; 
O may I never be carried away by a raſh and 
1adrſcreet Zeal, nor offer to correct the wile 
Diſpoſition of thy Providence, Give me 
Grace to bear with the Failings and Imperfec- 
tions of others, and ſeriouſly endeavour to 
amend my own, Ta 5 
Have Mercy, O Lord, on all Sinners; on 
all thoſe who err from the true Way. And 
as thou doſt graciouſly bear with them, 0 
may they make a right Uſe of this thy _ 
| | 1 2 | | ne 85 
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neſs, and be truly converted to thee, that, 
of Tares, becomivg good Wheat they may 
come to be laid up in thy heavenly Barn. 


As for myſelf, O merciful God, God of all 
Patience and Long Suffering! I will no longer 
abuſe thy Bounty. Thouqhaſt long waited for 
my Amendment, and I will from this Moment 


begin to ſerve thee with the greateſt Fidelity. 


1 will endeavour to make ſome Amends for 
the Years I have miſpent, and now daily ſtrive 
to advance in Virtue and the Love of thee. I 


vill endeavour to make an Advantage of all 
| the Trials I may meet with by ſuffering- them 


with Patience and Reſignation to thy holy 


Will. If the World deſpiſes me I wilt learn. 


to contemn it. If wicked Men laught at, jeer 
and abuſe me, I will make no other Return 


thay to pity them, pray for, and to forgive 
them. When the Harveſt Time comes, may 
my happy Lot be among the Juſt, that with 


them I may be called to thy heavenly King. 


dom, and, with them, praiſe and bleſs-thee for 
850 | AP 3, II EH W-- SI03V?7 S611] 
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4% 3 Grain, of Muſlard-Seed, which a Man 
took] and, ſowed in his Field. ge, Which is 
che leaſt of all, Seeds; but when, it is grown 
Heaven is ike to Leaven, which a, Fa, 


| Jeſus ſpoke in Parables unto the Multitudes, 


by the Prophet, ſaying: I w open my Mouth 
in Parables, I will utter Things hidden from the 
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ANOTHER Parable he propoſed. to them, 
1 ſaying: The Kingdom of Heaven rs like 


— 


up, it is greater than all Herbs, and becometh 
a Tree, jo that the Birds of the Air come and 
dwell in the Branches thereof, gg. Another 
Parable he ſpoke to them: The Kingdom of 
iopk and hid in three Meaſures of Meal until 
the whole was leavened. 34, All theſe Things 


and without Parables he did not ſpeak to them, 
35. That it might be fulfilled which was ſpoken 


Foundation of the World, 


RE: 
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REFLECTIONS: 


* 


1 4 p 1 DBER 28 2 E 1 I yHi3 Q(! 347-5 4 
e e of. Heaven 25 like to a Grain 


of Muſtard Seed. In this admirable Parable 


we may behold a clear and inſtructive Repreſen- 
tation of the wonderful EffeAs of God's Wif— 


4 


dom and Power manifeſted in the planting and 


propagating the Chriſtian Faith, which in the 


Beginning was ſo ſmall, and yet in a litle 


Time grew to that Extent, as to overſ Yread the 


whole World. Our Bleſſed Saviour compared 


Heaven, to a Grain of Muſtard Seed, which 


his Church, ere, meant by the Kingdom of 


is the ſmalleſt of Seeds, but planted in bot 
Countries grows to à conſiderable Height, ſo as 


to become a Tree, and to have the Birds of 
the Air reſt upon its Branches, The Church 


in its Beginning was truly [mall, but lanted_ 


in the, Heat of, many violent Perſecutions, aud 
watered with the hot Blood of lo many thou- 
land Martyrs, ſoon began to. increaſe and 


{pread wide its lovely Branches, and all Na- 


tions came to repoſe under its Shade. No- 
thing can be a greater Evidence of the Truth 


of the Chriſtian Religion, than the quick and 
wonderful Progreſs it made. How meat and 
contemptible in its Beginning! Its | Author, _ 
Chriſt, born in a poor Stable, and after a Life 


of great Poverty aud Contempt dying upon a 


| Croſs. His firſt Diſciples a ſew poor, illiterate 


Fiſhermen. Their Proſelytes chiefly of the 


Vulgar, and of no Character or eminent Station 
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in the World; the Princes and great Ones of 
the Earth every where declaring openly againſt 
it, and with the utmoſt Cruelty and Fury per. 
fecuting, thoſe who preached, and thoſe who 
em 5 0 it. Hell united all its Powers, and 
exeried Fits Eff forts to flop its Progreſs, but 


in PN This little Grain of Muſtard Seed 


grew up, and . increafed. The hotter, 


and more, Tevete” the Perſecutions were, the 


more. it gained Ground, and continued riſing 


Under i its Oppreffion, till it became every where 
viftorious, and all Nations ſubmitted to what 
they bad 1 viotently perſecuted. The glo. 
rious Sun of Chillen, by its radiant Beams, 
extinguiſh-d, the falſe Lights of Error and Su- 


erſtition, and expelled that Darkneſs which 
124 o long A E the whole World. 


"Thus the Catholic hurch, from a Beginning 
16 ſmall and, conten'ptible, has riſen to a glo- 


316U$ Height, and has, in all Ages, maintained 
itfelf 2gzinft all the fecret Wiles, and open 


Aſſaulis of her Enemies, founded as ſhe is, ac- 
cording to | Chriſt's Prowile, upon a Rock 
againſt which the Gates of Hell ſhall never 
Prevail. . She has, indeed, ſuffered many rude 
Atiac ks. many violent Aflaults, * and mary 
Nations, who once profeſſed. her Faith, by a 
juſt Judgnient ol God upon them ſor their 
Zins, have fallen off from her: Yet flill, like 
the Ark above the Waters, ſhe Tides trium- 
phant, and ſhall continue one, holy, catholic 
and apoſtolic Church to the End of the 
World. G 5 

Y = Og \ This 
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This excellent Parable may be conſidered 
likewiſe in another uſgſul andinfljuttive Lipht, 
[tis a very juſt and, proper Repfleptatign, ol of 

hey may ap* : 


good and, virtuous Chriſſians. 
hear ſmall and contemptible 1 in the Eyes of the 
World, and Sinners who contemn and deſpiſe 
them,; but are great, in the Sight of God. 
The Seeds of Grace, which are {own in their 
Hearts, rowing : and encrealing daily by their 
faithſul Co-operation, till the | PEO! of all 


| Virtues fpread and extend themlſcIves. Aud 


though they oftentimes meet with Periecutiog 
and -Opprefiion ſrom the Wicked, it only 
ſerves io exerciſe their Patience, and to make 
their Virtue more bright and conſpicucus. As 
the Palm-Tree . grows the better, the't more it 


15 preſſed down, to the fairhſy] Seryants ol. God 
advance and grow higher in Perſeti ion by 108 -- 


Croſſes and Contradictions they. meet with, 
and lrom the Malice of their Enemies, as trow 
4 warm end hot Soil their Virtue increaſes. 


The wicked and, libertine Part, 'of the MO! 


) 
may m3ke a Jeſt « of, and lan gh at ViItuous t1 


good Chriſtians : in this, V\ old, but a Time- 
will comcèé. when they will alt r their Notes, 


and filled with Wonder at the ſudden happy 


Change of the Righteous, will cry out in Alto». 
nihment and lay: Theſe are they, whom hereto». 


fore we had in Veriſion. Senſels/s we efteemed 
their Lives, Madneſs, and their End 7295557 5 
able: Behold. how they are numbered amon the 
Children. of God, aud their Lot dg with the 
Saints. Wild. v. Happy Conſequence, of 


8.3 0 bei's - 
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being conteinned and deſpiſed here on Account 
of V1 irtue and Piety, fince we may thereby 
riſe from Earth to Jeaven, and become truly 
great ſor all Eternity! Let then the Great 
and. the Mighty, the Proud and Ambitious 

leaſe themſelves in their preſent Grandeur end 
Eclat. Do you, © Chriſtian, chule 10 be. 
ranked among ihe poor little Ones of Jeſus 


Chriſt, and endeavour to advarce in Virtue 


ny hk Eſteem of. God, by Humility, Pover: 
» of- Spirit, and a Contempt of worlähy. 
agel. It i is from theſe low but fure and 
firm Foundations the, ſpiritual Edifice will rife 
highe er and higher till it reaches Heaven ifelf, 


thus going on from one. Virtue to another, we 


mal, at len th, come. to: ſee-the God of Gods 


iu Sion, and in tbe Sight and Enjoy ment of 


im be happy for ever, 
To the Parable of the Grain of Muſtard. 
Seed, our Bleſſed Lord. joins that of the Lea. 


ven, and ſay's the Kingdom of Heaven is alſo 
like to Leaven, Which a Woman took and 


bid i in thre Meaſures of Meal until the whole 
was leavened, from whence. ve, are to learn 
the Power and Force of Example either good 
or bad And as nothing is more dangerous, 
nor has ruined more Souls than bad Example, 
it is of the. bigheſt Importance to ſhun the 
Company and. Converfation of thoſe whoſe 


| Morals are infected, and their Lives vicious. 


The wiſe Man cautions us againſt ſueh, when 
be ſays: He who touches Pitch fhall be defiled 
& it; and he who 410 himſelf with a prod. 

Man: 
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Man will put on hit Pride. Eccl. xiii. And 


St. uuf aſſures us, that a liltle Leæben cor- 


rupteth the"whole Lump. 1 Cor, v. But as we 


muſt be careſul not to keep Company and te 


familiar with wicked Men, or follow their bad 


Example; ſo we muſt be equally careful not 


to give bad Example to others, and by that 
Means be an Occaſion to them. of finniug. It 


we do, we render ourſelves reſponſible not on- 


I for our own but alſo fortheir-Sins. Voe be 


is that Man, faith Jeſus Chriſty by. whom Scan- 
dals Come. St. Matt. xviih Great likewiſe 18 


the Power and Force of goed Example. Au 
exemplary Liſe has agavonderſubllufluence, and - 


in a ſecret but powerful Way flirs up to Imita- 


tion. Ii deſtreys and takes away all-pretended - 
and ſeeming Diſſeulties of living up to the 
Rules of the Goſpel. Since what ſome do, 
others may do il they pleaſe, and will be with. 
out Excuſe if they do not, It is the Remark .. 


of the great St. Leo, Ser m. I. de. S. Laurent. 


Examples are more powerſul than Morde And 


is a more ee Way of teaching by adios 
than by Word of Mou. 


2 


Bleſſed ſor ever be thy holy Name, dear 


Redeemer ' of Mankind, ſor the wonderſul 


planting and propagating the Chriſtian Faith. 


Bleſſed for ever be the Wiſdom of thy Provis 


dence, which has founded thy Cb ureli upon a 
Rock, and preſetved her againſt all the ſecres 


Frau 
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Fraud and open Violence oft her Enemies. 
give thee Thanks for that thou, haſt; made mea 
Member of this thy h. lv Catholic Church, 
She is the Fillat and Ground, of Truth, 1 Tin, 
111. She is that Cuy ſet upon à Hill, and 
which cannot be hid. Draw all Nations tg 
ber, dear Lord, and bring back all thoſe who 
are gone aſtray, and have unhappily ſeparated 
themlelves frem her, that with one Heart and 
one Mouth we may gloriſy God, and the Fa. 

ther ot our Lord Jeius Chrilt, Nom. xv. 

O Jefus, my adurable Saviour, ſow in m 

Heart the Seeds of true Humility by which! 

may become great in by Sight, There is ng 


be Greanels, but in belonging 10 thee, anl 


in being thy Servant. Let me always preler 
this glorious Tie to all the vain and empty 
Honours this World can give. I am contents 
ed to be here poor and deſpiſed, unregaided 
and of no Eſteem. 1 deſire nothing but 90 
grow in Virtue, and the Love of the. 

This thou haſt taught me, dear Lord, is 
only io be obtained by Patience and Suffering: 
And of this thou haſt given me an example in 


thine own ſacred and adorable Perſon. Thy 


whole. Liſe upon Earth, deareſt Jeſus, was one 


continued Series of Suffering. Thou waſt 
contemned and deſpiſed by every one, and walt 
put to a cruel . and ignominieus Deatb. Thou 
haſt alſo ſaid:: Mat the Servant 25 not greater | 


than his Mahler, nor the Diſciple above lis 
Lord. O my adorable Redeemer it is abun- 
damiy enough for. me to be: treated as 971 

wall: 


I.: It is even too great an Honour to ſuffer 
ea ich thee, and for thee. | 1 


1 


Dear Saviour of. my Soul] aſſiſt me with thy 


in, MGrace, that I; may daily ſhew forth to others 
ind Itbe Light of good Works, that they may be- 
e bold them, and glorify thee, my heavenly 


ed Neorrupted by the bad Example of others, and 


ind Wmay 1 never be an Occaſion of Scandal to any 
Fa. None. May I conſtantly adorn the Faith I 
proſeſs.by p-yirwous and holy Life to thy; s- 
my nour and Glory, the Edification of my Neigh- 
boar, and-the eternal Happivels of my Soul. 
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% HISS unday takes its title from'the Num- 
0: ber of Days between it and the Conclu- 
in fon of the Eafter Feſtival, there being ſeventy 


Days from. this Sunday to. Saturday in Eaſter 


at lemnity, and the Maſs on that Day begins 


alt ith Eduxit Domnus populum ſuum in exulta- 
tione. Alleluia. The Lord hath brought ſorth 


bis People in Joy and Gladneſs. Alleluta« Pſal. 

ir 104. 43. The Pſalmiſt here ſpeaks of the 
1. Ml £2ypitan Slavery, or, of the Babylonzſi ſeven- 
u y Years Captivity, and the Church uſes this 


: Hhuoit to put us in Mind of our Captivity un- 


der 
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Father. Preſerve me, O Lord, from” being- 


by Pa enday tc | 
week inclufively, which ends the Paſchal So- 


— — 
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der Sin, from which we have been freed by th 
Paſſion and Reſurreftron of Jeſus Cbrif, 
13 to ſign that”; great Sabbath, or Day of 
0 0 Kad of Ae Wotld, when all th 
Ju nh | be "brought from the Mifzries of thy 
ile, up with. great 4 aud Exoltation ſha 
tbe conducted to the Happ pineſs of Heaven 
there to fuk an eternal Alleluia, or "Hymns 
Praiſe, to oY the gracious Author of theh 
Salvation. 5 
On Septuageſioma Sunday the Chiyich' in her 
Office of che | Breyigry, begins to. read thi 
Bock of Gene/s, and from hence inſtrutts lan 
in the Creation of the World, and the ot 
Fall of Man, with the dreadful Conſequence 
in that unhappy State to which Adam's din 
reduced him and all his Poſterity. To de 
lore his {ad State, and to bewail our Sing, 
which. if not repented of, will deprive us | 
the Benefit of our Redemption, as allo the 
better to diſpoſe ourielves forthe Obſervance df 
the enſuing Lentithe Church has aſſigned thi 
Time of Septuuge/ema, and exhorts us to appl 
ourſelves with more thun ordinary Fervour to this 
the lpititnal Exerciſes of Prayer hearing ibe e! 
Word of God, Meditation and reading good Wo" 
Books, and io withdraw ourſelves from all vnde 
andidle Diverſions, as inconſiſtent with a Spim ]W#! 
of Penance, and thoſe Sentiments of Piety we 
_ ought, to have at this Time. It is a melancholy 


Conſideration to reflect how low. the Spirit of the 
Darwen is ſunk! in theſe 17 by Wy oY del 
J 1ans 
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ans retain and ſeem to know no moro of 
ele different Seaſons the Church hag appoint- 
, than the bare Names of them, the true p 


1 pirit bein laid aſide, or kept by few. This 
evident from the great Abules and Exceſſes 
WW hich are committed during the moſt holy Seas 


dus of the Year, Thus thoſe who are, go- 
erned more by the Spirit of the, World than 
he Goſpel, becauſe Lent is coming on, which 


us ſome Reſtraint upon the Methods of a 
nſual and carnal Life, endeavour to be before 
und, as it were, and under the wretched No- 
ion of a Carnival, abandon themſelves to all 
lanner of Diverſions and Exceſſes. This is 
ot to walk by the Spirit of the Church; no, 
he reads, us quite, other Leſſons, and by the 


s Change ſhe makes in her Office inſtructs us 
de. chat Change we. ought to obſerve in our Con- 
im uct at this Time. This appears from her 


s Fitting the Te Deum, Alleluia, and her Can- 


theWicles of Joy in- her Office, ſrom cluathing her 
ea Altars and Prieſts in Purple, which is ler 
thif@\lourning, and from the Prayers ſhe uſes at this 
ply ime. As the Spifit of the Church, relative to 
robs Time, is a Spirit of Prayer and Retire- 
be nent, of Penance and Self-demial, we may eaſily 


orm what Judgment fhe' paſſes upon thoſe 
ain idle and vain Diverſions ſo common before 


init Lent. She eſteems them no better than ſo ma- 
we Any Cups of Poiſon preſented to her Children 
oly by their common Enemy the Devil to hinder 

t of them from reaping the great ſpiritual Benefit 
ri · Ndeligued them by Mortification and Self-denial. 
ans PIE > 


Mary 


and to invite them to Penance, to abſtain fron 


Houſeholder, who went outearly.in the Mori 


3. And going out about the third Hour, he {al 
others ſtanding in the Market - place idle. [ 
And he ſaid to them: Go ye alſo into m 
Vineyard, and I will give you what ſhall b. 
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Many zealous Prelates and, Paſtors of ji 

Church have 'Endeavoured to reform thy 


2 : 


Abuſes, but none more nor with greater Tel 
pl RON Borromeo, rien Arch; 
biſhop, of Milan, in the ſeveral provineig 
Councils ub bel In the third of Which 0 
Biſhops are enjoined to take Care, by then 
ſelves, and their Paſtors to inſtruct che Peoph 
what the Church means by the Change of he 
Ornaments, and in her Office at this Time: 


all thoſe vain and worldly Diverfions, and u 
give themſelves to Prayer, Retirement, an 
the Practice of ood Works, that thereby the 
may reap the ſpiritual Advan tages. deſignet 
them by theſe. holy Inftitutrons. 


See the Ads of the Councils of Milan, citedh 


F. Thomaſin, in kis, Treatiſe of the Fea 
of the Church, L. 2. C. 13. N. 11. 
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The Kingdom of Heayen is like to a 


ing to hire Labourers into his Vineyard. 
And having agreed with the Labourers for 
Penny a Day, he ſent them into his Vineyard 


juſt. 5. And they went their Way. An 
again he went out about the ſixth and the 14 
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Hour, and-did in like Manner. 6. But about 
ihe eleventh” Hour, hie werlt but and found 
others ſtanding, and he ſaith to them: Why 
hand you here all the Day idle? 7. They = 
to him: becauſe no Man hath hired us. He 
ſaith to them: Go yew alſo into my Vineyard. 
8. And when the Evening was come, the Lord 
of the Vineyard ſaid to his Steward: Call the 
Labourers'and pay them their Hire, beginning 
from the laſt even tothe firſt. g. When there: 
fore they were come that came about the 
eleventh Hour, they received every Man a 
Penny. 10. But when the firſt alſo came, they 
thought they ſhould receive more: and they 
allo. received every Man a Penny. 11. And 
receiving it they murmured againſt the Maſter 
of the: Houſe. 12. Saying: Theſe laſt have 
worked but one Hour, and thou haſt made 
them equal to us Who have born the Burden 
of the Day and the Heats. 13. But he an- 
ſwering, ſatd to one ef them, Friend, I do:thee 
no Wrong: Didſt thou not agree with me for 
2 Penny? 14. Take what is thine, and go thy 
Way: Iwill alſo give to this laſti even as to 
thee. 15. Or is it not Jawful for me to do 
what I will? Is thipe Rye evil becauſe mine is 
good? 16. So ſhall the laſt: be firſt; and the firſt, 
laſt. For many ares called, but few are cho- 


ſen. 1 
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It is not hard, or difficult, to comprehend the 


Meaning of this ſignificant and inſtructive Pa. 
Table. By the Houſeholder, who is here re. 
r as going forth to hire Labourers into 
his Vineyard, is ſigniſied God calling Men to 


his Service. By the different Hours wherein 


the Houſeholder is ſaid to go forth, are repre. 


ſented the , diflerent Times wherein we are 


called by God. He, infinitely good, goes out, 
as it were, early in the Morning, and calls us 


to his Service in our early Years, as ſoon as 


we come to the Uſe of. Reaſon, and to know 
the great End for which we are made: And 


though, as our ſupreme Lord and great Crea. 
Tor, he may command and exact from us this 


Service by the juſt Right of his ſovereign Do- 
minion over us, and without any other Conſi- 
deration than ſuch his Will and Pleaſure; ne. 


vertheleſs he graciouſly vouchſaſes to hire us 
by engaging himſelf to reward our Labours, 
and upon this Engagement ſends us to work in 
his Vineyard, that is, to labour for the Salva: 


tion of our Souls. Happy they who, called 
in their younger Years, the Morning of their 


Life, anſwer the divine Call, and faithfully 
labour till the Evening. Others there are who | 


are called at the third Hour, who have palled 


over a conſiderable Part of their Time in Ig- 
norance or NegleQ of their Duty. Theſe, with 
agentle Reproach, he'þids go into his "_ 

| e 5 Pat, 
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yard, and to ſerve him, he promiſes to give 


| them what is Juſt, and to reward their Labours. 


The ſame. he does to thoſe,” who at the ſixth 
and ninth/ Hour, that is later, enter into his 
Service. Others he condeſcends to call at the 
eleventh Hour, in the Decline of their Age, 


when the Term of their Life is almoſt at an 


End, when the Evening draws near, and al- 
moſt the whole Day of their Liſe has been 
paſſed over idly, in the Market place of the 
World, without doing any Thing in Order for 
their Salvation. Theſe unhappy Perſons he 
graciouſly calls, and bids them go and labour 
for the ſmall Remainder of their Time which 
is left, not without a Promiſe of giving them 
a Recompence. Thus does God ſhew bis 
Love to us, and how ſincerely he deſires all 
Men ſhould be ſaved. As he calls us at all 
Times to his holy Service, and moſt gene- 
rouſly promiſes to reward our Labours, he will 
not be worſe than his Word. When the 
Evening, the Night of Death comes, we ſhall 
be paid our Wages. Though we began late 
to work, and entered into the Vineverd at the 


ſixth, ninth, or even at the eleventh Hour, if, 


when called, we went, and worked diligently 
from that Time till the Evening, our bountiful 
Maſter will give us a whole Day's Pay, and 


not only what might ſeem preciſely juſt, or in 


Proportion to the Hours we have laboured; 
but, exceeding our Deſerts, make vs equally 
happy with thole who have Jaboured {rom the 


Fo We 
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Me may further, and for our Inſtruction, 
_ obſerve, that as the Labourers had no Right tv 
demand more than was their Due, ſo they 
vVere unreaſonable to expect more, and unjuſt 
in their Murmurs againfl the Lord of the Vine. 
yard, who had. paid them according to the 
Agreement they had: made, which was to work 
for a Penny a Day. If he generouſly gave the 
fame Reward to thoſe who began later to 
work, it was an Effect of his Bounty, without 
doing any Injuſtice to others. If after having ſerv= 
ed God all our Lives, he gives to us, as he moſt 
certainly will, the Kingdom of Heaven in Re- 
compence,. we ſhall have no Reaſon to com- 
plain; nor muſt we murmur if he 'pleaſes to 
beſtow the ſame Reward upon others, who en- 
tered later into his Service. Thoſe Labourers 
who entered the Vineyard at the eleventh 
Hour, went as ſoon as they were bid. It was 
their Misfortune to have ſteod all the Day idle, 
becauſe Nobody had hired them. When they 
were {ent to work, they went and laboured di- 
gently til] the Evening, There may be others 
who may be called, much later than we, to 
| the Service of God, and who, by their Dili. 
| gence and Fidelity, endeavour to redeem their 
leſt Time. To ſuch God will give an equal 


Reward with us, and in ſo doing, maniſell his 


Bounty and Goodneſs, without any Injury and 
Injullice o us. He is the ſupreme and ſove- 
reign Lord of all, and the Graces he beilows 
proceed from his Liberality, what he is pleaſed 
togive we muſt receive with Gratitude and 

705 15 Acknou- 
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Acknowledgment. If he is pleaſed to diſpenſe 


them to others in an equal, or greater Meaſure, 
as he does us no wrong, we have no Reaſon to 
complain: nor muſt we, from his being good 
and liberal, take Occaſion to ſhew ourſelves 
bad and envious. It is lawful for him to' do 
what he pleaſes, and it is the Height of Pride 


and Preſumption for us, Worms as we are, to 
cenſure his Proceedings, or to reflect upon his 


Another important Point which deſerves to 
be taken Notice of in the Reflections on this 


Goſpel, is the Caſe of thoſe Labourers who 


were ſent to work in the Vineyard at the ele- 
venth Hour. This ſhews the infinite Goods» 


neſs of God to all Sinners fincerely though 


lately converted; yet this ' Goodneſs of God 


is not to be abuſed, nor the Example of theſe 


Labourers be alledged by Sinners to put off or 
defer their Converſion to their laſt Moments, 


or when upon a Death-bed. It is true, a Sin- 


ner can never be too late converted who is ſin- 
cerely converted; but wilfully to neglef, or 
put off our Converiion is a*moſt dangerous 


Preſumption. A Rock on which many un- 
happy Souls have ſplit, and bren loſt. The 


Labourers, indeed, who were called at the 


eleventh Hour, were rewarded with a whole 


Day's Pay: But then we are to conſider that. 


they were not called before that Hour. It was 


not their Fault, tlat'they had ſtood all tbe Day 


idle in the Market- place. Had they been hired” 


boner, they would have gone ſooner into the 


TY: Vineyard. 
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Vineyard, The Moment the Houſeholder 


Ss ſpoke to . them, they went to work, and, as 


Ve may reaſonably ſuppoſe, worked diligenthy 
from that Time till Night. This made the 
Lord of the Vineyard generouſly order them 
to be equally paid with thoſe who were hired 
in the Morning. Can wilful and habitual 
Sinners ſay that this is their Caſe? Have they 
not often, and at various Times, daily, all their 
Eife-time, been called upon, and bid to labour 
for their Salvation in the Service of God, but 
would not comply? I hey would wilfully {land 
idle in the Market-place all the Day, ſpending 


k or trifling away their Days and Years amidſt 


the vain, finſul-and forbidden Pleaſures of the 
World. What a wide Difference between 


their Caſe, and that of the Labourers of the 
eleventh Hour! Had the Houſeholder ſpoken 


to theſe Men, at the third, ſixth or ninth Hour, 
and they had: reſuſed to work, and ſaid. they 


| would not go into the Vineyard till: the ele- 
ventb Lour,. we may juſtly ſuppoſe he would 


nat have hired them, or, at: leaſt; not have. 


given them a whole Day's Pay. To argue, 
therefore, from the Caſe of theſe. Labourers- 


i Favour of a wilſully delay ed and put off Re- 
pentance, is io argue very weakly, To go on 
in Sin, and to truſt to a Death-bed Converſion, 


on the Strength of this Parable, is a dreadſol. 


Illuſion, and blindly to run into the Snare the 
Devil lays for us. What will be.the. Conſe- 
quence of this, but that ſuch: unhappy: pro» 
craſlinating Sinners will one Day lee ther 
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Folly, when it is too late to retrieve it. This 
is not ſaid to depretiate a ſincere Death-bed 


Repentance, as il a Sinner could not be fin- 


cerely converted even in his laſt Hours. II is 
to ſhew the extreme Hazard and Uncertainty 
of a Death-bed Repentance ; the Folly and. 
Danger of delaying our Converſion to God, 
and with how little folid Reaſon the Labeurcrs 
at the eleventh Hour are alledged in Detence 
of afſedted and wilſully delayed Converſions. 
The ſerious Chriſtian, who has his Salvation. 
really at Heart, will take a quite different Me- 


thod. If called at the fiſt, third, or ſixth. 
Hour, he will immediately go and labour dili- 
gently in the Service of Cod. He will pa- 
nenily bear the Burden of the Day and the 
Heats till the Evening comes, when he ſhall 
receive the promifed Penny. Let ns all do ſo. 


Let-us no longer {ſtand idle, but, hearkening to 


the Calls of God, ſeriouſly apply ourſelves to 
this Service, the great Affair of our Salvation, 


and ſtrive by good Works to make: our Calling. 


aud Election ſure. 2 St. Pet. iii. 


ASPERA:T IONS: 


O jeſus, my great and. bountiful . Lord! 


whole Liberality does ſo much exceed the 


Merits of thy Servants. I praiſe thy Bounty, 
and admire. thy Goodnels. Shall I not wil. 
lingly labour and work'for a Mafter ſo gene- 
rous and beneficent? Can I chufe to idle my 
Time away in the Market-place of this World, 


and 
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and in vain aud unprofitable Amuſements! 
Ah no; let me work then diligently, for | 
know my, Labour will not be in vain. I'knoy 
that thou wilt abundantly reward me. This 
Conſideration ſhall ſupport me under any ha. 
tigue or Trouble I may meet with, and render 
all the Labours of this Life ſweet and eaſy, 
Ah mv God! my deareſt Lord! thou haſt 
faid : My Yoke, 25 Peel, and i Burden light: 
St. Matt. xi. Thy. Yoke is truly ſweet, and 
thy Burden Hah. They find it ſo who are 
willing to bear it, and the incomparable Re- 
wards thou promileſt, and: wilt moſt aſſured 
beltow, are more than worth all the liule Pains 
and ſmall Labours we here can undergo. 
But, O my Soul! Let us be covered. with 
Confuſion 10 think on our paſt Neglect, and 
endeavour to repair it by ſuture Diligence; 0 
my God, I have juſt Reaſon to regret and be- 
wail, that, I. did not comply with thy Call, 
when thou didſt invite me. eatly -1n-the-Morn- 
ing, in the firſt Beginning of my Reafon aud 


my Will, which-I did not give to thee, Let 


me add to this my daily Negligence in thy Ser- 
vice, my Forgetfulneſs of thees What ſhall ! 
ſay, dear Lord! what Nall I ſay, if I bring be- 

ſore thee, all my Life,,if J count the Days, 
Months and Years, that. 1 have paſſed over iv 
Sin, and..without- Attention to thee ? Let it 


ſuffice, O my God? that I have been ſo long. 
idle and . e 1 will now, atleaſt, repair 
to thy Vineyard, and ſeriouſly apply myſelf io. 


| what thou requireſt ol me. This is my ſin- 


cee 
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eere Deſire, thou haſt given it to me, O may 
thy Goodneſs accompliſh it, and make me 


7 (—¼⁹˙˙9 22“ 
| Sexageima SUNDAY, 


O called from the Number of Days be- 

tween this Sunday and Feria Quarta, or 
Wedneſday in Eafter-Week, which is the Mid- 
dle of the Octave, as Septuageſua bath its 
Title from its being the ſeventieth Day before 
Saturday the End of the Paſchal Solemnity. 
Concerning theſe Sundays we may oblerve, 


that, anciently, the Manner of keeping Lent, 
as to the Days whereon they faſted, was diffe- 
rent, Some not only exempted Sundays, but 


alſo the Thurſdays and Saturdays from faſting, 
and therefore io compleat the Number of Days 
aligned for the Lenten Faſt, began it from 
Septuageſima Sunday. Others began from 


Sexage/oma, but did not ſalt on Sundays and Sa- 


turdays, and therefore made this the Begin- 
ning of Lenk Sunday being a Day of Re- 


Joicing, and ſacred to our Bleſſed Lord's Re- 
e lurrection, 


'urrezon, was always exempted from faſting 


Thur/day, allp, by a Decree of Pope Meltiages; 
was exempted as the Day of the Week on | 
which Chriſt inflitured the holy Euchariſt, and 
on a [hur/daay aſcended into Heaven. In 
ſome Places Lent began from Quznguageſing 
Sunday, allowing for the Sundays and IA 
 ays; and though the Practice of the Church but 
is now to begin Lent only from A/h-Fedne/. WM ma 
day, yet thele Wecks of Seftuage/ima, Sexa- 11 
Fl and Quinquage/ama are recommended W 
y the Church to her Children, as Times to 81 
be ſet apart for Sobriety and Exerciſes of Sell. I an. 
denial. : EN he] 
See F. Thomaſin, Gavant, and the Authors I up 
cated by them. : 4 $1089 KA, 
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And when a very great Multitude was ga. _ 
thered together, and haſlened out of the Cities Ii * 
to him, he ſpoke by a Similitude. 5. The 
Sower went out, to ſow his Seed. And as he 
ſowed ſome [ell by the Way Side, and it was 
trodden down, and the Birds of the Air de- 
voured it. 6. Aid other ſome ſell upon ſtony 
Ground, and as foon as it was ſprung up, it 
| Vithered away, becauſe it had uo Moiſture. 
7. And other ſome ſell among Thorns, 5 
5 my ile 
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the Thorns growing up with it, choked it, 8. 


And other ſome fell upon good Ground, and 
being ſprung up, yielded Fruit a Hundred 
Fold. Saying theſe Things, he cried out: He 
dat hath Ears to hear, let him hear. q. And 
n 


his Diſciples aſked what this Parable might be, 
10. To whom he ſaid : Fo you.it is given to 
know the Myſtery of the Kingdom of- God; 
but to the reſt in Parables, that ſecing they 
may not ſee} and hearing may not underſtand, 
11. Now the Parable is this: The Seed is the 


S 


F 


d Word of God. 12. And they by the Way 
"7 Side are they that hear, then the Devil.cometh 


and taketh'the Word out of their Heart, 'leſt 
believing they ſhould be ſaved. ' 1g: Now they 
„upon ſtony Ground, are they who, when they 
hear, receive the Word with Joy: And theſe 
have no Root; for they believe ſor a while, 
and in Time of Temptation they fall away. 
14. And that which fell: among Thorns, ate 
they who have heard, and going their Way, 
are choaked with the Cares and Riches and 
Pleaſutes of this Life, and yield no Fruit. 15. 
But that on good Ground, are'they, who in a 
6 good and very good Heart, hearing the Word, 
he keep it, and bring forth Fruit in Patience. 


ll _ REFLECTIONS. 

de- | ; „ 2 E 3 1 : 5 | 

0g The'Seed in this Parable, according to the | 
1 Explication Chriſt himſelf gives of it, is the, | 

ne. Word of God, which, by the Means of hig | 

and Miniſters he ſows in the Hearts of every one, | 


the FEE 7 "Oy 


9 
| 
| 


with a Deſire it ſhould take Root, {ſpring uy, 


only Chriſt here 


228 Serageſima Sunday. 


and bring. ſorth Eruit in the Exerriſe of good 
Works. It muſt be owned, that preaching 
and bearing Serm ons are excellent Means to im. 
prove in Virtue. From them we learn our Duty, 
and are informed what we muſt doo fave our 


Souls, and gain eternal Life. This we are 
told-by, the Miniſters of the. divine Word, 


Wha are appointed by God to be our Paſtors 
and Teachers, and to whom we ought 10 pay 
due Attention, ſince our Bleſſed Lord ſays of 
them: He who hears. you, , hears. me, and he 
who deſbiſes you, deſpiſes me. St. Luke x. 
Hence, certainly. ariſes an Obligation on Chri- 
Alians frequently and attentiveſy to hear che 
Ward of. God delivered. by bis. Miniſters law- 
fully. called to the ſacred Funthion,, and are as 
ſuch, the Apoſſles Suceeſſors; and it is of ſuck 

ſpeaks. The ſacred Oracles 
aſſure us, that 7 who i wife, by hearing 
ſhall become more wife. Prov. i. Ne one knows 


ſo much of his Duty, but he may learn more, 
as to the great and eſſential Part of it, reducing 
his Knowledge to Practice, without which our 


Knowledge will, only ſerve to render us more 


culpable. To this the frequent Hearing of 


Sermons will prove an excellent Help, by re- 
freſhing our Memory, too apt to forget what 
we have learned, or may have known, and by 
urging and inferring thoſe Motiyes. and Res- 
ſons which may affect our Will and firongly 
move it to the Practice of | thoſe, Virtues re- 


But 


. : 


- 


commended to. us. 
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But not only by Sermons but alſo by good 
Books which are put into our Hands, Go 
ſows his divine Seed in our Hearts. Theſe 
we ſhould often and with ſerious Attention read, 
conſidering them as ſo many excellent Charts 
by which we may ſafely ſteer our Courſe in 
Order to arrive at Heaven. They are ſo many 


ſcilfol Guides, whefs Directions if we follow | 


we ſhall be in no Danger of loſing our Way. 
Another Manner by which the good Seed may 
be ſaid to be ſown is the divine Calls, and Iu- 
ſpirations of God'; the good Thoughts he puts 
into our Minds, andeven the Checks and Re- 
morſes of Canſcience with regard to Sin, and 
a Neglect of our Duty. All which fufficiently 


ſnew the Care this divine Huſbandman takes 


to-ſow the Seed upon good Ground, that it 
may ſpring up; and, bring forth Fruit abundant- 


Ve. BE” | L tr 7 * 1 > E 5 3 
In Order to this ſomething ĩs required on out 


Parts. We muſt have the Soil of our Hearts 
duly prepared, fitly diſpoſed to receive the good 
Seed; and when ſown muſt properly cultivate 
it, otherwiſe it will die away and be fruitleſs, 
What we are to do in this ReſpeR, we ſhall 
beſt learn ſrom a ſerious Attention to the Ex- 
plication, which Chriſt himſelf gives of this 
admirable and inſtructive Parable, ' Of the 
Seed which was ſown,: ſome fell by the Way 
Side. This, Part, ſays Chtiſt, repreſerits thoſe 


who hear the Word of: God, but the Devil 
comes and takes ĩt away. ſrom their Hearts, left 


believing they ſhould be ſaved, To hear the 


Word 
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Word of God withalittle or no due Atteytion, 
with no Intention to practiſe what is heard: 
To go to, Sermons. out of meer Curioſity, to 
criticiſe and cenſure the Preacher: When 
what is ſaid ſtrikes only upon the Ear but ne- 
ver touches the Heart taken up by worldly 
and ſinful Amuſements, no Wonder if the De- 
vil, as it were, ſnatches away the Seed, and it 
becomes unprofitable. Other Part of the Seed 
| fell upon ſtony-Ground, it fprung up indeed; 
but, not having ſufficient Moiſture; ſoon vi- 
thered away, and came to Nothing. Admi- 
rable Repreſentation of .thoſe” who hear the 
Word of God, ſeem affected by it, and reſolve 
to comply with their Duty: But: theſe good 
Purpoſes, alas! are hut ſhort lived, no longer 


than is conſiſtent with temporal Intereſt. If 


the practical Part of the Gofpel preached to 
them claſhes with . Intereſt, and brings, upon 
them any Loſs, or expoſes them to temporal 

Inconveniencies or Dangers, they ſhrink back, 
and ſhameſully fall off. The Word is forgot, 
and the Truths of the Goſpel are abandoned 
for the Pleaſures and Advantages of this World, 


I) he ſame js to be ſaid of thoſe who often' hear 


Sermons, and readily acknowledge the Juſtneſs 
of the Preachers enforcing practical Piety, and 
the Service of God; but going away ſoon for- 


get what they hear, their Hearts and Minds 
being totally occupied and taken with diſtradt- 
ing Cares and Sollicitudes for the Things of 
this World. Theſe are Thorns and Briars 


which too often choak the good Seed and hin- 


der 
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der it ſrom being ſruitful. A Field over. run 


with Thorns and Briars will not produce good 
Corn till they are rooted out. The Seed may 
be ſown, it may ſpring up and make ſome Ap- 
pearance, but if the Briars are ſuffered to grow 
up with it they will ſoon choak the Wheat and 


render it good for little or nothing. In like 


Manner if our Hearts and Minds are filled and 


occupied with reſtleſs, worldly Cares, and un- 
due Sollicitudes for wordly Riches: if we are 


carried away by inordinate Deſires, and ſtrong 
Attachments to the temporal Enjoyments of 
this Life, ſuch Care and Sollicitudes will prove 
as ſo many Thorns and Briars, and hinder the 
heavenly Seed of Grace from taking Root in 
our Hearts, and from bringing forth the expect- 
ed and deſired Fruit. 5 
Io hear the Word of God as we ought, 
that the Seed may fall upon good Ground, we 
muſt hear it with Attention, and a ſincere Dif- 
poſition of the Will to cultivate and improve 
it. Then it will bring forth Fruit in a holy 
Life and Converſation proportionable to the 
diflerent Degrees of Grace we receive, which 
is as the Water or Rain, whereby the Field of 
our Hearts is watered and thus rendered fruit- 
ſul. With great Reaſon do the holy Fathers 
and Maſters of Spirituality ſay that it is a good 
Sign of ſolid and true Piety in a Chriſtian when 
he dihgently ſrequents Sermons, and hears the 
Word of God attentively; and mavy happy 
Converſions of Sinners have been wrought by 
it, and all will find it a very Great Help totheir 
- 1J-8 Improv- 


232 Sexage/ima Sunday. 


Improvement in Virtue. It will be as a Fuel 


to nouriſh and maintain the Fire of divine Love 
againſt Lukewarmnefs and Tepidity in the 
Service of God. To hear the Mercies and 
Love of God to man laid open to us, to be 
frequently put in Mind of what he bas done 
and ſuffered ſor us, muſt make ſome Impreſſion 


on us, and move us to love him, who has ſo 


loved us. To hear of the great and incompa- 
rable Rewards he has promifed and will beſtow 
upon thoſe who do love and ſerve him. What 
a powerful Motive to excite us to Diligence in 
his holy Service, Often to hear of Death, and 
the Uncertainty of the Time when we {hal} 
die, how muſt this leſſen our Love of this 
World and our Attachment to it! When we 
are told of the dreadſul Conſequence of. Sin, 
the Terrors of the laſt Judgment, the never- 
ending Pains of Hell, will not this give us a 
Horror of Sin,, make us ſear to commit it, 
and put us upon a ſerious and timely Repent- 
ance? Yes, ſurely, This is the good Fruit 


which ti.is divine Seed produces when it falls 


upon good Ground, When we hear the 
Word of God with due Attention and ſincere 
Deſires to profit by it: And from hence 
we may learn how much we neglect our 
beft Intereſt as well as our Duty, when we 
ſeldom, and without Attention, hearken to 
the Miniſters of God; negle& to read good 
Books, and pay no Regard to the Calls and 
Iuſpirations of Heaven. | 
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ASPIRATIONS. 


O 5 . of . World! grant 


that I may fo hear the Word, as to bring forth 
good Fruit. May I ever be attentive to thy 


holy Inſpications, and let not the Enemy of 
my Soul hinder me from receiving them as 1 


ought, May no vain Amuſements, nor buſy 


diſtracting Cares, and worldly Sollicitudes ob- 


tru the ſweet Communications of thy Love. 
Let not my Heart, O Lord, prove a Piece of 
hard and flony Ground; incapable ol bringing 
forth good and lalting Fruit. I will diligenily 


hear thy Word, and by the Aſſiſtance of thy 
Grace will comply with it. No Storms, nor 
Tempeſts, no Perſecution nor Suffering ſhall 
make me alraid or aſhamed to confels thee and 


thy Truth, 


Ah my dear Saviour, how great, how tender 
a Concern doeſt has ſhew for us! How 
kindly ſollicitous art: thou for our Happineſs ! 
How many, and admirable Means haft thou af. 
ſorded us to ſecure our Salvation, and to be 
eternally happy with.thee ! Thou ſendeſt forth 


thy Sowers, the Miniſters of thy Word to 
ſow that divine Seed in our Hearts. Thou 


calleſt upon-us 7 1 by thy holy Inſpirationsand 


ſhall I be deaf to thy gracious Calls? Ah no! 
ipeak,. dear Lord: 10 will hear and obey. 


Thy Word, O Lord, is a Light unto my 
Feet; ps A Lanthorn to my Paths, Hal. 118,... 
and by it thou doſt direct my Way to thee. - 


U: 3: Foy. 
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Thy Word, O Lord, ſhall be ſweet unto my 
Link and like Honey to my Mouth, zd. 261d, 
I will love thy Law, and will daily meditate 
uon it. May it be as Fuel to kindle the Fire 
of thy Love in my Soul; and, O may I be 
conſumed in the Lile giving Flames of thy 
Love! | 
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Eafter, and thence has its Name. 
In the Goſpel' of this Sunday. the Evangeliſt 
acquainis us that our Bleſſed Saviour going up 
10 7erufalem, and telling his Apoſlles of what 
he was to ſuffer there, and of his approaching. 


Paſſion; by the Way he cured a bhrid Beggar 
and reſlored him to his Sight. As one End of 
the Inſtitution of Lent is to honour the ſacred 
| Paſſion of Chriſt, we are now fo to diſpoſe 
oupſelves for the due Obſervance of u, that by 


dhe Merits of his Croſs and Paſſion we may 


be reſtored to our ſpiritual Eyeſight, and be 
freed from the Blindneſs of Sin, of which the 
poor blind Beggan i is 2 Js «hu inſtruktive Fi. . 


Sure. * 
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The GOSPEL, St. Marr. xviii. 31. 


And Jeſus taking the twelve ſaid to them : 
Behold we go up to Zeruſalem, and all Things 
ſhall be ſulfrkled which have been written by 
the Prophets' concerning the Son of Man. 
32. For he Mall be dehvered up to the Gentzles, 
and ſhall be mocked and ſcourged, and ſpit up- 
on. 33. And aſter they have ſcourged him, {| 
they ſhall put him to Death, and the third _ 1 
Day he shall riſe r 34. But they under- 31 
tood none of theſe Fhings, for the Meaning 
of theſe Words was hid ſrom them: and they 
dic not conceive the Things that were s. poken 
35. And it came to pals, as he drew near to 
Jericho, a certain blind Man fat by the Way 
Side begging, and when he had heard the Croud: 
be ha Ne this ſhould be? They told him, 
that Jeſus of Na'zareth was paſſing by. 97. 
And he cried out, fayivg : Jeſus, Son of Da. a 
ud, have Mercy on me. 38. And they that ö 
vent before rebuked bim to make him hold 
his Peace; but he cried out ſo- much more: 

Son of David have Mercy on me. 39. And 
Jeſus ſtanding, ordered him to be brought to 
bim. 40. And when he was come, he aſked 
him, ſaying What wilt thou that Ido for thee? ä 
41. He replied: Lord, that I may receive my 
iht, 42. And Jeſus ſaid to him: a Wort | 
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thy Sight: Thy Faith has made thee ſound, 
43- And he immediately received his Sight, 
and he followed him glorilying God, and all 
the People, as they ſaw ut, gave Praiſe ty 
ed. l | 


The Time being come, wherein the Son of 

God had determined to offer up himſelf to his 
eternal Father a Sacrifice for the Redemption 
of Mankind, he prepared to enter upon the 
Theatre of Ins bitter and afflictive Paſſion. 
Carried on by the Aldour of that Love, which 
brought him from Heaven o Karth, he went, 
up to. Jerv/alem, there to finiſh the great Work 
he had begun. He: told his Diſciples, in Or. 
der to prepare them for it, and that their Faith 
in him mighteuet fail when they ſhould fee him 
taken from them in ſuch a Manner. Ah Chri- 
ſtiaus! how ought' we to admire and adore the 
Greatneſs of our Saviout's Love to us, which. 
made him thus, earneitly. deſire to ſuſſer and 
digę ſor us! This is that Bapiiſm her was to be Mlor 
baptized wills and-be ſaid of himfelt, that be i 
was fliraitned tillit was accompliſhed. St. Lute WM: 
xi. This great Deſire of 'our-Blefled Lord to by 
ſuffer-ſor our Sakes, ought to make us bluſh WKr 
and be aſhamed-of ourlelves, We who pretend I dit 
to · be his Diſeiples, and yet care not t0 hear W Ne 
of. Sufferings.,; He told his two | Diſciples by 
going io Emmaus, that it behoved him 10 ſul. 


—- 
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fer, and ſo to enter into his Glory; but we 
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Would go to Heaven and Happineſs without 
nd. Ny Croſs, or Suſſerings by the Way: And 
bt, Whough we are bis Servants, would be better 
al Need than hel our Eord was. We call our- 
Neves his Diſciples and Followers, yet we ex- 

elt and deſire more favourable Treatment 
han he our divine Maſter met with. Like the 
Apoſlles. who underſtood none of thoſe Things 
eſus Chriſt” told them, but were contending 


1 of ho ſhould be the greateſt among them. So, 
his Wye alas ſet our Hearts upon worldly Ho- 
ion Noours, Riches and Pleaſures, which makes us: 
the No averſe to Croſſes, Misfortunes and Afflic- 


tions. \ But we ſhould do well to conſider that 


on. 

ich beſe worldly Affections muſt be caſt off, if we 
ent Niere to underſtand the Myſtery of the Croſs, 
ork. Wind to ſhew ourſelves true Diſciples of Jeſus 
Jr: WChriſt. We muſt not expect to arrive at Hea- 
ith Wren by walking in any other Way than what 
im our dear Redeemer has traced out to. us by his 
tl» Whcred' Steps. This is the narrow and ſtraight. 
he Way of the Croſs, which we muſt carry alter 


lim if we defire to be with him, and to par- 
nd ke of bis Crown. Theſe are proper Subjecis 
be Flor our ſerious Thoughts and Reflections at 
he this Time, and are thoſe Sentiments our holy: 
e Mother the Church deſires to inſpire us with, 
to Aby which we may come to have a proper 
ih FKnowledge of ourſelves, the miſerable Con- 
nd Naition we are in, and how greatly we ſtand in 
Need of a Saviour and Redeemer. And ii is 
es H by devout Meditation upon, and by the Mer an 


winks and blinds the Eyes of a Sinner, ſo that 
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of the ſacred Paſſion and Sufferings of Jeſi 
Chriſt, that we, are to ſeek and obtain a Cur 
for thoſe Evils, that ſpur tual, Blindneſs we |; 
bour under, and capſed by Sin, of v hich the 
blind Beggar in, this Goſpel is true and in 
Nr uctive F 214 (4.41, 23 £9 
As Sinners, we are all ſpiritually blind, We 
fit by, not in, the Way wherein we ought te 
walk, and, deprived of Light, know. not hoy 


: 


10 direct or help ourſelyes.. This State of ſyilf, % 
ritual Blindneſs is truly miſerable, much more ij 


ſo than the Loſs of corporal Sight, as it affed 
our Souls, and, unleſs cured by Grace, will 

TI plunge us into eternal Darkneſs. This Blind. 
. nels is cauſed by Sin, and by. wilfully and ha: 
bitually living in it, by which. the Devil hood. 


he does not, and will not ſee thoſe which con- 
cert, his eternal Good. Such a Sinner, like 
the Beggar, fits by che Way- Side begging ſome 
wretched Comſort and ſeeming Satisfaction 
from Creatures, ſrom the vain and ſenſual R 
' Enjoyments of this Life, without any Regard I*! 
to the Happineſs of, the other, - This is a very 2h 
lad and 5 lorable Condition, and the lels I; 
ſuch an 8 Sinner is ſenſible of it, 
the more he is to be pitied. How great Cate 
then ought we to take that we do not fall into 
this ſad. Miskortane, and ſuffer the Devil thus 5 
to blind us. He is our declared Enemy, and “ 

endeavours by a thouland Wiles, and Artifices 
to prevail over us. The World and the Fleſh 
| 53Þ are 


1 


— Quinquageſima Sunday, agg 
ce in League with him to betray, us, and are 
ten but too ſucceſsſuh and that through our 
pre, they cannot force nor oblige us to con- 
ſent. We ate endowed with, Liberty and 
Free-will, and the Grace of God is always 
ready to help and aſſiſt us. Bur if we neglect 
his Grace, and let ourſelves .be prevailed 
jon by the, Devil, we are he, de Cauſe of 
our Misfortune, aud bring this Blindneſs on 


MWourſelves. 


10 In his uhhapey State, what have Sinner} to 
* lo? From the Condutt of the poor Man in 
ceÞ* Golpel they may be informed. He being 
vil old that Jeſus was paſſing by, cried aloud: 


Jeſus, Son of David, heve Mercy on me: And 
being rebuked that he ſhould hold his Peace, 
cried out ſo much the more, till our Saviour 
moved with Compaſſion, ordered him to be 
brought to buys and reflored to him his Sight. 
Jeſus may be ſaid to be daily, paſſing by in the 
daily Opportunities he gives to every one of 
having Recourſe to him. What then hinders 
ſuel {be Sinner from repairing to this ſpiritual Phy- 
fician of Souls? Is ſuch a one deſirous to re- 
cover his ſpiritual Sight loſt by Sin? Let him 
lei (cal! upon Jeſus, and ſay : Son of David, have 
Tf Mercy on me: And herein he muſt imitate the 
„ blind Man by redoubling his fincere and peni- 
tential Cries till he be heard. The Devil, the 
World and the Fleſh, with evil Companions in 
ang Jin, will rebuke ſuch a one, and endeavour to 


ices | wake 
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make him hold his Pe ice, and to hinder j 
"Converſion, but their Rebukes are not to) 
minded, nor their Sollicitations regarded, H 
is the more earneſtly to beſeech God to hay 
Mercy on him. A finterely penitent Sinnei 
who does ſo, will not fail of being heard. At 
Huruble and contrite Heart God will not de 
piſe. His Ears are always open to hear, an 
to have Compaſſion of ſuch, as the repeate 
Cries of the blind Man moved Jeſus to Piy 
and obtained the Recovery of his Sight, wht 
immediately ſollowed Jeſus gloriſying God 
In this Circumſtance 1s given to the peniten 
converted Sinner a Were Inſtruction, that 
having been freed from the Blindneſs. of Sin, 
and reſtored to the Light of Grace, he be 
_ grateſul for the Favour, and praiſe and glorify 
God. This Gratitude is beſt ſhewn, and ai 
ought; when he follows Jeſus; ſits no more h) 
the Way-Side, but walks in the Paths of God 
holy Commandments, and thereby not only 
preſerves his ſpiritual Sight thus reſtored, but 
makes a good and proper Uſe of it. A con- 
trary Conduct, or wilfully relapſin into 918, 
as it is a high and criminal Abuſe of his Good - 
_ neſs, ſo it may provoke God juſtly to with- 
draw his Grace from ſuch, ad to leave them 
to periſh in their Blindneſs. 


| j 
* * 
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"ASPIRATIONS. 
O how exceſſive is thy Love, my adorable 
Saviour! how earneſtly doſt thou deſire to 
ſuffer for my Sake! I admire, I adore, I bleſs 
and praiſe thee for the Ardour of thy Love, 
which thus urges thee to ſhed thy facred Blood 
for me. Thou would go up to Feruſalem, 
though thou didſt perſectly know the cruel 
Torments thou ſhouldſt there undergo. No- 
thing can ſtop thee. Thy Love is flronger 
 thm Death. Nothing can hinder thee from 
proſecuting and accompliſhing thy gracious 
Deſign of dying for me. Ah my God! what 


can I ſay? What Return can ] make to ſo 


much Love, ſuch Exceſs of Goodneſs ? Surely, 
I cannot reſuſe or think much of ſuffering 


ſomething for thy Sake? Can I make any 


Difficulty, or be unwilling to carry my Croſs 
and to follow thee? No, dear Lord, I am thy 


thy Diſciple, and will not deſire to be better 


treated than thou waſt, my ſweeteſt, deareſt 
Lord and Maſter. Let me never be diſcon- 
tented at the Orders of thy Providence, nor 
oreſume to repine at the Diſpenſations of thy 
wife and holy Will. My God! 1 bow down 
and adore thee. I ſubmit to thy divine Plea- 
ſure, and deſire to ſuffer with thee, and for 
on here, that I may be happy with thee here- 
alter, -: 

O Jeſus, Son of David, have Mercy on 
me. Reſtore me to thy Grace and Favour, 
e 6 which 


1 Are Syndow | 
which 1 have loſt by Sin. Lay thy Hands, 
upon me, O Lord, and open my Eyes that I 
may ſee the true Way to Life, and ſollow thee, 
Tþou haft often granted me this Favour, and. 
alas! I have relapſed into my former Blind, 
neſs. O Jeſus! have Pity on mo once more 

and reſtate me to my Sight again. P 
O thou eternal and never-failing Light! + 
which doſt illuminate every one coming into 
the World! illuminate my Souls wit | thy 
bright Rays, that I may fee my Way to thee. 
Difpel the dark Clouds of Sin, and fill me with i] 
the Knowledge of thy Truth, O Jeſus of 
Nazareth, I am blind. Thou art Light, and 10 

I haſten to thee, Son of David. Fountain of 

Mercy, have Pity on me. Thou art Light, t 
Thou art Life. I am blind, I haſten to thee MW i 
the Light. I am dead, O living Life! reſtore 1 


expe the Blind, lend him 127 * that he 


Help me, O my Strength, by which I am liſted ; 

up! Afliſt me, O Virtuef by which I am c 

fuſlained! Come, O Light, by which J lee! 1 

Appear, O Glory, by which I rejoice ! 7 rf 
O Life, in whom 1 live, O Leid and my God! 

1 

. 5 1 X. | 
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VENOR- SQUARE. 


SUNDAYS KEPT HOLY, in Moral ReflcQions, 
Pious Thoughts and Devout Alpirations on the Gol 
pels for the Sundays hom Kalter to Advent, Price as 


The CHRISTIAN ADVENT, or Entertainments 
for that Holy Seaſon: in Moral Reflections and 
Pious Thoughts and A*'piations on the Goſpel for 
the Four Sundays aud for Wedneſday and Friday in 
eveiy Week of Advent: On the Great O's, or 
ſolemn Autiphous, which ale ſung or faid on the ſe— 
ven Days before Chriſtmas- Eve. With De vout En- 
tertainments for Chriſtmas-Eve, and on the Goſpels 
for Chiiſtmas-Day. To which are aided, Moral 
Rellectiuns, &c. on the Goſpels for the Sundays from 
Chrillmas- Day to the fir{t Sunday in Lent. Price 28 


THE LENTEN MONITOR to CHRISTIANS, 
in Pious i honghts, Nroral Reflections, and Devout 
Aſpirations on the Goſpels for every Day in Lent, 
from Aſh-Wednclday to Eaſter- Tueſday inclulive, 


Price . 


THE DEVOUT CHRISTIAN'S COMPANION 
for HOLY-DAYS: Or Pious Reflections and Aſpi- 
iations on the Goſpels for the Feſtivals of our Bleſſed 
Lord, and Saints Days of Obligation thronghout 
the Year, and on ſome Particular Days of Devotion, 
aud the Moveable Feaſts. To which is perfixed a 
B. xt Account of the refpective Feſtivals and Saints 
on thoſe Days honoured by the Chuch: With a 
Preface, ſetting the Catholic Church's Doctrine of 
honouring the Saints in a true Light, and the fame 
Jaliik:d from Scripture and Antiquity. Price 3s 


. 
kali tiene wi vd halt 
THE DEVOUT COMMUNICANT, or Spiritual 


Eutertainments before and after Communion in 
Pious Aſpirations, &c, for three Days before aud 
three Days after receiving the Bleſſed Sicrament, 
To which is added a Devout Method of viſiting the 
Bleſſed Sacrament, in fervent Prayers and Acts of 
Devotion to be faid before the Holy Sacrament, 
As alfo ſome Pions Hymns in Honour of this 
Sacred Myſtery. Price 28 | 
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